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^^^Secnrity Councfl maintains Iraq sanctions 

UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) — The Security Council derided 
^Monday to keep U.N. sanctions on Iraq anud differences over 
Baghdad has made in cooperation with the United 

recrat months. Lacking any agreement among its 15 

members on a formula for a group postion on Iraq’s compliance 
ijrith U.N. resolutions, the economic embargo slapped on 
in August 1990 was renewed automatically, this month’s council 
president, Jamsheed Marker of Pakistan, said after consultations. 
Several council member stales, including Cbhut. Russia and 
prance, again wanted the United Nations to acknowledge the 
■strides B aghd ad has made in compliance with U.N. resolutions on 
iis disarmament. U.S. Ambassador Madeleine Albright, however, 
aid ir was roo early for serious discussion on whether Iraq's 
intentions were peaceful. “Iraqi performance is both focused and 
defiant,” Ms. Albright said. “It is focused on minimal compliance 
with council requirements on weapons of mass destruction, and it 
is defiant on virtually every other council requirement” 
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Kaddoumi arrives in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official arrived in Amman on Monday to try to boost 
cooperation between Jordan and the Palestinians as they bold 
peace talks with Israel, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said, 
rarauk Kaddoumi, head of the PLO’s Political Depannent, 
arrived for a two-day visit as both Jordan and the PLO opened 
separate negotiations with Israel. It is Mr. Kaddoumi's first visit 
dnw- the PLO signed a May 4 accord with Israel launching 
Palestinian self-rule in the Gaza Strip and Jericho.” He stressed 
“the to clarify certain unresolved questions before continuing 

bilateral cooperation” between Jordan and the PLO. Petra said. 
Expected to be discussed during Mr. Kaddoumi's stay here is (he 
status of a draft accord that Jordan and the PLO prepared in May 
but nnfmlftrtfd yet by the PLO leadership. The accord deals with 
Jordanian -Palestinian economic cooperation. 
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hi\ From Nermeen Murad 

S JJ^-jORDAN AND Israel laun- 
icm i^i-ied historic talks here Mon- 
n 3 >riy in accelerated moves in 
’and* 1 Middle East peace pro- 
' 1 S.cess and exchanged speeches 


talks start in W adi Araba 


Israelis press for a peace treaty ; Jordan says land and water rights first 


in Wadi Araba 


Toe fundamental differ- 
ence in approach was dearly 
pronounced in comments 
made by Fayez Tarawneh, 
head of die Jordanian delega- 
tion, and Eliakun Rubin- 
stein, his Israel! counterpart, 
after Monday's talks ended. 

Mr. Rubinstein made no 
secret of his country’s pur- 
suit: “We are extremely ea- 


;ent . r, ——*£>- 7 - ■ 

t k , n *9!--. reaffirming commitment to a 
, n l ® ^-negotiated settlement and liv- 

£ — : 

' fo*»t ■ See opening speeches on page 7 

c aving *. ■ . 
reliable '7 


ihcsJt'"** “P 10 agreements, but 
AnmiKi advanc e towards 

^addressing the core issues 
smoJJ'fws achieved as the day’s 
^negotiations drew to a dose. 
w • * & During two sessions of 
Cjfi ^^negotiations that started after 
' • fsfea ceremonial opening, the 

' * r “*!stwo sides ran into the peren- 
snap Israel pushed its 
to finalise a peace trea- 
n n ' m sniffy as quickly as possible while 
r l - lin| d Jordan insisted that the King- 
kmc minitdom’s territorial and water 
•? ji "\foni Lights be restored before dSs- 
innrd heAd sussing any treaties. 

•lenicd ‘ 


^Zandani 


ger to finalise negotiations 
and a treaty of peace as soon 
as possible ... it is a matter, I 
assume, of months.” 

Dr. Tarawneh, who 
headed the Kingdom’s 26- 
member negotiated team to 
die talks held in an stircondi- 
tioned tent straddling the 
borders, some 13 kilometres 
north of Aqaba and Filar 
was firm: “A fl problems be- 
tween ns have to be tackled, 
whether it takes one month 

(Continued on page 7) 



Jordan reaffirms rejection 
of unilateral settlements 


By a Jordan 
dispatches 


Times Staff Reporter with agency 


Jordanian chief delegate Fayez Tarawneh 
(right) and his Israeli counterpart Efiyakun 
Rubinstein shake hands at the start of Mon- 


day’s negotiations in a tent in the Wadi Araba 
desert near Aqaba (AFP photo) 


AMMAN — Jordan on Mon- 
day reiterated its rejection of 
separate solutions to the Mid- 
dle East conflict under all 
circumstances and said coor- 
dination among the Arab 
parties to peace talks with 
Israel was of paramount im- 
portance. 

The reiteration, made by 
Prime Minister Abdul SaJam 
Majali, came against a back- 
drop of suggestions that the 
Kingdom, frustrated with the 
lack of coordination from its 
Arab partners in the peace 
process — Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians — was 
moving ahead towards a 
peace accord with Israel. 

The suggestions had gained 


strength after the announce- 
ment early this week that His 
Majesty King Hussein would 
meet with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
Washington on July 25 in 
response to an invitation by 
the U.S., one of the co- 
sponsors of the peace process 
and that Syria was upset with 
the scheduled meeting and 
with the progress made in 
Jordanian-Israeli negotia- 
tions. 

Jordan and Israel opened 
their first bilateral talks in the 
region on Monday. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad has told the U.S. that 
he was unconcerned by the 
King’s meeting with Mr. 


Rabin, American officials 
said Sunday. 

A Syrian spokesman was 
quoted as saying that Damas- 
cus was also assured by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton that 
Washington was committed 
to seeking a “comprehensive 
solution” that takes into con- 
sideration Syrian concerns. 

Dt. Majali, in a meeting 
with the Planning and De- 
velopment Committee at the 
Ministry of Health, said that 
“there will be no separate 
solutions on Jordan's part 
under any circumstances” 
and “emphasised the import- 
ance of coordination among 
the concerned Arab parties” 
in the peace process, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra 
said. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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n and socialists would be 

' K . 1 "able to take part in the gov- 
hi,hv &rnment provided they 
rom j MfSjigreed t0 stick to such princi- 
l1 - , rples, a leading politician said 

■,.pJr hrld Monday. 

" Sheikh Abdul Majid Zan- 

j ton n**dani, a member of Yemen’s 
mmJ ^presidential Council and the 
■ni J ifc E supreme committee of the 
lumpbnes. Mamie Mah Party, told jour- 
ifu-r slw Statists that the “application 
»! ‘ ,n 2 )j;of Islamic law is very irapor- 
. 1 ] !i»m«tant to us.” 
iuiii'ti ^ He maintained the Yemen 
hlvil the 1 Socialist Party (YSP) led by 
>n J' (^southerner and former Vice- 
c ,«jvraiw : President Ali Salem A1 Beidb 
ur j ^"agreed to comply with Isla- 
iioc -iui*niic law to join the coalition 
our* afters government with President 
juli I ^ Ali Abdullah Saleh’s General 
t .j ihc p*** 1 People's Congress (GPC). 
fr,hv Months of tension in the 
, c# i aH* ruling coalition finally 
lf Ilu iiM r ' erupted into civil war on May 
;,j jjo£«. £> 4 between northern forces 
loyal to Mr. Saleh and those 
■nit.il Ea of his southern rival Beidh. 

. . iJk- K The war ended when 
J northern troops captured the 
' ■ southern stronghold of Aden, 

11 . ax# used to be the capital 
m . wit of the former Marxist South 
f Yemen before it merged in 
1 , u May 1990 with the tribal, 
conservative North. 

1 \$t A referendum is expected 
' h iprt^ : ^ ,be soon to decide on 
||fr toe new makeup of the gov- 
ll '"' hJtt rf erameut and replace key 
,,ia , ■■ 'fi posts previously held by 
i separatist southern leaders, 
* .jai# “^cr * project currently 
i' 11 ' 1 , being discussed in Sanaa. 
c ‘ij 1 . j; • Islah is widely expected to 
'• ■ h ' ^ gain ground following the 
ih f 1 ^ wuth’s defeat in the two- 
hf k month war. 

'Mr. Zandani said a future 
Islamist Yemen would keep 
9>e country's constitution and 
a multi-party system. 

He dismissed as unfair 
fears over the increasing in- 
fluence of Islamists in Ye- 
men’s government, saying 
foey readied from Western 
aereotypes. 

■ ' “There’s no ideological dif- 
ference between the coalition 
government and the Islah 
party. We both believe in 
applying Islamic law,” be 
>3'%. said. 

■tfjv 'Mr. Zandani said Islamic 
f law and ecoomic principles 
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as applicable' now' as 
ni ,fl foey were when they were 
.Ji jf . written. 

l “We are in a time of de- 
inJ ^ velopmcnt and we have to be 
4 \ flexible. We need to take a 

^ ■ (CoBthmed <m page 6) 
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Christopher says Mideast 
conflict is nearing an end 


TEL AVIV 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, saying the 
Middle- East conflict was 
nearing an end, began a new 
shuttle on Monday to cement 
peace moves by Israel, Jor- 
dan and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
speed a breakthrough with 
Syria. 

“The Arab-Israeli conflict, 
one of the most long-standing 
and most intractable conflicts 
of this entire century, is 
drawing to an end,” Mr. 
Christopher declared after 
talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“There will be difficulties 
on the path ahead, but 
nonetheless we are proceed- 
ing to assist the parties and 
they are proceeding with 
great determination,” he told 


reporters. 
In a wi 


a week-long tour, Mr. 
Christopher will visit Syria 
and Jordan as well as Israel 


and meet PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Christopher’s visit 
came ami d a flurry of talks 
underlining the progress 
made since the Middle East 
peace drive got under way 
nearly three years ago. 

In Cairo, Israelis and 
Palestinians began a new 
round of talks of self-rule in 
the West Bank. But violence 
on Sunday on the border 
between Israel and the Gaza 
Stiip in which two Palesti- 
nians died overshadowed the 
talks. 

“Yesterday was a reminder 
of the dangers,” Mr. Rabin 
told journalists. “But we be- 
lieve the prospects of achiev- 
ing mu' goals are greater than 
the dangers.” 

One of the main thrusts of 
Mr. Christopher’s trip will be 
to speed negotiations be- 
tween Israel and Syria, dead- 
locked over tire terms of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 


Golan Heights. 

The United States, which 
says it has received unspec& 
fled “concrete proposals’^ 
from both Israel and Syria, 
wants to see an agreement 
emerge by the end of tins 
year. 

“What we hope is that the 
pace can be picked up on the 
Israeli-Syrian track. Both 
parties are very serious.... 
and it’s my hope that they are 
now poised to make progress 
on that track as well,” Mr. 
Christopher told NBC televi- 
sion. 

But Mr. Rabin pointed up 
the outstanding problems in 
tiie Golan talks, in which 
Israel is refusing to say how 
much land it will return until 
Syria commits itself to “full 
peace” including open bor- 
ders, trade and an' exchange 
of embassies. Syria insists on 
a complete withdrawal. 


Blast at Jewish centre in 
Argentina kills at least 10 


BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — A powerful bomb' 
blast levelled the headquar- 
ters of the Jewish charity here 
Monday, killing at least 10 
people and injuring scores 
more, authorities said. 

The seven-storey Jewish 
Mutual Association building 
in Buenos Aires’ busy Once 
district collapsed in the blast, 
which destroyed several 
neighbouring buildings and 
badly damaged adjacent pre- 
mises, police said. 

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast, which came as a Moody 
reminder of the devastating 
bomb attack on the Israeli 
embassy here March 17, 
1992, that killed 30 people 
and injured more than 200 
others. 

President Carlos Menem 
ordered tighter border con- 


trols to stop anyone responsi- 
ble from leaving the country. 
Ail international flights sche- 
duled to leave Buenos Aires' 
Metropolitano and Ezeiza 
airports Monday were cancel- 

Mr. Menem also im- 
mediately dispatched Legal 
and Technical Minister Car- 
los Corach co the scene, 
where ambulances, fire 
trucks and police units were 
crowded to attend to the 
emergency at the Jewish 
Mutual Association. 

It provides social and 
medical assistance to the 
needy, organises sporting and 
cultural events and runs Jew- 
ish cemeteries and schools 
across the country. 

Stunned neighbours, many 
of them in bloodied bedc- 
lothes, managed to get away 
from the area on foot. 


Police were examining 
scraps of metal to try to 
identify what type of explo- ’ 
rives were used, and trying to 
quiet the area, fearing many 
people may still be trapped in 
the rubble crying for help. 

“Today, more than ever,” 
Mr. Menem said, he was 
supporting the Jewish com- 
munity, “not only in Argenti- 
na, but around the world.” 

“Does the person who is 
responsible for such a crime, 
deserve to remain alive?” 
Mr. Menem asked. He is a 
staunch supporter of the 
death penalty for kidnappers 
and bombers. 

Passengers who had 
already boarded planes were 
brought back to airport ter- 
minals while investigations 
were underway, reports said. 


Self-rule 

negotiations 

resumed 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) started a 
new round of talks here Mon- 
day to discuss extending 
“Palestinian self-rule on the 
West Bazik, despite Sunday’s 
violence in the Gaza Strip. 

The head of the Israeli 
delegation, Danny Roth- 
schild, said it was business 
“as usual” after dashes be- 
tween workers and Israeli 
soldieis left two Palestinians 
dead and 75 people wounded 
on both sides. 

It was the worst violence in 
the Gaza Strip since the 
launch of self-rale on May 4. 

Palestinian delegate Zohdi 
A1 Kodra called the dashes a 
“massacre” but said he 
hoped it would not have a 
“negative impact” cm nego- 
tiations. 

The PLO delegation was 
led by Nabfl Qassis, replacing 
Nabfl Shaath who stayed in 
Gaza to attend an emergency 
meeting of the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

The meeting was called by 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat after the violence. Dr. 
Shaath is to arrive in Cairo on 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, the Arab 
League’s secretary general 
for Palestinian affairs, Said 
Kamal, said Monday he was 
“convinced that Israel wants 
to damage the peace process 
in the eyes of the Palesti- 
nians, by exploiting the suf- 
fering of the workers.” 

"" He told the pan-Arab 
assembly: “Israel’s aim is to 
show the Palestinians are in- 
>Ie of running their own 

It ~ 

ITS. 

The Israeli-PLO commit- 
tee discussing the transfer of 
civilian powers to the Palesti- 
nians met Monday to talk 
about education. 

Under the terms of the 
May 4 autonomy accord 
which launched Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho, 
Palestinian education prog- 
rammes should not include 
any elements which could 
provoke a hatred of Israel. 


Israelis shoot 4 in Hebron 
as Gaza mourns its dead 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops shot four Palestinians, 
seriously wounding one 
teenager, during clashes in 
the mosque massacre town of 
Hebron on Monday, witnes- 
ses said. 

Trouble erupted after sol- 
diers came under a hail of 
stones. 

A bullet went straight 
through the 13-year-old boy’s 
body from one ride to the 
other, exiting under his right 
arm, the witnesses said. 

The Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank went into mourn- 
ing Monday as public services 
and shops shut down a day 
after soldiers shot dead two 
Palestinians and wounded 75 
during violent protests. 

The mourning strike was 
effective across the West 
Bank from Nablus in the 
north to Hebron in the south, 
as well as in east Jerusalem, 
correspondents reported. 

Tbe Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has set up 
an inquiry into the Gaza vio- 
lence, a senior Palestine Li- 


beration Organisation (PLO) 
official said Monday. 

Oiief PLO negotiator Na- 
bfl Shaath also said he would 
attend a high-level Israeli- 
Palestinian coordination 
committee that could meet in 
a week's time to discuss Sun- 
day’s incident at tbe Erez 
checkpoint between Israel 
and tiie Strip. 

He told reporters he would 
work with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres to 
push for an early meeting of 
the committee. 

Meanwhile, a lower-level 
joint Israeli-Palestinian 
security committee met Mon- 
day at Erez, Dr. Shaath said 
without giving further details. 

“We will tiy, with the 
Israelis, to examine all the 
problems leading to the Erez 
tragedy,” Dr. Shaath said. 

“The Palestinian workers 
suffer too much at the cros- 
sing, they wait long hours and 
are humiliated. *’ 

Israel and tbe Palestinians 
have accused each other of 
being responsible for the vio- 
lence. Some 24 Israelis were 


also hurt. 

Israeli officials said the 
Palestinian workers who 
went on a rampage were en- 
raged by laboorious proce- 
dures at their own check- 
point. 

Bnt Palestinians said their 
police waved through the 
workers who were then 
humiliated or turned back by 
the Israeli border guards. 

Syria and Palestinian 
groups on Monday conde- 
mned the killing of two 
Palestinian workers at die 
crossing point. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, urged 
Palestinians to escalate their 
uprising against Israel and 
vowed to avenge the killings. 

“The Gaza incidents show 
that Israel will not give up its 
repressive actions against the 
Palestinian people. It shows 
that Israel is not even re- 
specting its limited self-rule 
deal with the Palestinians,” a 
Syrian spokesman said. 

A Hamas spokesman 

(Continued on page 12) 


Israel curbs PLO in Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli cabinet on Monday 
approved plans to outlaw ‘’un- 
authorised governmental” 
activity by tbe Palestinians in 
Jerusalem with fines of up to 
$30,000 and a year in prison, 
officials said. 

“It is not acceptable for a 
foreign country or foreign 
organisation to carry out acti- 
vities on the sovereign soil of 
a state without permission,” 

Justice Minister David Libai 
told reporters after the 
cabinet vote. 

“The bill stipulates that all 
government activity by the 
PLO or the autonomous 
Palestinian authority will re- 
quire prior authorisation.” 

Under die draft law, any 
ceremony or demonstration 
would also have to be autho- 
rised in advance by Israeli 
authorities. Police would be 
able to present confidential 
information in dosed court 
hearings without having to 


reveal their sources. 

Tbe majority of the cabinet 
voted in favour, although 
some left-wing ministers were 
i against and Mr. Libai himself 
! voiced certain reservations, 

- tbe offidals, said. The bill 
will not go to parliament be- 
. fore the end of the month. 

Tbe move comes after a 
.series of threats against the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) which Israel 
has accused of using Orient 
House, the East Jerusalem 
headquarters of the Palesti- 
nian delegation to the bilater- 
al Middle East peace talks, as 
a foreign ministry. 

Israel wants to limit gov- 
ernmental activity to the 
antonomous areas of the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

However, the legislation 
runs counter to commitments' 
made to the PLO by Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on a 


letter to Chairman Yasser 
Arafat last October. 

He pledged to “preserve” 
Palestinian institutions in 
Hast Jerusalem saying they 
were of “great importance” 
and performed an “essential 
task.” 

“We will not hamper their 
activity. On the contrary, the 
fulfilment of this important 
mission is to be encouraged,” 
he wrote. 

Faisal Hussetni, the senior 
PLO official in Jerusalem, 
has condemned the bill and 
said it goes “against the 
peace process.” 

“I have no intention of 
submitting to it and I will 
continue my activities,” he 
said. 

Under the Sept. 13 dec- 
laration of principles for 
autonomy, life status of Jeru- 
salem will be negotiated only 
after two years of Palestinian 
self-rale. 


Apathy masks disappointment over peace process 


■ By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

ZARQA — At the comer of 
an alleyway in this dusty in- 
dustrial city, Haj Mohammad 
carefully counts the stubs of 
the lottery tickets he has sold 
today. He listens to the men 
milling around his tiny shop 
arguing about the imminent 
arrival of the enemy — Shi- 
mon Peres. 

The Israeli foreign minis- 
ter, who is scheduled to 
attend a meeting with V.S. 
’Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Jordan's- 


Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
AI Majali, will be the first top 
Israeli official to publicly visit 
Jordan since tbe creation of 
the Jewish state when he flies 
to tiie Dead Sea on Wednes- 
day by helicopter. 

His Majesty King Husein 
will meet Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin in 
Washington on July 25. 

“What is it going to 
change?” says Haj Moham- 
mad shrugging his shoulders 
as the debate heats about the 
impact of tbe visit, which 
shatters a four-decade taboo 
chisled in the Jordanian pys- 


che by five Arab-Israeli wars 
and years of propoganda. 

“I do not like it that our 
enemy will step on our land 
but. there is nothing we can 
do ” says Saeed. his son, who 
has lived his whole life in this, 
working class neighbour- 
hood, 20 kilometres from 
Amman. “But the King has 
every right to meet Rabiti 
and secure Jordan’s interests 
after Arafat went and made 
this tenible deal he adds 
referring to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s Sept. 13 deal 
with Israel. 

A man sitting on a red 


stool near an antiquated cof- 
fee grinder contends that 
“Sadaat was right. We should 
have listened to him.” 

“We could have saved our 
martyrs’ blood and years of 
suffering ... imagine we cal- 
led him a traitor back, then.” 
be says, referring to Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat, who 
was denounced by the whole 
Arab World in 1979 when he 
signed a separate peace 
-agreement with Israel. 

The coffee man’s state- 
ment provokes an angry re- 
tort from another customer 
who declares that “we even 


can never have peace with 
the Jews.” His is one of the 
few Opposing voices, though 
another Zarqa resident 
claims that those who dis- 
agree with what the govern- 
ment is doing are afraid to 
speak out. 

But this kind of debate is 
tbe exception rather djan the 
norm in this dusty, crowded 
dty which claims no original 
inhabitants like Sait, Karak 
and Irbid. 

On one of Zarqa’s streets. 
King Faisal, Sabn Abu Hus- 
sein chums the soap and wa- 
ter in a metal bowl for 


another shave. At his salon, 
his customers seated on white 
vinyl couches hardly men- 
tion, if they do at all, the 
neck-breaking speed of 
events in the peace process. 

“My customers are discus- 
sing the world cup finals, they 
are more interested in Brazil 
than in Peres.” says Mr. Abu 
Hussein, who was born in the 
Zarqa refugee camp. “Most 
people in the city have lost 
hope and they do not think 
•their lives will be too diffe- 
; rent mice there is peace, so 
- they are not interested in who 
meets whom.” 


University of Jordan 
sociologist San Nasir sees a 
general sense of indifference 
among the people, prompting 
many to skip even the main 
television news broadcast 
which has been promoting 
the benefits of peace for 
some time now. 

“People have had so many 
disappointments when it 
comes to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict,” says the American- 
educated professor. “Over 
the last four decades their 
hopes were assassinated, so 

(Continued on page 12) 






Middle East News 


Despair and frustration 
turn to violence in Gaza 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — De- 
spair bom of poverty and 
frustration at Israeli work 
restrictions was blamed for 
the border violence Sunday 
that left two dead and dozens 
wounded in (he bloodiest 
clashes since self-rule was 
launched last year. 

“What can we do, when 
the enemy is in front of us 
and hunger behind us in the 
Gaza Stnp." said one Palesti- 
nian bitterly after taking part 
in the clashes at the Erez 
crossing point. 

Apart from the two Palesti- 
nians killed in the clashes 
which erupted before dawn 
between Palestinians, includ- 
ing Gazan police, Israeli sol- 
diers and Jewish settlers, a 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official said. 
75 Palestinians were wound- 
ed. 

Israeli military officials 
said three soldiers were shot 
and wounded, one critically. 
Another 20 troops and a civi- 
lian were hit by stones. 

The Strip's economic diffi- 
culties have forced thousands 
of the 800,000 Palestinians 
crowded on to the narrow, 
autonomous band to search 
for work in Israel to survive. 

According to the World 
Bank, the average annual in- 


come per person here is S8Q0, 
15 times less than that in 
Israel. Unemployment is run- 
ning at more than 50 per cent 
and more than 80 per cent of 
Gazans are rotting in refugee 
camps. 

In 1993 Israel halved to 
20,000 the number of work 
permits given to Gaza resi- 
dents following a wave of 
anti-Israel attacks. The move 
just tightened the economic 
screw on the Strip. 

Workers told AFP on Sun- 
day they began throwing 
stones at Israeli soldiers when 
the troops started to tear up 
their work permits and turn 
them hack from crossing into 
Israel. 

Others said they were sub- 
jected daily to humiliation 
and abuse when they tried to 
go to work. 

“I have had my work per- 
mit for six months and de- 
spite that they insult me, 
harass me and turn me bade, 
telling me to ‘go Mid coco- 
plain to (PLO leader) Yasser 
Arafat,”’ said Abol Abed, 
50. 

Since Israel seized the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank in 
the 1967 Middle East war, it 
has tightly linked its own 
economy to the occupied ter- 
ritories, trying to hinder the 


development of any econo- 
mic infrastructure. 

“Israel has left Gaza with a 
destroyed infrastructure and 
economy and with no alterna- 
tive but to work in Israel,” 
said Arafat spokesman Mar- 
wan Kanafani. 

Israel reacted predictably 
to Sunday’s dashes by sealing 
off the Gaza Strip. 

According to the World 
Bank, each day of closure 
leads to a daily loss of 
$700,000 in earnings and 
$250,000 in exports for Gaza. 

“We are starving in Gaza 
and the world is just looking 
on. We can’t count on the 
new Palestinian Authority 
which is in a difficult situation 
as Arafat tells us,” one work- 
er said, asking to remain 
anonymous. 

Mr. Arafat arrived to take 
up his post as bead of the new 
seif-rule authority saying he 
bad no money, despite inter- 
national pledges of $720 mil- 
lion to back Palestinian 
autonomy in 1994. 

“The Israelis refuse to give 
us permits,” said Mohammad 
Nofal, one of the. workers 
who witnessed the violence. 

“The economic situation is 
terrible, and even though we 
have no entry permits, we are 
obliged to go m any way we 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat visits a boy injured in Sunday's violence at the Erez 
crossing point (AFP photo) 


can to feed ourselves.” 

Palestinians are employed 
as a cheap labour force in 
Israel mainly in agriculture, 
construction and the hotel 
industry. 


Palestinian Economy 
Minister Ahmad Qouriea 
told AFP the new authority 
was going to try to improve 


“we have to launch pro- 


jects capable of employing 
the greatest number of peo- 
ple to gradually reabsorb un- 
employment,” he said. 

He said during the negotia- 
tions which led to the May 4 
Israel-PLO autonomy accord 
he had insisted that Palesti- 
nian workers should remain 
an integral part of the Israeli 
economy. 

“We are incapable of re- 
ducing the number of unem- 


ployed in the immediate fu- 
ture, all that we can do is to 
put into action everything to 
find them work in the fu- 
ture,” Mr. Qouriea added. 


A PLO leader in Gaza, 
Hisham Abdul Razak, said 
that under the terms of the 
self-rule deal some 50,000 
workers from Gaza are in 
principle permitted to work 
in Israel. 


Nairobi talks — latest effort to end Sudan war 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A third 
round of talks between the* 
Khartoum government and 
factions of the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) was to open Monday 
in a bid to settle the 11-year- 
old bloody civil war in south- 
ern Sudan. 

Tiie talks, which are sche- 
duled to ran from July 18 to 
Aug. 1, will be the latest in a 
series of so far fruitless 
efforts to broker a settlement 
of the conflict by the Inter- 
Govem menial Authority in 
Drought and Development 
(IGADD), grouping 
Djibouti. Eritrea, Ethiopia. 
Kenya, Sudan and Uganda. 

The Sudanese government 
delegation to the latest round 
of talks was' expected to be 
headed by Parliamentary 
Speaker Mohammad A1 
Amin Khalifa, while John 
Garang's SPLA mainstream 
will be led by his deputy and 
chief of staff Saiva Akiir and 
Riek Machar's SPLA-United 
by his deputy Richard Mulla. 


A joint statement issued 
here before the second round 
of talks adjourned on May 21 
said the pro-Islamic military 
government and the mainly 
Christian southern rebels had 
agreed on an agenda for 
Monday’s talks. 

The statement also said 
that after three days of in- 
tense negotiations behind 
dosed doors the negotiators 
had agreed on "principles for 
resolving the southern 
Sudanese conflict and interim 
arrangements and steps to be 
taken to resolve the conflict.” 

The statement did not 
elaborate on the measures, 
and there was no measurable 
effect on the fighting. 

Earlier, before the second 
round of talks opened, the 
Sudanese government, the 
rebels and the United Na- 
tions signed an agreement 
here undeT which relief con- 
voys would be allowed into 
Sudan's war-torn south, 
where fighting has continued 
despite the onset of the rainy 
season which turns most of 


the vast, undeveloped region 
into swamp and marsh. 

The SPLA took up arms in 
1983 in a bid to end domina- 
tion of the mainly Christian 
and animist southern Sudan 
by the Arabised Muslim 
north, but it will be coming to 
the talks severely weakened 
,by interna] rifts. 

Khartoum has taken 
advantage of a 1991 split in 
the rebel movement along 
tribal lines and several other 
rifts recently to recapture a 
string of garrison towns it had 
lost to the SPLA. 

These include Colonel 
Garang’s headquarters at 
Kajo Kaji near the Sudanese- 
Ugandan border which fell to 
government forces on June 

Monday’s talks could also 
be complicated further by 
another recent split in Mr. 
Riek’s faction. 

On July 4, SPLA-United’s 
internal affairs and public 
security secretary Comman- 
der Arok Tbon Arok, the 
highest ethnic Dinka in 


SPLA-United and de facto 
number four after Mr. Riek, 
Kerbuino Kwanayin Bol and 
Wiliam Nyuon Bany, quit 
the movement, accusing its 
leader of dictatorship and 
poor leadership. 


Clinton needs a lift 
in a tough July, 
Mideast could help 


He was particularly upset 
by the recent dismissal of the 
faction’s foreign affairs 
secretary Lam Akol and the 
alleged arrests in the south by 
Mr. Riek of nine of his com- 
manders, including informa- 
tion secretary Joh Luk JoTc. 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 


The dismissal of Lara 
Akol, a Shihik, and his con- 
sequent return to southern 
Sudan to lead fighters, is 
already causing ripples in the 
war front around the north- 
ern town of Nasir, which is 
bound to affect whatever de- 
cisions are reached in Nairo- 
bi. 


The new group, which is 
said to be gaining much 
ground in areas formerly 
under Mr. Riek’s control, is 
not included in the negotia- 
tions. 


Aden still suffers water, food shortages 


WASHINGTON — King 
Hussein of Jordan and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
Israel will be honoured guests 
at a White House banquet 
when they come to Washing- 
ton on July 25, and no won- 
der Bin Clinton, taking on 
the role of peacemaker, has 
invited King Hussein and Mr. 
Rabin to the capital to work 
on their peace talks and to 
address Congress. 

Mr. Clinton will be happy 
to have them here. This 
month is hardly ranking as 
one of bis all-time favourites. 
He is taking the heat for a 
decline in the dollar. Haiti’s 
military rulers are defying 
him every day, refusing to 
quit and let a democratically 
elected government take 
over. 


ADEN * (R) — Some of 
Aden’s residents went back 
(o work on Monday while 
many others continued their 
daily search for water and 
food in the southern Yemeni 
city devastated by two 
months of civil war and then 
captured by northern forces. 

Residents said they still 
cannot resume their normal 
life. 10 days after the capital 
of southern secessionists fell 
to northern forces who 
crushed southern bids to 
break from four years of uni- 
ty with die north. 

Some went back to work 
for the first time since the 
war. but the majority of the 
around half a million people 
still queued at wells and scor- 
ched for scarce food aud pet- 
rol. 

“Some people have gone 
back to work, mostly those 
whose offices were not ran- 
sacked.” one resident said. 

Widespread looting that 
has stripped bare Aden's gov- 
ernment institutions, offices, 
shops and many homes, has 


subsided and northern sol- 
diers are withdrawing from 
the streets and handing over 
control to security police en- 
forcing a night time curfew. 

Sanaa-based government 
ministers had held talks in 
Aden took measures to res- 
tore order and basic services. 
Most of the ministers went 
back of Sanaa on Sunday 
leaving behind officials from 
ministries to foDow np on the 
measures. 

The government had 
ordered employees at Aden's 
refinery and power station to 
report to work as an urgent 
measure to restore power and 
provide petrol. Red Cross 
teams and government work- 
ers were trying to repair dam- 
aged water pipelines. 

Residents said some water 
was restored to taps in a few 
districts on Monday through 
a pipeline from Lahj to the 
north, but that was only 20 
per cent of the total city 
supply. 

“Not everyone is getting 
water. It is minima],” one 


said. 

U.N. officials were in 
Aden to arrange the evacua- 
tion on Monday of 763 Soma- 
li refugees from Yemen, 
where they were caught in 
the crossfire of the war after 
fleeing their own homeland. 

U.N. spokesman Nejib Fri- 
ji had said on Sunday that the 
U.N. will ship home about 
1.500 Somali refugees of the 
almost 10,000 refugees in Ye- 
men in toe first stage of the 
evacuation organised by the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

A ship bringing medical 
supplies and surgical equip- 
ment to Aden will evacuate 
the 763 refugees to Somali- 
land, a relatively peaceful en- 
clave that has declared inde- 
pendence from Somalia. 

Breakaway southern lead- 
ers who fled Yemen appealed 
in exile for support and ac- 
cused the north of cracking- 
down on Aden with the cur- 
few, basic shortages and hu- 
man rights violations. 


"Wc ask every country and 
organisation to force the 
Sanaa regime to put into 
place international law which 
does not allow solving politic- 
al problems by force., and 
enter unconditional talks 
acceptable to all parties,” 
said a letter addressed to 
human rights groups, the 
U.N. and other organisa- 
tions. 

Diplomats told Reuters on 
Sunday the U.N. was trying 
to arrange a meeting between 
northern and southern offi- 
cials in Paris on July 29 to 
belp move towards recon- 
ciliation. 

Haidar Abu Bakr A1 
Attas, named prime minister 
of the southern breakaway 
state, and Abdullah A! 
Asnaj, named the south's 
foreign minister, will attend. 

The Sanaa government is 
talking to what it calls moder- 
ate members of the southern 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) 
who opposed the secession 
bid by their leader, Ali Salem 
Ai Beidh. 


Worse, Congress is to be- 
gin hearings on the Whitewa- 
ter allegations on July 26, and 
Mr. Clinton is struggling to 
keep the key elements of his 
health care programme in- 
tact. 

This is not the kind of July 
he had planned. 

He went to Europe for 
eight days to promote stron- 
ger ties between the prosper- 
ous West and the struggling 
East, and also to encourage 
leaders of the industrial 
democracies to consider a 
new round of trade talks. 

The results were mixed. 

Mr. Clinton embraced the 
Baltics' drive to evict the last 
Russian troops left over from 
the cold war. He also spoke 
up for the rights of Russian- 
speakers in the three coun- 
tries, Lithuania. Latvia and 
Estonia. 

The crowds in Riga 
cheered the first message and 
sat on their hands when Mr. 
Ginton appealed for equal 
rights. However, he arranged 
a meeting between Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
Estonian President Lennart 


Meri and provided financial 
inducements for the Russian 
troops to withdraw. 

In Germany, he took on 
the unpleasant re-emergence 
of fascists and a xenophobic 
hatred for immigrants by tell- 
ing young Gennans, they 
should leant to live with peo- 
ple who are different. His 
speech at Brandenburg Gate 
also stirred memories of Ger- 
many's Nazi past, which most 
Germans do not like to be 
reminded of. 

Being president sometimes 
means saying and doing the 
hard thing. The appeal in 
Latvia for equality, and in 
Germany for tolerance were 
contributions by Mr. Clinton 
to enlightened political 
thought. 

He slipped, though, at the 
economic summit in Naples. 
Italy, making a weak defence 
of the dollar and advertising 
his call for another round of 
free-trade measures even as 
France and other nations 


were preparing to oppose 
that idea. 


As for the Mideast, arrang- 
ing the Jordantan-Israeli 
meeting was not as simple as 
just mailing out invitations. 

Mr. Christopher may have 
to offer more when he meets 
with Jordanian and Israeli 
officials next week near the 
Dead Sea. 


Mr. Rabin’s decisions to 
cede control of the West 
Bank and Gaza to the Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
and to relinquish most — if 
not all — of the strategic 
Golan Heights to Syria have 
generated heat. 

When Mr. Ginton lines up 
in support of those decisions 
he risks losing the support of 
Americans who think Israel is 
giving up too much for too 
little. 

But playing peacemaker 
between King Hussein and 
Mr. Rabin can only put 
points on the board, points 
Mr. Clinton sorely needs. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Four killed In Djibouti grenade attack 


DJIBOUTI (R) — Four people were killed and 15 injured 
in Djibouti when a grenade was lobbed into a field where 
football fans were watching the World Cup final oq 
television, eye-witnesses said on Monday. The attack took 
place in a largely Somali-speaking neighbourhood in the 
capital of the Red Sea state late on Monday and a hospital 
source said the death toll could rise. “Some of the victims 
were rushed in with their lower limbs blown off by the 
blast,” the hospital source said. Eyewitnesses said fee 
grenade was thrown from a passing vehicle into the open 
field, where people were playing cards and watching the 
World Cup final between Italy and Brazil. There was no 
indication who was responsible for the attack. 


Vacationing Kuwaitis warned about AIDS 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis were given an unusually public 
warning on Monday about the risks of contracting ADDS on 


warning on Monday about the risks of contracting ADDS on 
holiday or business trips and told to avoid extra-marital 
sex. The advice was contained in a Health Ministry 
pamphlet tucked into the pages of Al Watan newspaper. 
Addressed to “dear traveller,” it gave basic facts about the 
disease and told readers to avoid sex outside marriage and 
drug abuse. Explicit AIDS awareness campaigns found in 
the West are unknown in the Middle East, where tradition 
restricts open discussion of sexual matters. Kuwait re- 
ported a total of 10 people with full-blown AIDS between 
1986 and 1993, according to the World Health Organisa- 
tion. Most of these people have died. 


New U.S. envoy ends 2-year hiatus in S. Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — A new U.S. ambassador has taken up 
his post in Saudi Arabia ending a two-year .absence, the.) 


U.S. embassy said Sunday in a statement. Raymond Mabur 7 ! 
has taken over from Charles Freeman whose posting | 


has taken over from Charles Freeman whose posting 
finished at the end of August 1992 several weeks before Bin 
Clinton won the presidential elections. Since then the U.S. 
embassy in Riyadh has been beaded by Charge d' Affaires 
David Welch. In January Washington put forward its 
former Ambassador to Kuwait Edward Gnehm as Mr. 
Freeman's successor, but Riyadh ignored the proposal. But ) 
two important trade agreements were signed between ) 
Washington and Riyadh. In February Boeing and McDon- | 
ne! Douglas won a 56 billion contract to suppiy 60 planes to 
upgrade the fleet of the Saudi airline Saudia. And in May 
ATT signed a 54 billion contract to enlarge and modernise 


is Saudi Arabia’s main arms supplier with orders currently- . 
worth S25 billion, according to the U.S. Congress research 
centre. 


Russian officials in Turkey to boost ties 


ANKARA (R) — Russia’s First Deputy Prime Minister 
Oleg Soskovets arrived in Ankara oc Monday to boost 


two-way political and economic ties, Anatolia news agency 
said. “I have come to build a tight dialogue with Turkey,”' 


Anatolia quoted Mr. Soskovets as saying on his arrival at 
Ankara airport, where he was met by Deputy Prime 
Minister Murat Kafayalrin. “Cur heads of state and 
government see a change to a market economy as their 
main target,” Mr. Soskovets said. “Due to this they accord: 
importance to Turkish firms doing business in Russia. ” Mr. j 
Soskovets, accompanied by four government ministers and 
senior trade, energy, health and pipeline officials, arrived 
after three days meeting businessmen in the Mediterranean 
refort of Antalya. The Karayalcin said Mr. Soskovets’s visit 
signalled an important development in post-cold war [ 
Turko-Russian relations. "The world is on the brink of a 
new political manifestation,” he said. "Hie development i 
and strengthening of relations between Turkey and Russia 
carries great importance for world peace.” J 


Swiss journalists detained in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — Two Swiss journalists and their Turkish 
assistants were briefly detained by police in the Turkish 
resort town of Antalya, one of the journalists told Reuters 
on Monday. The journalists, working on a story about 
Turkey’s tourism industry and effects of recent bombings 
widely blamed on Kurdish guerrillas, v/ere picked np on 
Sunday after visiting a Kurdish squatter settlement and 
held for three hours. Police also confiscated a video 
cassette containing interviews with Kurdish migrants from 
southeast Turkey and politicians from the pro-Kurdish 
People's Democracy Party (KADEP), said Amalia van 
Gent, who writes for the daily Swiss paper Neusr Zurcher 
Zeitong. She and her husband Werner van Gent, who was 
detained along with her and is preparing a programme for 
Swiss state television, are Swiss national's who live in 
Istanbul and are accredited with the Turkish press office. . 
Police said in a statement distributed to journalists that 
Turkish law prohibits foreigners from conducting scientific 
research without the permissicn cf the Interior Ministry. ! 


UAE lends Bangladesh $16.3 million 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates j 

ZtTiC\ - W 1 _ ■ . J y/i .. . / a I 


(UAE) on Monday extended a 60 million dirhams (S16.3 ; 
million dolars) loan to Bangladesh to finance an irrigation ! 
project, an official statement said. The Abu Dhabi 
Development Fund (ADDF) provided the loan, which has 
an anniial interest rate of three per cent and is repayable in 
20 years, including a five-year grace period, ADDF said-in 
the statement. Other Arab and international development 
funds are participating in financing the Teesta Barrage 
project in northwest Bangladesh, it said. The loan, the 
latest in a series of UAE loans to Bangladesh, brought to | 
more than eight billion dirhams (S2.17 billion) the total ! 
value of loans provided by ADDF to nearly 45 Arab and 1 
other developing nations. ADDF, with a capital of four j 
'billion dirhams (5108 billion), is financed thro ugh earning. I 
from oil exports of 2.16 million barrels per day. 
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Subversion suspects appear in 
court for pre- trial proceedings 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday attends a confer- 
ence on women and politics organised by the National 


Federation of the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club (Petra photo) 


^Improved women’s status requires 
involvement in decision- makin g’ 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a con- 
tinuing to improve the sta- 
tus of Jordanian women, 
the National Federation of 
the Business and Profes- 
sional Women's Club 
(BPWC) Monday opened a 
two-day conference which 
aims at getting women 
more involved in social 
issues and at the same time 
will seek to promote the 
importance or family. 

The conference, orga- 
nised on the occasion of the 
International Day of the 
Woman, the Year of the 
Family and the passing of 
10 years since the establish- 
ment of a counselling office 
for women at the BPWC, is 
being held under the pat- 
ronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, the honour- 
ary president of the Inter- 
national Business and Pro- 
fessional Women's Club. 

President of BPWC Hind 
Abdul Jaber welcomed the 
Queen, representatives of 
governmental institutions 
and other attendees thank- 
ing Queen Noor for her 
concern in improving the 
Jordanian women's status 
on the national and inter- 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Twenty-one 
suspects charged with 
membership m an illegal 
organisation and plotting 
and carrying out sabotage 
with the aim of toppling the 
regime appeared at the 
State Security Court on 
Monday for pre-trial pro- 
ceedings which mainly in- 
volved appointing defence 
lawyers. 

A 22nd suspect who lost 
his legs in a premature ex- 
plosion while allegedly 
dying to plant a bomb at a 
cinema house in Zarqa did 
not appear before the 
three-member panel of 
judges since he was still in 
hospital under police cus- 
tody. He was represented 
by a lawyer. 

Three other suspects re- 
main at large and will be 
tried in absentia. 

Two of the fugitives are 
non-Jordanian and ail 
other suspects except one 
are of Palestinian origin, 
most of them under 25 
years old. 

After completing the 


national levels and for sup- 
porting the club’s activities. 

She said the conference 
will focus on evaluating the 
strategies resulting from 
the Nairobi International 
Conference on Women 
held m 1985. 

“We aim to tackle the 
issue of women and politics 
so that we can accomplish 
women's hopes and get 
them more involved in so- 
cial issues,” Ms. Abdul Ja- 
ber said. 

As for the topic of the 
Jordanian family through 
two civilisations, Ms. 
Abdul Jaber said the object 
here is to maintain family 
values and solidarity. 

In addition, Ms. Abdul 
Jaber reviewed the services 
offered by the BPWC, 
saying it was established to 
help women who suffer 
from social, family, psycho- 
logical and legal problems. 

, “Our duty is to increase 
women’s awareness and to 
educate them about their 
rights in all aspects of life,” 
Ms. Abdul Jaber ex- 
plained. 

She s?id the BPWC con- 
ducted nearly 96 seminars 
in rural and urban ^sectors 
m the Kingdom. • 


Mohammad Asfour, 
President of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
(ACC), who also addressed 
the gathering, said the 
Jordanian woman has 
proved herself in various 
sectors. 

“Women in our society 
have achieved all levels of 
creativity, education and 
awareness, and are able to 
enter any field of work,'’ 
Mr. Asfour said. 

“This success has earned 
-women a position in the 
political and democratic 
spheres,” he added. 

On the occasion of the 
conference, Queen Noor 
awarded the women with 
certificates for completing 
the first of six courses de- 
signed to stress the import- 
ance of women in decision- 
making. - • 

These graduates are ex- 
pected to end the full train- 
ing in early September, and 
will become leaders in 
helping other women. 

The training programmes 
includes lectures and work- 
shops on administrative 
leadership, upper adminis- 
tration, public relations 
and interpersonal relations, 
scientific reserarch, con- 
ducting election cam- 


paigns, and using compu- 
ters in project manage- 
ment. 

Papers presented at 
Monday’s session included 
“democracy and politics" 
by Senator Kamel Abu Jaber 
“women's participation 
in the political life,” by 
Senator Layla Sharaf and 
“proficiency in political 
leadership,” by Abdul Bari 
Durah. 

Today, the conference 
will discuss the following 
papers: “the family in 
“Islamic civilisation,” by 
Abdul Aziz Khayat; “fami- 
lies in Western civilisation” 
by Sari Nasser, “family and 
the Civil Status Law,” by 
Senator Nayla Rashdan; 
and “Family education and 
unemployment in Jordan,” 
by Majd Aldin Khairi. 

The conference will con- 
clude with recommenda- 
tions to be presented fol- 
lowing the presentations. 

Queen Nooi\was accom- 
panied by Senator Layla 
Sharaf, and was received 
by members of the BPWC, 
headed by Ms. Abdul Ja- 
ber, as well as Mr. Asfour, 
Haydar Murad, Moham- 
mad Mubtaseb, Salim 
Kharfan and Walid Khatib. 


procedures of registering 
defence lawyers and nam- 
ing court-appointed coun- 
sel for those who requested 
it, presiding Judge Briga- 
dier General Hafoz Amin 
set Aug. 27 as the trial date 
followed by three sessions 
on consecutive days (the 
judiciary branch takes its 
annual holiday between 
July 27' and Aug. 27). 

The suspects will be for- 
mally charged on Aug! 27. 

A 10-page document 
charges the suspects with 
belonging to an illegal 
organisation with the 
objective of trying to top- 
ple the regime through sub- 
version, plotting and car- 
rying out subversive activi- 
ties, illegal possession of 
ejqjlosives and covering up 
crimes related to national 
security. 

Expected to be produced 
in court are 15 witnesses 
and evidence ranging from 
weapons and explosives 
seized during raids on sus- 
pects' homes and other 
places and documents as 
well as confessions during 
interrogations. 

The prosecution, judicial 
sources said, seeks to prove 


that the group, which 
opposed the regime and 
rejected the Middle East 
peace process, planned and 
carried out bombings at 
cinema theatres showing 
pornographic movies and a 
liquor store, plotted to 
assassinate Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali when 
he was head of the Jorda- 
nian peace negotiating 
team, and Palestinian per- 
sonalities Faisal Husseini 
and Han an Ashrawi, and 
attacks on security officials. 

The cinema blasts, one in 
downtown Amman on Jan. 
26 and the other in Zarqa 
on Feb. 2, injured more 
than a dozen people. 
Bombs planted at two 
other theatres and a super- 
market selling alcohol were 
discovered and defused. 

The suspects wDl also be 
charged with setting ablaze 
the car of a Palestinian 
resident of the Bekaa re- 
fugee camp outside Am- 
man. The man was known 
to be a supporter of the 
Arab-Israeh peace process 
launched in Spain in 1991. 

The illegal group is not 
formally named in the 
charge sheet, but “Arab 


Afghans" is widely used to 
describe the suspects in a 
reference to the status of 
some of them as volunteers 
who fonght alongside the 
Afghan Mujahedeen dur- 
ing the 1980-90 Soviet 
muitary intervention in 
Afghanistan. 

The prosecution says that 
the organisation’s objec- 
tives included “setting up 
an Islamic caliphate, fight- 
ing the infidel Arab regim- 
es, resisting the (Arab- 
Israeli) peace process, us- 
ing force to fight things 
forbidden in Islam, and 
fighting the Jews and 
Americans by striking at 
their interests.” 

If convicted, some of the 
suspects face the death 
penalty. The minimum 
punishment, according to 
the penal code, will be five 
years in prison. 

At least two of the sus- 
pects are identified as 
members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and some 
others as former members 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA), the military 
wing of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO). 


Coffee reappears at twice the price 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Coffee beans 
have reappeared in super- 
markets and groceries at 
doubled prices after doing 
a vanishing act for weeks 
following the sharp rise in 
international prices of the 
commodity. 

A kilogramme of roasted 
and ground “triple AAA” 
coffee was being sold for 
JD 6 Monday, while the 
"second quality" was 
priced at JD 5. The prices 
compare with the 
government-set price of 
JD2.5 to JD 2.760 per 
kilogramme before the 
Ministry of Snpply re- 
moved coffee from the list 
of controlled items early 
this week. 

The hike did not appear 
to affect instant coffee in 
tins and jars, which, in 
principle, should not go up 
anyway since they were im- 
ported into the country be- 
fore news of Brazil’s killer 
frost (the worst in 13 years) 
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Spruced up and waiting (or opening night, 
13th Jerash Festival is an artistic medley 
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By Anghsun Tamlmf 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — For nearly a 
year, the Higher National 
Committee for the Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts 
has been preparing for its 
13th annua! summer event 
which promises to be a mul- 
tifaceted exciting 18 days of 
pure entertainment. 

"To take part in the festiv- 
al, any participant should 
meet certain conditions; first.' 
his/her work should be novel, 
second, it should be of a 
distinguished level; and third, 
it should not have been pre- 
sented anywhere else before. 
“But, we allow Arab singers 
to perform their popular re- 
pertoires hand in hand with 
the new songs,” festival 


director Akram Masaxweb 
told the Jordan limes. 

As usual, this year’s festiv- 
al will host visitors from va- 
rious Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. Each country chooses 
either one or more activities, 
that is, to recite poetry, to 
perform plays, folkloric 
dances and songs or to dis- 
play books. 

Asked about Adonis, the 
renowned Arab poet whose 
name on the programme 
raised arguments in Jordan 
about whether to invite him 
or not, Mr. Masarweh con- 
firmed that the Lebanese- 
born artist will attend the. 
festival and recite bis poetry. 

“The Jordanian cultural 
movement is democratic,” 
said Mr. Masarweh “and Jor- 
dan is a democratic country. 


We respect others’ opinions. 
So, we will not block Adonis 
from reciting just because he 
has political views opposite to 
ours. Educated people 
appreciate Adonis’ artistic 
merit, and for tins merit, he 
will be among us in the next 
few days.” 

Other poets invited are: 
Ahmad Abdul Mu’ti Hijazi, 
Taial Haidar, Mohammad 
Asba’ri, Joseph Harb, 
Mohammad Maghot, and 
Munsif Wahabi. 

If compared to other Arab 
cultural festivals, such as 
Qartaj in Tunis, ■ or similar 
festivals in Syria and Egypt, 
the Jerash Festival can be 
described as comprehensive. 

It includes ail cultural and 
art activities ranging from 


book displays, poetry recit- 
ing, folkloric performances, 
in addition to this year’s dis- 
tinguished activity, “Girasia 
Forum of Creativity.” 

Jordan’s own National 
Music Conservatory/Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation (NMC) 
will also participate with two 
performances. 

The first will feature a per- 
formance by the Orchestra of 
the National Music Con- 
servatory comprised of 62 
musicians. The second show 
mil be a joint performance 
by the Concert Band of the 
National Music Conserva- 
tory, and the Beirut Sympho- 
nic Band along with die choir 
comprised of the choir of the 
NMC, the Ahhya School for 
Girls and the Amman 
National School. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 

ft Flay in Arabic (entitled "A Black Comedy” by Mqjd A1 
Qasas at the Royal Cultural Centre at fcOO p.m. 


ft Exhibition of abstract o3 paintings by Mahm A1 Sarraf at 
Orfafi Art Gallery in Umm Utbema (Tel. 826932). 

☆ 03 pamtingi exhib ition by Su’ad Hilmi at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Afia Art 
GaBery, Jabal Amman (Tel. 639350). 
ft Ceramic exhibition by plastic artists Dr. Mahmoud 
Sadeq and Da’d Mifleh at Bakr Batons Engineering 
■ Establishment, University Road (Tel. 688479). 
ft ftr h iMfio n of pfatfap by Cbnar Harridan Shahuan at 
Darat Ai Funun of the Abdul Hamgprf Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luwribdeh. Abo showing “permanent” 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (TeL 643251/ 
2 ). 

ft Plastic art exhibition by Hussein Da’ssh at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art (Tel. 695291). 
ft Exhib ition entitled “Arab Artists in France” at the 
Jordan National GaBery of Fine Arts, Jabal Luweibdeh, 
off Al Muntazah Circle (Tel. 630128). 
ft Exhibition by artist ffishara Al Nqjjar at the Orient 
Gallery for Fine Arts, Gardens Str. (Tel. 698513). 

ft Exhibition by plastic artist Kheiri HaraaBah at the 
Jordanian Plastic Association hi Shmeisani (Tel. 


Members of the Jordanian Businessmen’s (second from right), director general of Free 
Association Monday meet with Musa Jaghbeer Zones Corporation 

Finance minister approves 
free zone for vehicles, parts 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Finance be marketed in Jordan and * bigger role m the national 
Minister Sami Gammoh has neighbouring Arab countries, economy. 


Minister Sami Gammoh has 
approved a request by auto- 
motive sales agents in Jordan 
to establish a free zone for 
vehicles and spare parts, 
according to Hamdi Tabbaa, 
president of the Jordanian 
Businessmen’s Association 
(JBA). 

Mr. Tabbaa said that such 
a zone would be governed by 
the Jordan Free Zones Cor- 
poration Law, and the cars 
brought into the zone could 


be marketed in Jordan and 
neighbouring Arab countries. 

He said the minister's 
approval was conveyed to the 
JBA by Musa Jaghbeer, 
director general of tbe Free 
Zones Corporation (FZC) at 
a meeting held at the cor- 
poration's headquarters in 
Amman Monday. 

Mr. Jaghbeer said that the 
decision was in conformity 
with the government’s policy 
of granting the private sector 


had tbe international coffee 
market up in arms. 

However, it appeared 
that a few importers/ 
wholesalers of instant cof- 
fee were seeking to make 
hay by increasing prices by 
five to 10 per cent. 

The increase in the local 
prices of coffee, a favourite 
drink of Jordanians, rich 
and poor, who consume a 
large quantity of the thick 
aromatic “kahwa',' was in 
the cards since the begin- 
ning of the year when inter- 
national demand was 
steadily growing and sup- 
plies were dwindling. 

But reports in- the past 
two weeks that Brazil', the 
leading coffee producer, 
had suffered a major set- 
back to its output this sea- 
son and perhaps even the 
next, sent prices catapul- 
ting to eight-year highs in 
the international commodi- 
ty markets. 

Tbe average price in- 
crease since the beginning 
of the year was estimated 


by London brokers at 100 
per cent; a tonne of coffee 
was being offered between 
$3,600 and $3,800 when 
trading closed last week 
compared with $1,800 to 
$2,000 in March. 

Worst-hit among Jorda- 
nian “kahwa" consumers 
are those who frequent the 
traditional coffee shops in 
downtown Amman, where 
prices went up more than 
three times in two weeks, 
leaving customers wonder- 
ing at the speed with which 
the hike in international 
prices rushed to the local 
market. 

Cafe owners laid the 
blame squarely at the door 
of importers/wholesalers. 

“The traders know all 
about international prices 
and can smell price rises 
coming weeks away,” said 
a cafe owner. “It was no 
wonder that coffee dis- 
appeared from the market 
to warehouses hidden away 
from the public eye until 
such time the government 
lifted its control.” 


“Some people so mw he re 
made a pack overnight,” he 
added, insisting on anony- 
mity. 

“Could anybody believe 
that the coffee that is in the 
market today was bought 
only a week ago m Brazil 
and shipped to Jordan after 
the prices went up?” 

A typical small cup of 
“Turkish coffee" - 7 -* a mis- 
leading description but 
- one that consumers do not 
do without — now costs 
around 250 fils to 300 fils m 
downtown cafes compared 
with 100 fils to 120 fib two 
weeks ago. 

“I might as well quit 
drinking coffee,” said a taxi 
driver disgustedly as he col- 
lected a paper cup of the 
steaming liquid from a 
wayside hawker on Prince 
Mohammad Street, a 
favourite source for taxi 
drivers to whet their daily 
appetite for caffeine. 
“They want 250 fils; and 
this is as light as tap wa- 
ter." 


In addition, the ground, 
facilities and antiquities of 
Jerash underwent a significant 
renewal including the in- 
stallation of luxurious lava- 
tories, the renovation of tbe 
ancient Roman city’s stages 
and an upgrade of Jerash 
Restbouse restaurant: 

Not to be overlooked is the 
completed Amman-Irbid 
Highway which makes the 
delightful 40-minute ride a 
breeze. 

The programme is de- 
signed to attract people of 
different backgrounds, 
laypeople, teenagers, stu- 
dents, families and senior 
Citizens, as well as specialists 
in music and art. 

Festival organisers hope all 
will attend the festival. 



SPOTTING TALENT: Deputising for Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, Minister of Educa- 
tion Abdel Raouf Rawabdeh opens a 
workshop Monday on discovering 
talented students. Tbe event was orga- 
nised by the Jubilee School in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education. Hie 




four-day workshop aims at defining the 
concept of talent, ways of discovering 
talented students, and the role of guidance 
in providing educational services and 
aiding in discovering talents. About 65 
ministry instructors are taking part in the 
workshop (Petra photo) 



Meeting looks at preliminary study 
on developing agricultural policies 


a bigger role in the national 
economy. 

Mr. Tabbaa said the JBA 
considers the derision a ma- 
jor step towards expanding 
the role and activities of the 
free zones in Jordan, enabl- 
ing the private sector to play 
a greater role in trade and 
development. 

He said the meeting with 
Mr. Jaghbeer resulted in the 
formation of a follow up com- 
mittee to implement the deci- 
sion. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A pre- 
liminary study on developing 

Jordan’s agricultural policies 
and stimulating tbe perform- 
ance of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture’s various departments 
and affiliated organisations 
Monday was reviewed at a 
meeting held at Amra Hotel 
in Amman. 

Tbe study, which was joint- 
ly financed by foe U.S. Agen- 
cy for International Develop- 
ment (USAID) and the Ger- 
man Agency for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ), was 
.prepared by a local consul- 
tancy firm and took several 
months to compile, said 
ministry official Abdul Mu’ti 
TTUawi in a statement to the 
Jordan Times. 

The study, he said, was 
aimed at developing and sti- 
mulating the ministry’s va- 
rious activities by reorganis- 
ing its departments and 
enabling the ministry to 
handle major issues facing 


the agricultural sector. 

Deputising for Minister of 

Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif, the ministry’s secretary 
general, Ghaleb Abu Orabi, 
opened the meeting stressing 
the need for the government 
to apply a consistent policy if 
the agricultural sector is to 
flourish. 

An advanced policy for de- 
veloping this sector in Jordan 
is of great importance in 
order to help people in rural 
regions confront numerous 
challenges in their work and 
help the country utilise its 
natural resources with the 
highest degree of efficiency 
and secure increased output, 
said Mr. Abu Orabi. 

He said that the Ministry 
was concerned with develop- 
ing the work of all organisa- 
tions affiliated to it and main- 
taining dose contact with sec- 
tor institutions such as the 
Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMD), the 


Jordan Fanners Association 
(JFA), and the Jordan ‘Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCO). 

The public sector's role in 
this process should be res- 
tricted to planning, control, 
supervision and providing 
agricultural extension ser- 
vices to enable the private 
sector to boost its activities 
and ensure greater outputs, 
added Mr. Abu Orabi. 

Neatly 40 delegates repre- 
senting various ministry de- 
partments and organisations, 
a local consultancy firm and 
other officials reviewed the 
study, according to Mr. Tilla- 
wi. 

He said that the study pro- 
vided the consultancy firm’s 
dews on reorganisation and 
development of the ministry’s 
departments and the coun- 
try’s agricultural policies, 
which he said would be 
scrutinised before they are 
recommended to the govern- 
ment. 
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Key lawmakers, polls tell Clinton 


to back away from Haiti invasion 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Key lawmakers, sensing a 
lack of U.S. and Internationa] 
resolve, have warned the 
Clinton administration to 
drop the drumbeating for a 
military invasion of Haiti. 

Senate Minority leader 
Robert Dole, a Kansas Re- 
publican, insisted that with- 
out U.S. interests at stake or 
U.S. lives at risk there was no 
justification for sending in 
U.S. troops. 

“If there’s American in- 
terests threatened or Amer- 
ican lives threatened that’s 
another thing, but that hasn't 
happened,” Sen. “Dole told 
CBS television. 

And even key Democrats 
— Senate Majority leader 
George Mitchell and Armed 
Services Chairman Sam 
Nunn, whose backing for an 
invasion President Bill Clin- 
ton would want — urged the * 
administration to give sanc- 
tions more time. 

Secretary of State Warren ‘ 
Christopher said Friday that 
the White House was seeking 
to build congressional sup- 
port for invading Haiti, but 
may be forced to act without 
a green light from lawmak- 
ers. 

Incoming White House 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 


defended Mr. Clinton's poli- 
cy, saying the United States 
cannot permit "a brutal milit- 
ary dictatorship just a few 
miles from our shores” that is 
creating an exodus of desper- 
ate Haitians. 

From a purely practical 
standpoint. Democrats fear 
dial if Mr. Clinton invades in 
August when Congress reces- 
ses, Democrats wfll have to 
defend an unpopular policy 
at a time when many are 
campaigning at home for 
reelection in November. 


Sixty per cent of those 
questioned in a survey by 
CNN television and lime 
magazine agreed that sanc- 
tions should be given more 
time to work before taking 
any further action to drive 
Haiti’s ruling junta from 
power. 

And 75 per cent of those 
surveyed opposed the United 
States going in atone at a time 
when its partners in the re- 
gion have shown no willing- 
ness to participate in an inva- 
sion. and scant interest in 
joining peacekeeping force. 

The United States has 
boosted its presence off Htfti 
with 16 navy ships carrying 
2,860 marines and 4,700 
sailors wtakh, along with a 


U.N. trade ban, it is hoped 
will persuade Haiti's military 
rulers to step down and res- 
tore democracy. 

Despite the U.S. military 
muscle flexing, Haiti's leader 
Genera] Raoul Cedras has 
refused to leave, though 
thousands of his countrymen 
have Sed repression and the 
effects of die punishing trade 
embargo. 

Changes in Mr. Clinton’s 
policy toward Haitian re- 
fugees has farther muddied 
the waters by turning a 
steady, manageable flow of 
refugees into an uncontai li- 
able wave. 


On June 15, Mr. Clinton 
reversed U.S. policy and said 
Haitians picked up at sea no 
longer would be automatical- 
ly sent back to Haiti without 
being granted U.S. asylum 
hearings. Thousands took to 
sea in rickety, unseaworthy 
boats. 


Later, the State Depart- 
ment said only the applica- 
tions of these Haitians who 
seek U.S. asylum in Haiti* 
would be considered. 

Those picked up at sea, 
even those found to have 
grounds for political asylum, 
would be given temporary 
safe haven at processing cen- 


tres in Caribbean countries, 
with no passage to U.S 
shores. 

But before the new policy 
had been widely understood, 
more than 20,000 refugees 
had fled, and that, coupled 
with the U.S. inability to get 
the Haitian military to knuck- 
le under, helped boost poli- 
tical pressure for an invasion. 

Meanwhile Haiti’s Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
who was ousted in a Septem- 
ber 1991 military coup and 
whom the international com- 
munity wants to restore to 
power, has given mixed sig- 
nals about whether be would 
support an invasion. 

, But even with a lopsided 
battle against Haiti’s poorly 
equipped and ill-trained 
army, keeping order after- 
wards could be messy. 

Pentagon officials worry 
about Marines getting killed* 
or captured while trying to 
maintain order in a post- 
invasion Haiti where past acts 
of vengeance too often have 
been settled with blood. 

They are also concerned 
about getting bogged down in 
a protracted occupation. The 
United States last invaded 
Haiti in 1915, and remained 
as an occupying power for 19 
years. 


French communications minis ter quits 


PARIS (AFP) — Com- 
munications Minister Alain 
Carignon resigned Sunday to 
defend himself against cor- 
ruption allegations in the 
latest of a series of political 
and business scandals in 
France. 

In a statement Mr. Carig- 
non, from Grenoble, said 
that by withdrawing from the 
government, he hoped to be 
able to express himself freely 
in a court case on a Grenoble 


press company. 

In a letter to colleagues he 
added that there had been 
“no desire to mislead, no 
diversion of public money, no 
personal gam and no fiscal 
fraud” on his part in the case. 

“The only way for me to be 
heard is to be charged, in 
Order to haVe access to the 
file” in die case, said Mr. 
Carignon, whose resignation 
has been accepted by Prime 
Minister Edooard Balladur. 

Mr. Carignoo’s responsibi- 
lities will be taken over by 
Nicholas Sarkozy, budget 
minister and government 
spokesman. 

Mr. Bahadur praised the 
resignation derision, saying 
be hoped the legal process 
would now “allow him to 
establish his good faith and 
put himself out of suspicion.” 

Mr. Carignon, a member 
of the right-wing Rally For 
the Republic party and the 
mayor of Grenoble in the 
French Alps, has come under 
strong attack in the town over 
a case of apparent bribery. 

Marc-Michel Merlin, head 
of Lyonnaise des Eaux sub- 
sidiary SDEI and tbe Greno- 
ble water distribution com- 
pany COGESE. has been 
charged with abuse of public 
funds by giving 800,000 
francs ($150,000) to a maga- 


zine close to tbe local govern- 
ment called Da uptime News. 

Another Lyonnaise des 
Eaux subsidiary took over 
Danphine News, a vehicle for 
Mr. Carignon’s election cam- 
paign, soon after COGESE 
won a contract for water dis- 
tribution in Grenoble. 

A former magistrate and 
anti-corruption campaigner, 
Thieny Jean-Pierre, recently 
caused chaos on the French 
stock market when he hinted 
that Lyonnaise des Eaux and 
its rival Compagnie Generale 
des Eaux were responsible 
for organising most of the 
corruption touching French 
public life. 


Last week Lyonnaise des 
Eaux said it was bringing a 
defamation suit against tbe 
magistrate, now a member of 
die European Parliament. 

The prosecutor in Mr. 
Merlin's case. Philippe Cour- 
roye, wanted to question Mr. 
Carignon as a witness. For this 
he would have needed per- 
mission from tbe premier and 
cabinet, an embarrassment 
Mr. Carignon dearly wanted 
to avoid. 


serving minister is called be- 
fore the judge, for whatever 
reason," be said. 

Tbe affair b tbe latest in a 
stream of scan dab touching 
the French political world. 

The Republican Party, a 
member of the ruling con- 
servative coalition, is being 
investigated on its finances 
and the mayor of Lyon, 
Michel Noir, has just paid a 
fine of 500.000 francs for 
abuse of confidence. 

Meanwhile, the cash-strapped 
French tycoon and politician 
Tapie, was called in for ques- 
tioning Monday over his lux- 
ury sailing yacht Pfaocea. 

Examining magistrate Eva 
Joly summoned Mr. Tapie 
the day before be was due to 
take up hb mandate as a 
Earo-MP after his trium- 
phant election last June 12. 

She charged him with tax 
evasion and fraud over his 
management of the S13- 
million yacht, one of the big- 
gest m tbe world, on June 29, 
the day after hb immunity in 
the French parliament was 
lifted. 


By resigning he is following 
in the steps of Bernard Tapie. 
a Socialist minbter under 
Premier Pierre Beregovoy in 
1992 who resigned when he 
was involved in a business 
dispute with an RPR deputy. 
Later, cleared of wrong- 
doing, Tapie returned to hb 
portfolio in March 1993. 

Appearing on French tele- 
vision Sunday evening, Mr. 
Carignon said hb resignation 
was a “moral choice” made 
out of loyalty to the premier. 

“My name b cited and at 
one moment or the other, I 
should be beard on this case. 
Imagine the media fuss if a 


Ms. Joly slapped travel res- 
trictions on Mr. Tapie to 
prevent him leaving on a 
mediation mission to Rwan- 
da, after tapping his 
(telephone. Last Friday she 
eased tbe restrictions, allow- 
ing him to travel within the 
European Union. 

Tax authorities allege the 
Pbocea was registered as a 
freighter when it was for Mr. 
Tapie's exclusive personal 
use, allowing him to dodge 
taxes. On a related fraud 
charge. Mr. Tapie b alleged 
to have used funds from one 
of the companies in his finan- 
cial group to service the four- 
master at knockdown rates. 


Murayama vows dovish foreign policies 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Socialist prime minister, 
Tomiichi Murayama. vowed 
in hb inaugural speech Mon- 
day to pursue a dovish fore- 
ign policy, calling fora “mini- 
mum” Self-Defence Force 
and pledging non-military 
global contributions. 

“We should strive not to be 
a powerful country but to be 
a caring country,” be told the 
Japanese parliament. 

Mr. Murayama said that 
under him. Japan would 
“persistently maintain an ex- 
clusively defence-oriented 
policy, study our defence 
posture for the future con- 
sidering changes in the inter- 
national situation, and work 
to build the necessary mini- 
morn defence capability.” 

Mr. Murayama, who took 
office on June 29 as the first 
Socialist premier in 47 years, 
heads a three-poarty coali- 
tion that includes the power- 


ful and conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party. 

Hb speech marked a re- 
treat from the previous gov- 
ernment’s position of pushing 
to take a permanent set on 
tbe United Nations Security 
Council. 

“Japan needs to tackle tins 
issue (tbe make up of the 
Security Council) on foe basb 
of the support of its Asian 
neighbours and other mem- 
bers of the international com- 
munity,” he said. 

The prime minister said 
Japan should use its econo- 
mic and technological capabi- 
lities “to make an even grea- 
ter contribution to the resolu- 
tion of foe mutual distrust, 
poverty and other problems 
that underlie international 
conflicts." 

He also said his “anti-war 
commitment” was based on 
his "deep remorse” for 
Japan's wartime aggression in 


Asia. 

“As foe 50th anniversary 
of the end of the war 
approaches, I recognise anew 
mat Japan's past actions, in- 
duding aggression and colo- 
nial rale, caused unbearable 
suffering and sorrow for 
many people in fob region,” 
be said. 

Mr. Murayama called for a 
solution “through dialogue” 
in tbe row over North 
Korea's nuclear capacity, and 
urged the resumption of 
Washingtoo-Pyodgyang talks 
as well as foe realisation of an 
inter-Korea summit, which 
has been delayed by the 
death of North Korean leader 
Khn D-Sung. 

Tbe prime minbter reiter- 
ated his earlier pledge that 
foe new government would 
stick to the Japan-U.S. 
Security Treaty, once 
opposed by hb Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Japan. 


Cambodians to continue search for 


3 foreigners despite forensic evidence 

i .l.. •!»«... WilKncnn 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian authorities said 
on Monday they would con- 
tinue to search for three fore- 
igners kidnapped at gunpoint 
last April despite new fore- 
nsic evidence which points, to 
their murder by Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas. 

“The search into fob mat- 
ter b still proceeding. For the 
time being I cannot say 


whether they (hostages) are 
dead or alive,” Interior 
Ministry spokesman Ten 
Savong told Reuters. 

Government ministers 
were more sanguine about 
the prospects of finding the 
three alive. 

Australian and British au- 
thorities have said recently 
foe three — Briton Dominic 
Chappell, 24, hb Australian 


girlfriend, Kellie Wilkinson, 
24, and their friend, Tina 
Dommy, 24, also from Bri- 
tain — appear to have been 
murdered shortly after their 
abduction last April U in foe 
southern province of $iha- 
noukville. 

“According to (forensic 
tests on the human) remains 
— I believe they are all 
dead,” said Interior Minister 
Sar Kheng. 


Australia 


tells U.N. 
to prevent 

conflict 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lian Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans Monday urged the Un- 
ited Nations to try to prevent 
conflict rather than work at 
restoring peace. 

Mr. Evans, a key architect 
of the U.N.-brokered plan 
which brought democracy 
and a measure of peace to 
Cambodia, accused foe U.N. 
Security Council of lacking 
the political will to intervene 
decisively in countries like 
Bosnia and Rwanda. 

He told a Melbourne semi- 
nar to the role of the U.N. 
that its peacekeeping role in 
Namibia and Cambodia had 
been successful but-, similar 
efforts in Bosnia, Somalia 
and Rwanda were “found 
wanting". 

The U.N.'s reluctance to 
intervene decisively in those 
countries “had much more to t 
do with an absence of politic-* 
al will in the Security Council 
to provide the necessary re- 
sources rather than any per- 
ceived constraints imposed 
by international law,” he 
said. 

“What b absolutely dear, 
in a world where commit- 
ment and resources are al- 
ways likely to fall short of 
aspirations and expectations, 
b that it makes far more 
sense to concentrate efforts 
on peace-building and other 
preventative strategies than 
on after- tbe -event peace res- 
toration,” he said. 

He proposed the creation 
of a new United Nations 
Standing Force and of a new 
position of U.N. deputy 
secretary-general who would 
be responsible for peace- 
building and humanitarian 
affairs. 

Asked by reporters later if 
he was interested in the U.N. 
position he was proposing. 
Mr. Evans said he was “per- 
fectly happy” with hb current 
position. 



ASTRONOMERS EXCITED: Dire- Carolyn 
(right) and Eugene Shoemaker (centre) and 
David Levy (left) show a series of foe 
Shoemaker-Levy 9 comet impact with Jnpiter 
as seen from Hubble Space Telescope during a 
press co nfe rence Sunday at foe Goddard Spare 
Flight Centre hi Greenbdt, MD. The five- 
seqneace image shows the initial comet Impact 
enter Into Jupiter’s atmosphere. Astronomers 
"•■Sed by Satnrday’s fireball comet collision 


on Jupiter were looking for a “much bigger 

boom” what a seventh hunk of the comet trail 
crashes. The next piece of comet Shoemaker- 
Levy 9 far land; known as‘Fragment - G^ was 
expected to hit foe giant planet at 0728 GMT 
Monday with 19 to 25 times the force of tbe 
first fragment, which caused a flery plume that 
rose 1,000 kBometres above Jupiter's surface 
(AFP photo) 


U.S. urges Jakarta restraint in E. Timor 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
United States called on In- 
donesia Monday to exercise 
restraint in East Timor, 
where tensions are running 
high after dashes between 
Muslims and Christians. 

“We have expressed our 
concern to the Indonesian 
government about recent 
developments in East Timor, 
urging that security forces ex- 
ercise restraint,” said Pamela 
Smith, a spokeswoman for 
foe U.S. embassy here. 

Security forces in East 
Timor broke up a student-led 
march on Thursday promp- 
ted by incidents between Ro- 
man Catholics, who make up 
90 per cent of East Timor's 
population, and Muslims. 

Three demonstrators were 
allegedly killed, but police 
have denied any involve- 
ment. Eight people were in- 


jured and treated and re- 
leased from hospital. 

“We still do not have com- 
plete details on foe July 14 
clash between protesters and 
anti-riot police,” Mr. Smith 
said. “Our embassy has been 
unable to confirm the report 
that three deaths resulted 
from the incident and does 
. hot have full information on 
’ foe number injured.” 

The Internationa] Commit-* 
• tee of foe Red Cross (ICRC). 
which has an office in the 
East Timor capital of Dili, 
said Monday it had no new 
information about the pro- 
tests. 

“The ICRC has tried its 
best but cannot confirm that 
there are deaths or missing.'’ 
an official said, adding that 
foe Red Cross has received 
no requests for help from any 
affected families. 


Dili was calm Monday, 
according to witnesses 
reached there by telephone. 

Meanwhile, Thailand 
Monday defended its deci- 
sion to block foreign non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) from attending a re- 
gional human rights confer- 
ence in Bangkok, saying it 
would hurt relations with In- 
donesia. 


The six-day seminar, start- 
ing in Bangkok Tuesday, 
focusses on Burma and East 
Timor, organisers from foe 
South East Asian Human 
Rights Network (SEANET) 
told AFP. 


It partly coincides with the 
annual ministerial conference 
of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), opening in Bang- 
kok Friday. 


Italy’s crisis deepens over graft decree 


ROME (R) — A crisis rock- 
ing Italy’s new government 
over a decree that lifts the 
threat of custody from graft 
suspects deepened Monday 
when Prime Minbter Silvio 
Berlusconi was abandoned 
on tbe issue by bb closest 
ally. 

Gianfranco Fmi, leader of 
the neo-fascist National 
Alliance, called Mr. Berlus- 
coni’s smbbdra support for 
foe measure untenable and 
said be would work in parlia- 
ment to have bribery and 
corruption restored as off- 
ences liable to pre-trial cus- 
tody. 

“I don’t think he (Berlus- 
coni) wants to defend an un- 
tenable position,” Mr. Fini 
said in newspaper interviews 
from the United States, 
where be watched Italy lose 
to Brazil in tbe World Cup 
Soccer final. 

Fears that the two-monfo- 
old government between 
media tycoon Berlusconi’s 
Forza Italia party, the 
National Alliance and foe 
federalist Northern League 
oould collapse over the crisis 
sent foe lira into a tailspin 
Monday. 

It broke through tbe 
psychological barrier of 1.000 
to foe mark in foe Far East 
overnight. Government bond 
prices also dived as operators 
took fright over the battle of 
wills between Mr. Berlusconi 
and hb coalition allies. 

The storm over the mea- 
sure erupted when foe elite 
pool of “dean hands” magis- 
trates in Milan, including 
national hero Antonio Di 
Pietro, announced they 
would quit in protest, saying 


the decree would hamstring 
their probes into corruption. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who has 
said be stand frilly behind the 
decree, raised foe heat Sun- 
day when he challenged In- 
terior Minister Roberto 
Maroni to withdraw criticism 
of the measure or resign. 

Mr. Maroni, tbe most 
senior League minister in the 
government, has alleged that 
other members of the cabinet 
duped him into supporting 
the decree when it was passed 
last Wednesday. 

The League, rejecting Mr. 
Berlusconi’s ultimatum, cal- 
led for the decree to be scrap- 
ped and told Mr. Maroni to 
stay put. 

“If Berlusconi wants to res- 
ign, let him,” foe League’s 
blunt talking leader Umberto 
Bossi told reporters. “What 
he should know, though, b 
that foe minute after he quits 
Italy will have a new govern- 
ment.” 

Mr. Berlusconi and hb 
partners powered to triumph 
in general elections last 
March as voters dumped & 
political old guard tarnished 
beyond redemption by a two- 
year judicial assault on graft 
in Italy's Tangentopoli 
(bribesviDe) scandal. 

The media magnate has 
portrayed foe decree as a bill 
of human rights, arguing that 
the use of preventive deten- 
tion for a host of crimes in 
Italy violated fundamental 
principles. 

More than 1,000 suspects 
remanded in jail for various 
alleged offences including 
former Health Minbter Fran- 
cesco De Lorenzo, one of foe 
most bated figures of foe 


graft scandal, have already 
been released since the de- 
cree took effect. 

Mr. Fini said foe decree 
was fundamentally unjust 
and that members of foe 
cabinet, including from hb 
own party, had seriously mis- 
judge the mood of the nation. 

“If someone tells a judge 
he’s corrupt he goes to jail 
(for slander) but if he bribes 
foe judge neither he nor the 
judge goes to prison. That is 
intolerable,” La Republics 
newspaper quoted Mr. Fmi 
as saying. 

“Hie telephones of my 
party headquarters have not 
stopped ringing and I under- 
stand why people are calling 
to voice their outrage.” 

The decree is valid for 60 
days but will not take a place 
on foe statute books unless 
parliament approves it. 

The measure faces its first 
parliamentary hurdle Tues- 
day when foe Constitutional 
Affairs Commission in the 
Chamber of Deputies (lower 
house) meets to consider 
whether it is constitutionally 
valid. 


The League wants the 
commission, and subsequent- 
ly foe full chamber, to rule 
that legislating by decree is 
not constitutional in fob inst- 
ance. 

Decrees are a mechanism 
by which Italian governments 
have traditionally passed 
emergency measures. 

The League and opposition 
parties argue that the whole 
issue of preventive detention 
should be tackled by means 
of a draft law to allow fuller 
and more considered debate. 


Mitchell pledges continued push for health care bill 


BOSTON (R) — Senate 
majority leader George 
Mitchell has pledged before a 
governor’s group to continue 
poshing for universal health 
care coverage for all Amer- 
icans. 

Hb comments came at a 
meeting of tbe National Gov- 
ernors Association (NGA), 
which last week called for an 
incremental approach to 
health insurance. 

“What we must do b find 


that middle ground that gets 
. but 


us to universal coverage, 
does it in a way that is politi- 
cally acceptable to them 
(mainly Republican lawmak- 
ers),”. Sen. Mitchell told tbe 
NGA on foe second day of its 
four-day annual summer 
meeting in Boston. 

“That’s very hard to do. I 
don't know if it’s possible, 
but I will devote all my 
efforts to it iu the next few 
weeks,** Sen. Mitchell said. 

In a July 13 letter to Sen. 
Mfrcbell, die governors said 
they supported an approach 
that would start progress to- 
ward soma sort of nationwide 
health insurance but wanted 
to preserve the rights of 


states to experiment on their 
own with segments of a 
health care system. 

The governors’ views could 
influence the strategies of foe 
White House and foe Repub- 
licans in Congress as the cru- 
cial weeks approach for deci- 
sions on health care legisla- 
tion. 

During a meeting of foe 
governors’ health care task 
force, a resolution was 
adopted calling on the federal 
government to strengthen foe 
granting of waivers to states 
to exercise more local con- 
trols over such programmes 
as Medicaid. 

“Many of the ideas in- 
corporated into the nation’s 
health care and welfare re- 
form proposals build on les- 
sons learned in state reform 
initiatives,” tbe resolution 
said. The governors believe 
that such state experimenta- 
tion will continue to be critic- 
al to national progress on 
these issues.” 

But while the governors 
criticised federal mandates 
that states carryout major 
programmes without suffi- 
cient federal funding, the 


NGA was not prepared to 
demand that each state set up 
its own individual health care 
systems. 

The basic problem for both 
federal mandate and inde- 
pendent state programmes b 
finding sufficient funds. 
While Hawaii has a successful 
almost universal health care 
programme, Vermont failed 
this past soring to enact such 
a system because of financ- 
ing- 


The outgoing chairman of 
the NGA, Governor Carroll 
Campbell of South Carolina, 
voiced one point that bothers 
state executives most about 
federal mandates: “If you 
have ot provide benefits and 
the money is not there, that’s 
an unfunded mandate.” 

In hb remarks later. Sen. 
Mitchell acknowledged that 
such unfunded requirements 
may eventually shift billions 
of dollars in mandated spend- 
ing from foe federal to foe 
state governments. 

And Sen. Mitchell con- 
reded to the governors that 
the question of mandates 
from Washington b probably 


foe most problematic for him 
to resolve as he tries this year 
to cobble together a single 
health care reform bill from 
several proposals put forward 
by various factions. 

Sen. Mitchell said Senate 
Republican leader Robert 
Dole posed a threat to the 
nation’s existing public health 
programmes — Medicaid and 
Medicare — if a universal 
coverage bill is not enacted 
fob year. 

The NGA has protested in 
a letter to Sen. Dole a prop- 
osal to cap federal contribu- 
tions to state-rnn Medicaid, 
sagying that is the federal 
government pays less, the 
states wil] wind up paying 
more. 

“A cap on the federal 
share of Medicaid spending 
would assure that states bear 
a disproportionate share of a 
programme that was in- 
tended as a state and federal 
partnership, 7 ’ the letter said. 

Both Sen. Dole and Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton are due to 
address the governors on foe 
final day of their meeting 
Tuesday. 6 


Toughest part of 
moon mission was 
descent, landing’ 


NEW KNOXVILLE, Ohio 
(AFP) — Nefl Armstmito 
foe firet man to set foot 
foe moon, returned to ^ 
hometown here Sunday for a 
rare public appearance to 
mark the 25th anniveisaiy of 
the hmar landing. “It's great 
to be back,” foe 65-year-old 
Armstrong said at the event 
to commemorate the Apollo 
II mission on which he took 
his famous July 20, l%g 
moon walk. Leaving his foot, 
steps on foe moon, when be 
uttered: “One small step for 
a man. one giant leap for 
mankind,” was not the most 
memorable moment of the ‘ 
mission for him, said Arm- 
strong. That exceptional mo- 
ment, be said, was making 
the final approach to the ■ 
moon. Armstrong took over 
the controls of Apollo n dar- 
ing the landing to avoid 
dangerous ' boulders on the 
Sea of Tranquility. “For me, 
foe final descent and final 
Landing were far and away 
foe most difficult part of the 
flight,” he said. “Pilots take 
no special joy in walking. 
Pilots like flying.” Armstrong 
expressed pride in the space 
vessel that transported him to 
foe moon, but said todavsfa 
space shuttle also was an 
admirable flying ma chin e. 
“It's so much more complex 
than anything we flew in our 
day,” he said. 1«. think it’s 
•remarkable what they've 
been able to do with the 
shuttle.” 


4-year-old named 
reincarnation 
of lama 


AUTUN. France (AP) — It 
was like a scene from little 
Buddha, a la Francaise: A 
four-year-old boy believed tp 
be the reincarnation of 
Buddhist master was named a 
Lama. The child, whose ori- 
ginal identity was not re- 
vealed, was formally ■ given 
the new name of Tulkon 
Kalou Rinpocbe in a cere- 
mony before 2,000 believers' 
at Europe's largest Buddhist 
temple, near tins small town 
in southern France. The boy, 
born in Paris to parents from 
Bhutan and Tibet, b seen as 
foe reincarnation of Kalon 
Rinpoche, considered one of 
the great spiritual masters rtf 
the religion and a dose friend 
of the Dalai Lama, Tibet's 
exiled leader. Members of 
the Kagyu Ling Bnddhij£ 
Community here say tfie 
child was identified as Kalou 
Rinpoche’s reincarnation af-' 
ter being able to pick out the 
late Lama’s belongings when 
he was a year old. The child 
speaks French, English and 
Tibetan and will make a tour 
of European Buddhist centre 
before going to a monastery 
in Sonada, India, to receive 
12 years of instruction. Ita- 
lian director Bernardo Berto- 
lucci's film. Little Buddha, 
has recently been a big hit in 
France with its tale of an 
American youngster seen by 
Tibetan Buddhists as the 
reincarnation of a lama, or 
spiritual master. 


Obscene phone 
calls at House 
of Commons 


LONDON (AFP) — Police 
are trying to identify an 
obscene phone caller who has 
been harassing employees at 
the House of Commons, the 
Sunday People newspaper re- 
ported. Investigators are con- 
vinced the man is using the 
internal telephone system at 
the palace of Westminster to 
make hb calls, which are of 
an obscene sexual nature, 
said foe People. The possibil- 
ity that the calls are being 
made by a Member of Parlia- 
ment, a Lord or a parliament 
tary employee has not been 
ruled out, it added. Workers 
at the House of Commons 
have been given instructions 
for dealing with the phone 
calls. They have been told to 
hang up immediately and 
contact the investigators as 
soon as possible so foe call 
can be traced. 


Man accused of 
killing wife and 
chopping her up 


GENEVA (AFP) — Police 
said Sunday they were look- 
ing for a 33-year-old Kurdish 
man suspected of killing hfe 
wife and chopping her into 
pieces. The woman’s remains 
were discovered Saturday by 
police searching foe building 
in Geneva where foe couple 
lived. They were in plastic 
dustbin bags in foe cellar and 
in containers placed in front 
of the building. The 29-year- 
old woman was reported mis- 
sing Friday by her brother.^ 
who shared an apartment^ 
with the couple. The husband 
had just completed a four- 
year prison sentence for drug 
smuggling. 
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Rwandan rebels claim victory 


Several dozens of dead Rwandan refugees lay on the road in 
the border city oT Goma in Zaire after they were trampled 
by other refugees fleeing the RPF (Rwandan Patriotic 


Front) troops advancing on the city of Gisenyi in north west 
Rwanda (AFP photo) 


Georgia may face violence in Adjaria 
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I HISI (R) — Georgian 
ident Eduard Shevard- 
nadze said Monday he would 
act resolutely to prevent any 
outbreak of violence in the 
Black Sea province of Ad- 
jaria, the only ethnic region 
in his state untouched by 
unrest so far. 

The beleaguered former 
Soviet foreign minister was 
reacting to a recent appeal 
for help from Adjarian par- 
liamentary chief Aslan 
Abashidze, who said “infor- 
mal armed groups” were con- 
centrating on the region’s 
boundaries. 

. k T want to state that au- 
thorities win not allow a new 
hotebed of instability in this 
ancient region of Georgia,” 
Mr. Shevardnadze said in a 
regular radio weekly inter- 
view. 


“All means at our dis- 
posal will be used to... pre- 
vent any provocation.” 

Mr. Abashidze said last 
week armed groups could des- 
tabilise Adjaria and lead to 
Georgia's disintegration. He 
threatened to resign unless 
central authorities in Tbilisi 
acted resolutely. 

Two other ethnic regions 
of the Trancaucaaan state. 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia, 
have been hit by ethnic con- 
flicts since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. Abkhazian 
separatists have driven Geor- 
gian troops out of the region 
and Mr. Shevardnadze can ill 
afford another rebellion in 
weakened and tense country. 

Georgia is flooded with 
weapons and armed groups 
with varying loyalities, 


beyond control of the author- 
ities. 

Adjaria, bordering Tur- 
key. is a Muslim regin of a 
largely Christian state. Its in- 
habitants are nonetheless 
ethnic Georgians. 

The Adjarian capital, 
Batumi, is a vital Blade Sea 
port. 

Tm concerned about the 
information coming from 
Abashidze,” said Mr. She- 
vardnadze. 

He said he had dispatched 
Vice-Premier Avtandil Mar- 
giani and security services 
chief Igor Giorgadze to Ad- 
jaria to study the situatiou. 
They were joined by influen- 
tial deputy Jaba Loseliani, 
leader of the paramilitary 
Mkherdriohi (Horseman) 
Group. 


Spain, France calm fishing row 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
France and Spain calmed a 
bitter fishing row after Euro- 
pean Union Monday and 
.Spain agreed to. hand back a 
French tuna boat torched by 
angry Spanish fishermen on 
foe high seas. 

' EU Fisheries Commission- 
er Lonnis Paleckrassas said 
trawler, the Gabrielle, 
Vfrich was Seized by Spanish 
fishermen Saturday, would 
he handed back to French 
authorities under the control 
Of EU inspectors. 

I The commissioner said in 
future, EU inspectors would 
call on observer ships belong- 
ing to EU members and 
would have powers to check 
out tuna boats. 

Mr. Palesckrassas spoke 
after taking part in an 
emergency meeting here 
Monday between French and 
Spanish Fisheries Ministers 


Jean Puech and Luis Atieaza. 

Mr. Puech said everyone at 
the meeting condemned the 
weekend violence and 
claimed French drift nets 
conformed with EU regula- 
tions limiting them to 2.5 
kilometres (1.5 miles), in- 
cluding those of the Gabriel- 
le. 

In Saturday’s incident off 
the north-west Spanish re- 
gion of Galicia, Spanish 
fishermen set fire to the Gab- 
rieile, after cutting its nets 
which they said contravened 
EU regulations. 

Mr. Paleckrassas said the 
trawler would soon be taken 
under tow with EU inspec- 
tors aboard to its home port. 
The inspectors would also 
estimate the cost of damage 
to the ship. 

A new meeting was to be 
held here over whether tuna 
boats should be able to take a 


second drift net in case- the 
first net is lost or damaged. 

The Spanish suspect that 
French fishermen nave fled 
their nets- together -and Mr. 
Atienza said he was against 
“a second drift net even if it is 
a spare." 

Over the weekend, French 
and Spanish officials traded 
accusations and criticises be- 
fore taking the dispute to the 
EU. 

Mr. Puech said the attack 
was ’’inadmissible” and 
broke all the rales of interna- 
tional law,” while the French 
government made a formal 
protest to Madrid. 

Spanish Defence Minister 
Julian Garcia Vergas de- 
fended the Spanish fisher- 
men, saying they were “fun- 
damentally right” although 
their methods were “repre- 
hensible.” 


Perry assures Romania of U.S. commitment 


BUCHAREST (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry assured President Ion 
Biescu and other Romanian 
leaders Monday of Washing- 
ton’s commitment to stability 
in Europe and finding a solu- 
tion to me conflict in Bosnia. 

He also said Romania had 
a special place in future 
European security arrange- 
ments having been the first 
former Soviet Bloc, country 
to sign up for NATO’s “part- 
nership for peace” scheme. 

Mr. Perry, on a whirlwind 
visit to nine Balkan and 
South European nations, told 
reprorters his talks went well. 
The U.S. looked forwad to 
-f doser defence cooperation 
| $)rith Romania and other for- 
'mer Soviet Bloc states; be 
■<1*% said. 

“The secretary told him 
(Iliescu) that we are in 
Europe to stay with 100,000 
troops and the president said 
he welcomed that commit- 
ment,” a senior U.S. De- 
fence Department official 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Perry also had talks 
with Defence Minister 
Gheorghe Tinea and Foreign 
Minister Teodor Melescanu 
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on future joint military man- 
oeuvres, exchanges of milit- 
ary officers and ways to help 
Romania reform and mod- 
ernise its armed forces. 

“From my discussions with 
Mr. Perry, it is obvious now 
that there is a clear vision of 
the United States concerning 
Europe,” Mr. Melescanu 
told reporters. 

“I informed Mr. Perry that 
one of our main objectives 
concerning the Yugoslav cri- 
sis is the containment of the 
conflict within the existing 
area.” 

Mr. Perry is one of the few 
senior U.S. officials to visit 
Romania since Stalinist dicta- 
tor Nicolae Ceausescu was 
toppled from power and ex- 
ecuted in 1989. 

“I believe we are well 
embarked on a very long 
period of friendship and 
cooperation between Roma- 
nia and the United States 
which will extend well 
beyond .the subjects we dis- 
cussed today,” Mr. Perrey 
told a news conference 
shared with Mr. Tinea. 

“We would be delighted. 
As a matter of fact .we have 
been ready for years,” Mr. 


Tinea told reporters of the 
prospect of joint defence ex- 
ercises and closer military ties 
with the West. 

Later Monday Mr. Perry 
flew to Sofia for similar meet- 
ings with Bulgarian govera- 
’ment leaders. 

His trip will also take in 
Albania, Bosnia, Macedonia, 
Croatia, Greece, Turkey and 
Italy before he returns to 
Washington Saturday. 

Mr. Perry told reporters 
Sunday he was anxious to 
meet Balkan leaders in an 
attempt to keep the civil war 
in the former Yugoslavia 
from spreading. 

Mr. Tinea said Romania, 
ex-Yugoslavia's neighbour, 
was not only worried about 
the military dimension of tire 
Bosnia conflict but also the 
economic fallout, which had 
cost Romania billions of dol- 
lars through embargo-related 
trade losses. 

Mr. Perry will visit the 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo Fri- 
day for discussions with 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, British com- 
mander of the United Na- 
tions Forces (UNPROFOR) 
in Bosnia. 


No end in sight for Nigerian oil strike 
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Lagos (R) — Leaders of 
Nigeria's striking oil workers 
vowed Monday to press on 
with their stoppage, now in 
.its third week, despite a gov- 
ernment pledge to consider 
freeing detainees including 
fcelf-dedared President Mos- 
hood Abiola. 

“Nothing has changed," 
Sola Omudunni, president of 
.foe senior oil union PEN- 
PASSAN, told Reuters. 


_ The strike against Nigeria’s 
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oU industry has choked 
off fuel supplies to domestic 
consumers, forcing many 
businesses to dose m Africa’s 
most populous nation, but 
had no major impact on 
e *ports of crude. 


Mr. Abiola, apparent win- 
ner of June 1993 presidential 
elections that were scrapped, 
and scores of other people 
have been detained since 
May for calling for an end to 
military rule. 

Mr. Abiola, a wealthy 
businessman, is on trial for 
treason for proclaiming him- 
self president. 

Government representa- 
tives met the umbrella Niger- 
ia Labour Congress (NLC) at 
the weekend and agreed to 
free the detainees if they 
would keep the peace. 

But PENGASSAN’s Omu- 
dunni said: “We are not party 
to that meeting. We don’t 
belong to the NLC." 


The junior oil workers’ un- 
ion. NuPENG, which started 
the strike before it was joined 
by PENGASSAN, said its 
executive committee had re- 
solved not only to maintain 
the strike but aimed ot make 
it more effective. 

The NLC, whose central 
working committee was 
meeting Monday to consider 
its next move, groups 41 un- 
ions but has no control over 
their individual actions. 

It has itself threatened to 
call out its 3.5 million mem- 
bers on strike. Unionn 
sources said they doubted the 
NLC would go ahead with a 
strike but individual unions 
might take their own actions. 


Mitterrand 

has 

prostate 

surgery 

PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, 77, 
underwent successful pros- 
tate surgery at a Paris hospit- 
al Monday, his personal 
physician said. 

Dr. Claude Gubler said iu 
a statement that Mr. Mitter- 
rand, who had a first opera- 
tion for prostate cancer in 
September 1992, underwent 
foe latest operation to re- 
move an obstruction in his 
urethra which was affecting 
his kidney. 

“The operation, conducted 
by endoscopy, went very 
well,” be said in a statement 
issued by the president’s 
Office. 

A spokesman for the capit- 
al’s Public Hospital Author-, 
ity said Mr. Mitterrand might 
be released from Cochin 
Hospital as early as next 
weekend and would require 
two months* convalescence. 

The operation, which re- 
quires a genera] anaesthetic 
for foe “keyhole” insertion of 
an optical probe was planned 
some time ago and Prime 
Minister Edouard BaQadur 
was notified a week ago, offi- 
cials said. 

It came at the start of 
France’s political summer 
break, when foe president's 
official duties are tight. 

There was no sign that his 
condition would lead to 
bringing forward the pres- 
idential election due next 
May. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who 
appeared vigorous in an 
hour-long television inter- 
view last Thursday, has ex- 
pressed his determination to 
serve out his second seven- 
year term unless illness 
forced him to step down. 

Dr. Gubler said tests and 
scans conducted since May 5 
had pinpointed the problem. 
Mr. Mitterrand’s latest six- 
monthly health bulletin, 
issued on June 30, said all 
tests were normal and there 
was no sign of an extension of 
the cancer. 


KIGALI (Agencies) — Re- 
bels have swept away the last 
government resistance and 
won the war for Rwanda, the 
top rebel commander said 
Monday. 

But another fight was 
brewing between foe rebels 
and French troops protecting 
a no-fight zone where Rwan- 
dan government leaders 
wanted for war crimes have 
taken refuge, rebel comman- 
der Gen. Paul Kagame said. 

“We have captured all of 
Rwanda up to the French 

S rotection zone and a cease- 
re is effectively in place," 
Gen. Kagame told reporters 
in foe capital, Kigali. 

Gen. Kagame said he 
hoped foe ceasefire would 
halt the desperate flight of 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees pouring 
across the border into Zaire. 
“There is no need for anyone 
to flee Rwanda,” said Gen. 
Kagame. “We guarantee all 
Rwandans stability and 
security.” 

Gen. Kagame said his sol- 
diers were under strict orders 
not to harm civilians, but he 
gave no such reassurances to 
French forces guarding a 
U.N.-mandated humanita- 
rian aid zone in foe south- 
western corner of foe central 
African nation. 

“We will exercise all the 
restraint we can... but we are 
capable of putting up a good 
fight,” said Gen. Kagame, 
who accused the French of “a 
lot of dishonesty” in their 
claim that the zone was stria- . 
ly for humanitarian purposes. 

Last week, government 
officials accused by the Un- 
ited Nations of inciting the 
massacre of more than 
500,000 Rwandans — most of 


them ethnic Tutsis — escaped 
into foe zone by helicopter. 
The mostly Tutsi rebels have 
demanded that the French 
turn over. 

The French have said it is 
not within their U.N. huma- 
nitarian aid mandate to 
apprehend their former 
allies. 

But foe rebels daim there 
is no need for a protection 
zone since the Hutu militias 
that committed the massacres 
have been routed. The rebels 
claim the French are only 
interested in aiding the Hutu- 
dominated government, as 
they did in 1993 when they 
helped repel a Tutsi rebel 
attack on Kigali. 

“We don’t want a con- 
frontation with the French, 
but we mil do what is neces- 
sary to bring those men to 
justice,” Gen. Kagame said. 

Government-trained mili- 
tias erupted in wholesale 
slaughter of Tutsis and 
opposition party members on 
April 6. hours after foe plane 
of President Juvenal 
Habyarimana — a Hutu — 
exploded on approach to 
Kigali airport. 

The Tutsi-led Rwandan 
Patriotic Front, which had 
signed a peace accord with 
the government on August 
1993, immediately launched a 
new offensive. 

The rebels have promised a 
new, multiparty government 
and on Monday announced 
that Pastor Kizimungu, a 
moderate Hutu, would serve 
a five-year-term as Rwanda's 
new president. 

Mr. Kizimungu joins Faus- 
tin, Twagirimungu, also a 
Hutu, whose appointment as 
prime minister in last year’s 
peace accords was reaffirmed 


by the rebels. 

Radio Rwanda, which was 
monitored by foe British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), confirmed that Mr. 
Twagiramungu would be 
prime minister of the “suffi- 
ciently broad-based govern- 
ment of national unity.” 

By giving Hutus the two 
top jobs, the Tutsi- 
dominated RPF appeared to 
be trying to reassure the 
Hutu majority they had no- 
thing to fear under the new 
government. 

Ms. Bizimungu was foe 
RPFs representative in Brus- 
sels. A spokeswoman for the 
RPF in Brussels confirmed 
that Mr. Bizimungu was in 
the capital Kigali. 

She said the new govern- 
ment would be installed 
Tuesday in Kigali. 

On Sunday. RPF soldiers 
began cleaning up foe shat- 
tered parliamentary building 
in Kigali ready for foe new 
government to move in. 

Radio Rwanda said all par- 
ties linked to slain President 
Juvenal Habyarimana and 
members of the self-declared 
government set up in April, 
would be excluded from the 
new authority. 

Posts which had been allo- 
cated to Mr. Habyarimana’s 
MRND (Republican Move- 
ment for National Develop- 
ment) party and his allies 
under the Arusha accord 
would be taken up by foe 
RPF. 

Up to 100,000 Rwandans 
fled a French-declared “safe 
haven” into neighbouring 
Zaire over the past 24 hours, 
foe International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
Monday. 

"It happened so suddenly 


and nobody is ready. Hie 
barriers are open and nobody 
can stop them,” ICRC dele- 
rate Marianne Coradazzi told 
Reuters from the Zaire bor- 
der town of Bukavu. 

Mr. Coradazzi said the ex- 
odus began with a trickle of 
1,000 people Friday, but that 
people began pouring across 
from foe town of Cyangugu 
on the Rwandan ride early 
Sunday and that the human 
deluge was continuing. 

The reason for the exodus 
was still unclear as Cyangugu 
is within foe zone protected 
by French military forces 
against attacks by the Rwan- 
da Patriotic Front (RPF), 
Ms. Coradazzi said. 

Crowds went on looting 
sprees around Changugu at 
dawn on Monday and shots 
could be heard as soldiers 
apparently tried to restore 
order, she said. 

Stampedes and mortar fire 
from fighting between rebels 
and the Rwanda government 
army killed at least 100 re- 
fugees and aid workers said 
Monday that foe internation- 
al airlift to feed one million 
people had been suspended. 

Reporters who went to one 
border crossing point be- 
tween Gisenyi on the Rwan- 
dan side and Goma in Zaire 
saw a total of about 100 
bodies. 

A baby lay sleeping beside 
the bloodstained, lifeless 
form of her mother. The 
woman had been killed with 
more than 30 others by a 
mortar bomb that fell into an 
area packed with refugees 
just inside Zaire late Sunday. 

Wounded lay in the dust, 
groaning for help but there 
was not a single doctor or aid 
worker in sight. 


Bosnian Serbs, Muslims debate peace plan 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia’s 
Serb and Muslim -Croat par- 
liamentary assemblies were 
debating foe latest interna- 
tional peace plan Monday 
amid signs foe Serbs will say 
no and foe Sarajevo govern- 
ment will say yes*. 

The Serb. Assembly in Pale 
was delayed until Monday 
afternoon, but the Bosnian 
Serb News Agency said de- 
puties it bad polled were 
“unanimous” that the peace 
plan iu its present form 
should not be accepted. 

The commander of U.N. 
forces in Bosnia, Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose, 
said at be weekend his 
peacekeepers might have to 
pull out by foe end of the 
summer and make way for a 
NATO fighting force if foe 
peace plan is turned down. 

In Sarajevo, Bosnian Presi- 
dent Ahja Izetbegovic once 
again gave grudging approval 
to the peace plan, which di- 
vides the country roughly in 
half between the Serbs and 
foe Muslim-Croat federation. 

“I chink this plan cannot be 
refused even if it is unfair. If 
we refuse this plan the world 
will think that we want the 
war option and from that 
moment circumstances won’t 
be on our ride,” foe Muslim 
leader said. 

In remarks to the Bosnian 
sabor, a non-governmental 
gathering of Muslim intellec- 
tuals, politicians and other 
opinion formers, Mr. Izetbe- 
govic said foe fact that foe 
Serbs were expected to say 
no was a good reason for his 
ride to say yes. 


The sabor went into dosed 
session after first hearing a 
head-scarved Muslim 
women’s choir sing patriotic 
songs. 

Much of the sabor’s mem- 
bership overlaps with the par- 
liament, which was schedule 
to meet later in the day, so 
any decision by the sabor 
would be a good leading in- 
dicator of what .the parlia- 
ment would deade. 

The big powers that 
drafted foe peace plan — 
Russia, the United States. 
Germany, Britain and France 
— want a definitive response 
by Tuesday and have said 
anything short of complete 
acceptance will constitute a 
"no.” 

In die event of a rejection 
of foe proposals, the interna- 
tional community has 
. threatened to increase press- 
.ure on the Serbs by tighten- 
ing economic sanctions and 
ultimately by lifting the arms 
embargo on foe Muslims. 

U.SJ Defence Secretary 
William Perry said Sunday 
NATO and the United States 
faced deeper military in- 
volvement in Bosnia whether 
or not the warring parties 
accepted die peace plan. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the Serbs may be asked to 
adopt a decision calling for 
more negotiation on the plan, 
which calls onfoem to give up 
about a third of foe land they 
now hold. 

But in Pale, a mountain 
resort near the Bosnian capit- 
al Sarajevo, opinion among 
the deputies was hardening in 


favour of rejection of ‘the 
plan, which has been pre- 
sented by foe international 
community as the ’’last 
chance” to end the 27-montb- 
old war. 

“I do not think that the 
deputies will accept the peace 
plan since the Serbs are 
choosing today between sur- 
vival and disappearance from 
these regions of foe former 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” said 
Bosnian Serb Vice-President 
Biljana Plavsic. 

“No matter if foe Serb 
deputies vote to accept or 
reject the plan, foe war in 
these parts will go on until 
foe Muslim people, under 
Izetbegovic, give up the idea 
of forming an Islamic state on 
Serbian land.” 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic has said he is 
ready to call a general mobi- 
lisation to defend his people. 

As the Serbs staked their 
claim to foe land, the United 
Nations said it feared a new 
wave *of “ethnic deansing” 
was under way in northeast 
Bosnia. 

Serbs Friday forced 135 
Muslim s from their homes, 
robbed them and pushed 
them into government terri- 
tories. 

Another 200 to 300 Muslim 
men of military age were 
reported to have been round- 
ed up by foe Bosnian Serbs in 
foe Bijelina and Brcko areas 
and taken away. 

Meanwhile Croatia’s par- 
liament has called on U.N. 
troops to cut off a breakaway 
Serb enclave from suppliers 


in former Yugoslavia and 
start returning Croat refugees 
to foe region by Sept. 30. 

The 27-month-old U.N. 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) mandate expires on 
that day. If there were no 
progress by then, the man- 
date would be cancelled, foe 
nationalist-dominated parlia- 
ment said in a resolution pas- 
sed late Sunday. 

The session was boycotted 
by opposition parties over 
what they call foe strongman 
rule of President Franjo 
Tudjman and parliament's 
role as a robber stamp for his 
. policies. 

It was a non-bidding re- 
solution but government de- 
puties said they would recon- 
vene parliament in -•Septem- 
ber for a binding verdict on 
foe future of UNPROFOR. 

Sunday's resolution de- 
mands U.N. troops deploy 
along Croatian borders now 
controlled by the separatist 
Krajina Serbs to choke off 
their supplies of money, 
weapons and ammunition 
from Serb-held Bosnia and 
Serbia. 

It also wants UNPROFOR 
to bring about the safe return 
of refugees and — not neces- 
sarily before Sept. 30 — se- 
cure economic and political 
reintegration of Krajina into 
Croatia. 

All demands are covered 
by U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions not implemented 
because UNPROFOR has 
not been given the authority 
or firepower to do so by 
force. 


Loyalist group claims responsibility for N. Ireland attack 


BELFAST (Agencies) — A 
Protestant paramilitary group 
claimed responsibility Mon- 
day for an overnight attack in 
which gunmen wounded a 
dozen people in a pub fre- 
quented by Roman Catholics 
near Annaclone, south of 
Belfast. 

The attackers fired through 
foe windows of the pub late 
Sunday as some 50 people, 
including women and chil- 
dren, were watching foe last 
moments of foe World Cup 
soccer final on television. 

Only two minutes earlier 
foe landlord had locked the 
doors of the pub to prevent a 
coachload of local Gaelic 
football supporters returning 
from a match from barging 
in. 

A statement issued by the 
banned Ulster Freedom 
Fighteis said the “locked, 
heavy mahogany front doors 
(of foe pub) prevented our 
volunteers from inflicting 
heavy casualties.” 

The statement said that the 
incident was in retaliation for 
similar attacks by the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) and 
in protest at Roman Catholic 
support for a united Ireland. 

Most of those wonnded 
were able to walk to ambu- 
lances sent to the scene, but 
some were hit in foe back. 

One witness said the vic- 
tims were so panicked after 
foe attack that it took some 
minutes before rescuers 


could convince them to un- 
lock foe doors of the pub. 

Medical sources said four 
men and a woman had been 
detained in hospital, of whom 
two bad bullet wounds 
though their lives were not in 
danger. The remaining three 
were injured by flying glass. 

A month ago, foe banned 
Protestant Ulster Volunteer 
Force killed six Roman 
Catholic customers in a pub 
in the little village or Loughi- 
mriand, also south of Belfast. 

In that case also the victims 
were watching a World Cup 
tie on television. 

Loyalist (Protestant) para- 
militaries have carried out 
attacks on pub crowds in 
northern and southern Ire- 
land to this year but the 
nationalist ERA has so far not 
been accused of doing so. 

The loyalists fear that 
progress in peace initiatives 
launched by the British and 
Irish governments last year 
might lead to a weakening of 
their position in Northern 
Ireland and their link with 
mainland Britain. 

The IRA said Sunday it 
had executed a Belfast 
woman it accused of being a 
police informer. 

Police discovered foe body 
of a woman Sunday morning 
in a wooded area of Roslea, 
near the border with foe Irish 
Republic. 

The IRA identified the 
woman as Caroline Moor- 


bead and said she had been 
paid bewtween £50 and £100 
($25 and $150) each time she 
passed on information about 
the IRA to foe police. 

An IRA statement said 
Ms. Moorhead “was a willing 
and active informer cooperat- 
ing with foe RUC (Royal 
Ulster Constabulary) Special 
Branch since September 
1992.” 

The statement said that 
“had she come forward at 
any time, her life would have 
bene spared.” 

The statement said her 
“execution” was intended as 
a warning to other people 
who were either currently 
working with the police or 
being approached for in- 
- formation. 

Meanwhile, riots involving 
loyalist Protestant prisoners 
broke out overnight in a Bel- 
fast jail which had seen simi- 
lar disturbances three days 
earlier, the Northern Ireland 
Office said. 

The disturbances, which 
caused considerable damage, . 
broke out Saturday night at 
Crualin Road Prison. For 
several hours, around 100 
prisoners ransacked their 
cells and attempted to break 
down their doors. 

They were protesting at 
conditions in the jail. 

Lari Thursday, around a 
hundred prisoners climbed to 
the roof of foe jail where they 
stayed for three hours, 


throwing tiles at guards and 
police. 

Damage on the occasion 
was estimated at £20,000 
($30,000). 

On Sunday, Gerry Adams, 
leader of the Irish Republi- 
can Army’s political wing 
Sinn Fein, adopted a tough 
stance on the future of North- 
ern Ireland saying it was not a 
matter for foe province’s rul- 
ers Britain to deride. 

It was the latest of several 
hardline statements from Ir- 
ish Republicans. It came 24 
hours after Britain urged the 
Irish government to amend 
its constitutional claim to 
Northern Ireland. 

Violence in the province 
has escalated since Dublin 
and London first prevented a 
plan outlining initial steps to 
end 25 years of political and 
sectarian strife in the region. 

Mr. Adams said Britain 
should limit itself to creating 
the conditions for peace, not 
dictate its terms. 

“The future of foe people 
of this island is a matter for 
all foe people of this island. It 
is not the business of the 
British government,” he said. 

“Its future role in our 
affairs must be to create the 
condition in which all our 
people can exercise our right 
to national self- 
determination free from ex- 
ternal impediment.” 

In their so-called Downing 
Street Declaration last De- 


cember, London and Dublin 
offered Sinn Fein a place m 
talks on foe province’s future 
if foe IRA gave up its violent 
struggle to end British rule 
over foe province. 

Sinn Fein is still preparing 
to give its definitive response 
to foe Anglo-Irish plan, hav- 
ing sought clarification over a 
number of issues. 

On Friday London and 
Dublin decided to postpone a 
summit on moves towards 
peace when they failed to 
agree on how to encourage 
rival Republican and loyalist 
political parties to foe nego- 
tiating table. 

Republicans believe the 
North's staunchly pro-British 
Protestant majority, deter- 
mined to retain links with 
London, has had an effective 
stranglehold over British gov- 
ernment policy in the pro- 
vince. 

Mr. Adams said Sinn Fein 
had always argued that the 
consent of Protestant union- 
ists was needed for peace in 
the province, but said they 
could not have a veto over 
British policy. 

“The unionists cannot have 
a veto over British policy and 
the British government must 
stop hiding behind the pre- 
tence that they do," he said. 

“In any future negotiations 
on foe constitutional issue the 
aim must be to bring about a 
just and lasting settlement," 
said Mr. Adams. 
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history vs reality on ground 


:rr IS generally agreed that the opening of 
talSis yesterday between Israel and Jordan in 
Wadi Araba represents yet another break- 
through in the quest for peace in the Middle 
East. The fact that Jordanians and Israelis 
were able to see their own people talking to 
Hke other side, face to face, on the border of 
■’■bear two countries, live on television, means 
that something new is happening and it conld 
change the face of peace-making in the 
region for good. 

That change will be farther deepened 
Somoaxow when the Prime Minister, Abdul 
Salam Majali, meets with the Israeli foreign 
minister, Shimon Peres and the U.S. Secret- 
ary cf State Warren Christopher on the 
eastern shore of the Dead Sea. 

Secretary Christopher will be arriving in 
Jordan from Syria where, hopefully, he 
-sratild have been able to achieve solid prog- 
ress on the Israeii-Syrian track, thus opening 
i'ise way to a truly positive change from which 
all parties can benefit and proceed to the next 
step with added confidence. Should this torn 
out to be the case, then His Majesty the 
Xing’s trip to Washington, and his meeting 
with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
President Bill Clinton, could provide the 
right impetus for the peace process to take 
off from there. 

But while ail these meetings and talks are 
indeed important, even crucial, to success of 
'■be peace effort, the real breakthrough 
cannot be achieved unless the outstandi ng 
issues and disputes are resolved according to 
U.N. resolutions and international legality, 
which all parties have accepted as the basis 
for an Arab-Israeli settlement. Issues like 
territories, water, refugees, Jerusalem, and 
security have not yet been addressed serious- 
y and properly; and unless they are, partku- 
jsriy by the Israeli side, meetings can go on 
or a Bong time without true peace being 
established. 

Sliy aBdm Rubenstein, in his address to the 
opsmiag session erf the talks yesterday, ex- 
pressed hope and sounded upbeat about both 
Ike past and the future. But he somehow 
jitambled when mentioning, or failed to 
::cat 3 fis, today’s problems and their soin- 
:*ccs. The present, Mr. Rubenstein ought to 
*2 reminded, is not about some project^ to 
Wadi Araba or a joint des a lin a tio n 
•■•V’;: to provide more water. It is about 
relcimsng territories occupied by Israel, as a 
:21st step, and then discussing what might be 
done with bordering territories later. The 
present is about acknowledging neighbours’ 
water rights, right at the outset, and moving 

build plants to increase water supplies at 
r s£er stages. 

Jordanians, Mr. Rubenstein, might want 
.0 kftow, feel that the gestures that they will 
save made by this time next week will be 
gh for Israel to start a process of 
reciprocity towards Jordan. This country 
can ill-afford protracted negotiations that 
wedd produce nothing for its people. 
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PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDAN is today the focus of world public attention not 
because of the talks at Wadi Araba but rather due to the 


credibility of its leadership and its orientation towards 
durable and just peace, said A1 Ra*i daily Monday. The 
.- .idi Araba talks should be viewed within the context of 
•lie Kingdom’s ongoing efforts to attain the aspired peace 
nid as a prelude to regaining its lost territory and other 
hints, said the paper. Quoting His Majesty King Hussein’s 
words to the Armed Forces earlier this week, that men 
should not fear an encounter with other men to discuss 
rights and justice. The paper said that Jordan was entering 
the negotiations at Wadi Araba to guarantee the nation’s 
rights and ensure a stable and secure future for the coming 
generations. In a clear commitment to the peace process 
and in a demonstration of Jordan’s determination to pursue 
efforts to arrive at peace, the King Sunday issued directives 
10 the government to ensure facilities for the Jordanian 
delegation to make their mission a success, noted the 
paper. 

r.iw;:ssin i ’ Sunday’s dashes between Palestinian youths in 
. . - "-oops, a columnist in A3 Dcstour said that 

*I - .5 security arrangements and 
* agreements on Palestinians travel to and 

irom the occupied lands are so fragile that any incident 
lould cause total chaos. Taher Udwan said that the Israeli 
rovernment is to blame for the incident in which two Arabs 
were killed because the Israeli authorities ignored the 
bilateral agreements 'and wanted to subject the Arabs to 
further repression. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


Peace makers and the art of weaving modern tents 


IN THE end, after decades of warfare, hesitation and 
emotional contortions. Jordanian-Israeti peace making came _ 
down to a meeting in a tent in the desert. As far as 
symbolism goes, the Jordanian-Israeli negotiations that 
opened in Wadi Araba yesterday are probably the most 
significant single event since the start of the current 
peace-making effort that was inaugurated at the Madrid 
peace talks in 1991. 

The Wadi Araba talks are paramountly symbolic because 
the physical presence of official Israeli negotiators on 
Jordanian territory breaches an immense psychological 
barrier that has always bedevilled the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
That also unleashes powerful sentiments and forces that 
bode well for the future of both countries, and for the region 
as a whole. The psychological barrier of Israelis negotiating 
on Jordanian soil is not a mere emotional symbol. That 
barrier bad been damaging, because the absence of peace 
has meant the dominance of confrontation, which in turn has 
meant sustained emotional tension and physical suffering for 
Arabs and Israelis alike. 

It is sad but true that the Egyptian-Israeli peace has not 
brought either side the national progress, economic advances 
and psychological serenity that they had hoped for, because 
the Egyptian-Israeli conflict was a sideshow to the main 
confrontation between Zionism and Arab national rights in 
Palestine and the surrounding Levantine region. Egypt has 
deteriorated badly in the last decade, because it has not been 
able to address the root causes of its domestic problems, 
partly because it has not been able to develop its bilateral 
peace with Israel into a dynamic of regional cooperation for 
economic and social progress. 

The Wadi Araba meetings are qualitatively different. They 
come in the wake of the Palest in i an-Israeli accords on 
Palestinian self-government and they hold out the promise to 
Israel of working with its Levantine neighbours on the most 
pressing issues that will preoccupy them' all in the future, 
namely issues of water, mutual economic expansion, re- 
source development, investment flows and environmental 
protection. What Israel really needs, it could not get from 
Egypt alone. It can get it, however, from the talks under way 
with the Palestinians. Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, building 
on die base of'the peace with Egypt. 

For the first several decades of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Israel was primarily concerned about its physical security and 
its survival. These goals were soon assured by the combina- 
tion of Israel’s militarism and its strong strategic support by 
the United States. In recent decades, though. Israel’s 
overriding goal has shifted from survival to acceptance in the 
region by its Arab neighbours. The Wadi Araba tails, more 
than any other single recent event, symbolise Jordanian and, 
by extension, Arab readiness to accept Israel as a member of 
the dub of Levantine nation-states. 

This acceptance, however, is neither unilateral nor cost 
free, for in return Israel has to accept several important 
realities: the national rights of the Palestinian people, the 
sovereign, territorial and natural resource rights of Jordan 
and the other Arab states bordering Israel, and the principle 


of mutual cooperation for the benefit of all states in this area. 
The Wadi Araba talks both inaugurate and validate this 
historic deal. 

Appropriately, the deal is being negotiated and consum- 
mated in a tent in the desert — a tent that was erected almost 
overnight, and a tent that, in keeping with the nature and 
culture of foe shelter, can move further afield, to other 
lands, countries, people and issues. It is tempting to view foe 
venue of foe tent as a profound statement about foe political 
culture of Arabs and Israelis. The teat is the traditional 
home of nomadic Arabs and Israelis, dating back thousands 
of years. It is both sturdy and mobile, and an apt symbol of 
the cultural identities that bind Arabs and Israelis in a long 
historic legacy. 

The symbolism of the tent as venue for peace-making and 
detente, leading to Arab-Israeli reconciliation and coopera- 
tion, is supremely important because it reveals what I believe 
mil soon emerge as the single most important long-term 
dynamic underway in this peace-making process: the 
orientalisation of Israel, i.e. not just foe acceptance of Israel 
by the Arabs as a legitimate Levantine state, but, eventually, 
the foil integration of Israel and of Israeli Jews into the wider 
and regionally dominant Aiab/IslamidSemitic culture of this 
region. This is foe only surefire long-term guarantee of foe 
security and acceptance of -Israelis and Jews in our region, 
which is what they claim to want, and I believe them. That 
this process should have started in a tent in the Arabian 
desert is not only appropriate, but probably also inevitable. 

Jordan has taken a daring step to move forward quickly in 
its bilateral talks with Israel and to raise the level of official 
public meetings to the level of prime minister and head of 
state. Many will debate foe appropriateness or wisdom of 
such moves, but two things are very clear already, the 
majority of Jordanians accept these steps, whether fatalisti- 
cally or enthusiastically, and Jordan stands to gain much 
from the process. The anguished, sincere yet outdated 
protestations of those in the Arab World who fear “norma- 
lisation” with Israel will be heard yet, though only dimly and 
.for just a little while longer; they will have little or no 
political impact on foe forward movement of those who meet' 
and make deals in oriental tents. 

The process of peace making and national rejuvenation 
will continue apace because both sides gain significantly from 
the deals now being made. Israel gets foe Arab acceptance 
that it has craved for so deeply for many decades, and Jordan 
gets foe appropriate recognition and economic support that 
it needs for its long-term well-being. Both sides recognised in 
recent years that the cycle of warfare, exaggerated military 
expenditures and domestic political tension that derived 
from the Arab-Israeli conflict was not only wasteful and 
often uncomfortable, but was also becoming precariously 
threatening to long-term national security ana survival. The 
. cycle of confrontation that had bogged down in diplomatic 
stalemate in the 1970s had deteriorated by foe early 1990s to 
a point where Jordan and Israel were among trie world's 
most highly indebted nations, in terms of per capita foreign 
Also, both parties suffered serious domestic political 


challenges from the right, sometimes coupled with threats of 
domestic instability and violence. 

All of these pressures and threats, in foe best oriental 
style, are now on the way to being resolved in a desert tent. 
This particular tent, however, is not only a symbol of our 
ancient cultural ways, of past times and romantic cultures — 
for this is no ordinary tent. It is, like Israel and Jordan 
themselves, a tent that has accepted two of the most 
important challenges of the end of the 20th century: 
globalism and modernism. The tent, you .see, is air con- 
ditioned', it is also electronically plugged in to the rest of the 
region and foe world via transnational media communication 
satellites. It is a tent whose form speaks of the past, but 
whose function speaks of the future. 

The tent symbolises our mutual ability to face the future in 
a rather rational manner — to face foe challenges of 
transforming our andent societies into viable modern states 
and of promoting social and economic well-being and 
political stability through regional and global interaction, 
■ratberfoan through a false dependence on foreign support, 
patronage or "protection “ - _ - 

For a tent, afteT all, is a rather fragile structure. Unlike a 
fortress, a tent is not designed to withstand military or 
economic siege. A tent provides viable shelter not through 
its own inherent physical strengths, but through the infinitely 
more powerful and lasting force of social, political and 
cultural acceptance by one’s neighbours, by those who dwell 
in other tents in adjacent or contiguous tribal territories. 

In the short term, Israel and Jordan will derive significant 
economic and political benefits from the deals they strike in 
the tent in Wadi Araba. In the long term, though, today’s 
-eqiotional challenges of assuring national survival and 
asserting national sovereignty mil be replaced by tomorrow’s 
more difficult logistical dictates of sustainable development 
in foe face of tremendous population pressures and natural 
resource imbalances. The greater task we face is that of 
symbolically weaving a larger tent that shelters all the 
Semitic people to this region. This requirement is already 
being addressed through technical discussions on joint, 
bilateral and multilateral cooperation projects in transport, 
environmental protection, water and other fields. 

If this peacemaking process takes years, and if we have to 
achieve all our rights and aspirations in a phased, patient 
manner, then so be it. Some see this as a great Jordanian 
shame. Most, however, see this as a sign of pragmatism, 
realism and maturity. It is important to keep in mind that m 
cultures of tents, patience is a virtue. It takes time to weave 
and erect a strong tent; but if this process is done with 
purpose, vigilance and patience, the tent lasts for decades, 
perhaps even centuries. 

The making of the tent — foe manner and particularities of 
political negotiations — is not the primary issue here. The 
primary issue is the humanity and quality of life of the people 
who live in foe tent — the great test of redressing their past 
injustices, dissipating their contemporary fears and assuring 
their future well-being. Weave, guys. 


Two governments 
co-exist in Sri 
Lanka’s north 


By Feizal Samath 

Reuter 


JAFFNA, Sri Lanka — In 
Sri Lanka's northern Jaffna 
peninsula there are two pa- 
rallel governments, one run 
by the officially elected 
leaders in Colombo and foe 
other by Tamil rebels. 

The Sri Lankan govern- 
ment can’t abolish foe rebel 
administration due to rebel 
military superiority in the 


area. 


The Liberation Tigers 
Tamil Eelam, fighting for 
an independent homeland 
in the north and east for Sri 
Lanka's 2.5 million Tamils, 
also mnst accept Col- 
ombo's presence. 

“The Sri Lankan govern- 
ment has far more re- 
sources than we do. So we 
allow them to run, with 
tittle interference, hospit- 
als, schools and supply 
essential food, fuel and 
medicines, " Tiger spokes- 
man Anton Balasingham 
said. 


nomy,” said Ponnambalam 
Randan, a former military 
commander and now depu- 
ty director of TEEDOR, 
foe Tamil Edam Economic 
Development Organisa- 
tion. 

Mr. Kandan, whose 
office works on a 160 mil- 
lion rupee ($3.2 million) 
annual budget, said the re- 
bels were identifying re- 
sources available in foe re- 
gion to encourage local 
production. 

Another TEEDOR offi- 
cial, Vincent Joseph, said 
foe region only lacked fuel 
and medicines. “Like foe 
Sri Lankan government, 
we can import these 
items,” he said. 


Both sides say they are 
prepared to discuss an end 
to the fighting, which has 
dragged on for 11 years and 
killed more than 30,000 
people. But they disagree 
on conditions for talks. 

“We are systematically 
setting up a structure for 
setf-rnle. We can’t wait in- 
definitely. The people need 
an administration,” Mr. 
Balasingham said. 


TEEDOR has developed 
low-fuel cooking hearths 
out of day, biogas units 
using cow dung and mine, 
charcoal-fuelled water 
pumps and other creations 
for industrial and house- 
hold use. 

“We have to use primi- 
tive methods because our 
technology is based on 
available resources,” 
Joseph said. 

The Colombo leaders’ 
administration is headed by 
an official called the gov- 
ernment agent, who is re- 
sponsible for collecting va- 
rious taxes and handling 
civil works. 


The rebels run a customs 
and immigration service at 
entry and exits points to 
and from Jaffna, a judiciary 
with district and appellate 
courts, police and a com- 
mercial bank. They have a 
radio station and newspap- 
er and plan to open a tele- 
vision channel later this 


But in recent years, foe 
agent has been preoccupied 
with the distribution of 
food, fuel and medicines. 


year. 


Senior fighting cadres 
undergo training in admi- 
nistrative work and are 
placed in key positions to 
prepare for a day when the 
rebels hope to govern on 
their own. 

“They are highly disci- 
plined and the administra- 
tors are guided by civilians 
who have had experience in 
these fields,” a journalist 
said. 

The rebels’ boldest aim is 
to be self-sufficient. 

“Our motto is to stand 
up on our own legs and 
develop our own eco- 


Offirials at the Kachheri, 
the government agent’s 
office, say revenue collec- 
tion has stopped because of 
foe war. The rebels collect 
taxes from businesses, 
vehicles and other goods, 
raking in a tidy sum each 
month. 


While work such as re- 
pairing roads or irrigation 
tanks is neglected, the gov- 
ernment services hire hos- 
pitals, schools and postal 
services continue to func- 
tion. 


Yet a large number of 
the 35,000 public servants 
in the peninsula get reg- 
ularly paid for doing vir- 
tually nothing, not because 
they are idle, but because 
the rebels have rendered 
them virtually redundant. 


Movement in the Middle East, 



but Jerusalem looms 


By Flora Lewis 


PARIS — The long voyage 
towards peace in the Middle 
East is now fully launched. 
There is still no guarantee of 
ultimate success, but the 
summit talks in Paris two 
weeks ago and new negotia- 
tions in Cairo on extending 
Palestinian automony to the 
whole of foe West Bank mark 
a crucial new stage. 

Both Israel’s Yitzhak 
Rabin and the PLQ’s Yasser 
Arafat are now personally 
engaged to foe point where 
neither could outlast a fai- 
lure. They both know it, and 
it creates a firm interdepend- 
ence. 

They are sticking by their 
initial agreement to hold off 
tackling the’ most difficult 
issues — Jerusalem, a Palesti- 
nian state, foe Jewish settle- 
ments. But, willy-nilly, these 
points are slipping onto the 
table and it is getting harder 
and harder to avoid them. 

The next decisive step will 
be Palestinian elections. 
There has been a curious 
reversal of roles. Until a few 
weeks ago, the Israelis were 
pushing for a vote as soon as 
possible. In both its dealings 
with the PLO and its argu- 
ments with its domestic 
opposition, Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment will be better off 
with a democratically vali- 
dated interlocutor, an auton- 
omy regime arising from the 
ballot box. 

Mr. Arafat was holding 
back, insisting first on work- 
ing out complex details of 
autonomy. Now he is pushing 
for an early vote, even con- 
tacting ex-Presidem Jimmy 
Carter about organising an 
outside election monitor 
team. Given Mr. Carter’s 
role in Israel’s first peace 
treaty with Egypt, that is 
both highly appropriate and 
symbolic. 

According to PLO sources, 
what spurred Mr. Arafat was 
first foe promise that the 
Hamas movement, which 
opposes the peace process, 
would not try to disrupt car- 
rying ont the Gaza-Jericho 



Yasser Arafat talkJng in Gaza 


agreement. Even more im- 
portant has been his recep- 
tion on his first visit to Pales- 
tine since the 1967 war, too 
long delayed but nonetheless 
reassuring to him. He is not 
worried now about winning 
elections. 


Mr. Arafat has offered a 


surprising compromise on 
where Jerusalemites should 


But the Israelis are getting 
more concerned about the 
disputed questions to be re- 
solved before foe vote can go 
ahead. The key ones concern 
Jerusalem. In their secret 
Oslo acoord, foe two sides 
agreed that Arab residents of 
Jerusalem could “partici- 
pate,” which the Israelis con- 
tend means foe right to vote, 
in their view from outside the 
city limits. The PLO says it 
also means the right to run, 
implying representation of. 
parts of Jerusalem. 


vote, suggesting polling sta- 
tions inside religious estab- 
lishments, for example the A1 
Aqsa Mosque and the 
Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. It is a gimmick, but an 
encouraging one, shifting die 
emphasis from political to re- 
ligious affiliation. Israel has 
long promised full freedom of 
access to holy sites and reli- 
gious autonomy. 

The United States is not as 
yet involved in the issues of 
how to hold elections, but it 
should encourage the Israelis 
to be forthcoming, because 
this will be the best way to 
consolidate achievements so 
for. 

Nabil Shaath, the chief 
PLO negotiator, has intro- 


duced another gimmick to 
hold off deadlocks. He calls it 
“rales of the game,” .nudes* 
which each side is considered* 
free to state what its ultimate 
position will be when talks 
move to foe last stage for a 
permanent settlement, with- 
out prejudicing current 
stands. Israel can hold to 
proclaiming sovereignty in all 
of Jerusalem as its “eternal 
capital,” and foe PLO can 
proclaim its future capital in 
Jerusalem without blocking 
intermediate accords. 

This is useful. But it shows 
the importance of moving on 
quickly to think about in- 
novative approaches for the 
city’s future. 

The original United Na- 
tions plan to internationalise 
Jerusalem is obsolete and 
must be dropped. Both rides 
agree on that. And already 
Israeli peace supporters rec- 
ognise that some way must be 
found to accommodate Arab 
emotions. Arab claims, Arab 
self-rule in the dty. PLO 
peace supporters accept that 
the city cannot again be phy- 
sically divided. 

For nearly a decade, John 
Whitbeck, an international 
lawyer in Paris, has argued 
for “two states, one capital,” 
what he calls a “condomi- 
nium solution” that would be 
the “best second choice for 
everybody.” There are varia- 
tions on the head-cracking 
theme. Mr. Whitbeck is right#/ 
that the time has come to 
discuss them and prepare for 
inevitable compromise. 

Peace cannot be forced on 
still wary enemies. But the 
rest of foe world’s eager 
yearning for them to achieve 
it is an important element in 
reinforcing the momentum. 

Mr. Rabin says be needs 
more time to move his people 
to accept the constraints that 
peace wilt bring along with 
rosy opportunity. Mr. Arafat 
says he needs more money to 
convince his people of foe 
benefits they can expect with 
those constraints. There is 
some of both available. 

The movement is progres- 
sing from words to deeds, at 
last. 


Zandani wants Islamic law 


(Continued from page 1) 
new look at the baric princi- 
ples of Islab and darify them 
in terms of the modem con- 
text.” he said. 

He said an Islamic econo- 
mic system would resemble a 
free market economy but 
would retain a state welfare 
system to care for foe poor. - 
He also denied the exist- 
ence of Islamic training 


camps in Yemen, answering 
allegations by southern lead- 


Mr. Beidh signed a statement 
issued Sunday by the “pres- 
idential council” of the 


ers that activists, especially 
ihad move- 


from foe Islamic Jiha 
ii Kffl. were based in the 
country: 

Meanwhile an exited 
southern Yemeni leader de- 
nied Monday Mr. Beidh had 
given up politics for good. 

He told AFP by telephone 
from the Saudi Arabian dty 


of Jeddah: “We deny that 
Beidh has renounced poli- 
tics,” as Omani Information 
Minister Abdul Aziz A1 
Rowas maintained in Sanaa 
on June 11. 

Mr. Beidh' fled to Oman 
just before northern Yemeni 
troops took Aden and 
Mukalla. 

According to sources who 
asked to remain anonymous. 


breakaway “Yemen demo- 
cratic republic.” 

It called on the internation- 
al community to “force the 
regime in Sanaa to “end its 
crimes in Aden which place it 
among terrorist regimes.” 

In the initial days following- 
the foil of Aden on July 7, 
looters inducting northern 
soldiersand tribesmen strip- 
ped the dty bare. 
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Historic peace talks open 

(Continued from page 1) 


Historic meeting to ‘culminate in a treaty of peace’ 
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or two years,” before a peace 
treaty is signed. 

Jordanian negotiators 
echoed the same theme and 

thafthe bflateral talks bad to 
be seen “as a ladder" and 
now “we are on the first 
rungs of that ladder” — a 
ladder that Jordan feels 
should lead to a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement, “hop- 
ing that the Jordanian trade 
will spill over to other 
tracks,” as Dr. Tarawneh put 
iL 

Even the Israeli press 
appeared to be atuned to die 
idea of seenring a peace 
accord with Jordan in a mat- 
ter of months. The emphasis 
of questions posed by Israeli 
journalists to the negotiators 
were more to do with “sepa- 
rate peace deals” and “nor- 
malisation” of relations than 
with the progress, or the lack 
of it, in Monday’s negotia- 
tions. 

Jordanian spokesman Mar- 
wan Mouasher said Monday’s 
talks focused on modalities of 
the negotiations and on form- 
ing sub-committees, “where 
they will meet, how they will 
meet (and) when they will 
meet.” 

As the talks got underway, 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin said Israel 
and Jordan could sea] a peace 
treaty within six months. 

“Toe work which awaits us 
is difficult, but we can reach 
an agreement with Jordan in 
a few months,” Mr. Beilin 
said. 

“We can wrap it up in six 
months and if King Hussein is 
ready at that moment we can 
sign a treaty.” 

But he was only underlin- 
ing the divisive issues when 
he told Israel Radio: “Be- 
tween Jordan and ourselves 
there is not the problem of 
Jerusalem, the problem of 
secure borders, of a (Golan) 
plateau as with the Syrians or 
of disarmament.” 

According to Mr. Beilin, 
only four lalometres of the 
common border was accepted 
as such by both countries. 

“It’s a very long border 
which has never been drawn 
up. We now have to agree on 
every centimetre, not just on 
maps but on the ground,” he 
said. 

Iordan is seeking the re- 
turn of more than 380.9 
square kilometres of land 
along the ceasefire line, most 
of it between the Red and 
Dead Seas. 

“As for water, our Arab 
partners start from the princi- 
ple tii at we owe them water 
since 1948,” when Israel was 
created. Mr. Beilin said. 

“Our approach is rather to 
share water and to increase 
the drinkable quantities,” he 
said. 

Talks concentrating on 
security, borders and terri- 
tory as well as water did 
actually take place Monday 
in Wadi Araba. But at the 
end of the day, when the 
heads of the two delegations 
faced the press there was 
tale to say, save for remarks 
highlighting the day’s histor- 
ical significance and addres- 
sing old questions over issues 
that yet nave to be negotiated 
and agreed upon. 

Yet, despite the infancy of 
these talks, both sides 
emphasised their historical 
importance. Not only were 
these bilateral talks the first 
to be held in the region since 
the Middle East process was 
launched in October 1991, 
they were also held at a spot 
that underlined the geog- 
raphic proximity as well as 
the traditional division be- 


tween the two neighbouring 
states. 

As journalists were bussed 
to the site, it was evident that 
the desert road from the dty 
to the site ran parallel to a 
similar road across barbed 
wire in Israeli territory but 
nevertheless within sight. 

Aqaba itself brightens the 
view across the waves for 
those living in Eilat the same 
way that the Israeli port lures 
Aqaba residents with its 
bright lights and imposing 
buildings. 

But the sense of closeness 
was lost tiie minute everyone 
reached the area of negotia- 
tions. Apart from the self- 
enclosed area surrounding 
the yellow-striped white tent 
where the negotiations were 
being held, barbed wire 
appeared to be zigzagging 
around smaller tents and pre- 
fabricated houses that either 
were on “their side” or on 
“our side.” 

The division was physically 
maintained, and at times it’ 
appeared that this “peaceful” 
white tent where the negotia- 
tions were being conducted, 
was placed in the middle of 
the site precisely so that it 
obliterates the scenery on the 
other side of the international 
border. 

Despite the wise cracks 
from tiie Israeli side, and the 
smiles and cordial atmos- 
phere from the Jordanians, 
the political landscape did 
not appear to have changed. 

Both sides agreed that they 
are on the right track, foiling 
back repeatedly to the sche- 
duled July 25 meeting be- 
tween His Majesty Sing Hus- 
sein and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin as proof of 
their commitment. 

But while the Jor danians 
pressed ahead with their de- 
mands for rights, the Israelis 
pnblidy fudged on commit- 
ments on borders and water. 

Mr. Rubenstein was very 
forthcoming in showing his 
pleasure at being seated next 
to his “colleague and friend” 
Tarawneh. But he became 
less forthcoming when asked 
about substantive issues on 
land and water. 

He refused to publicly 
admit that - Israel- occupies 
Jordanian territory and while 
conceding that there are wa- 
ter shortages “in both coun- 
tries” be foiled to mention 
Israel’s denial of Jordan's wa- 
ter rights. 

Dr. Tarawneh handled the 
whole deal differently. “We 
are here to solve the roots of 
the problem. We want com- 
prehensive peace. A peace 
treaty will come after,” he 
said. It was a theme that the 
Israelis did not or did not 
want to understand and the 
Jordanians kept pressing 
throughout the day. 

When asked about bor- 
ders, both sides agreed that 
demarcation would require a 
lot of hard work and time. 
But while Jordan keeps re- 
minding Israel that there is a 
binding border line drawn 
out under the British man- 
date and one that was 
accepted by Israel as part of 
the common agenda, Mr. 
Rubinstein referred to this as 
“territorial wishes.” 

Mr. Rubinstein may have 
sought to hit the nail on the 
head when he said: “It will 
not be instant coffee, but the 
task wfll be done in good 
spirit.” 

Whether instant or other- 
wise, the task is likely to 
remain a distant goal when 
the delegations fold their files 
and return to their govern- 
ments today. 


JordanrNo separate solutions 


(Continued from page 1) 


. ] .» * .jo 

TyY 

I.- 1 

,1,1.'' V; 


The prime minister also 
Stressed that “Jordan be- 
lieves in reaching a compre- 
hensive solution and just set- 
tlement despite the varying 
paces of progress in the va- 
rious tracks of Arab-Isradi 
peace negotiations.” 

Dr. Majali said Jordan was 
seeking to restore its “full 
national rights in land and 
water and a solution to the 
problem of refugees in Jor- 
dan, the country that hosts 
the largest number of re- 
fugees,” Petra said. 

The prime minister said the 
King’s visit to the U.S. in 
June had helped in improving 
bilateral relations and in 
addressing Jordan’s econo- 
mic problems through facili- 
tating debt relief for the 
Kingdom and .adjusting the 
Jordanian- American trade 

balance. 

Xbe Syrian stand that 
Damascus was not concerned 
with the King's scheduled 
meeting with Mr. Rabin was 
unveiled by American offi- 
cials travelling with Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
who arrived in Israel late 
Monday. The report came In 


a Reuters dispatch from 
Shannon, Ireland, where the 
secretary’s plane made a re- 
fuelling stop on his way to the 
region. 

“He (President Assad) as 
much as said: Well, that's 
King Hussein's business,” a 
senior official was quoted as 
saying by Renters. “It wasn’t 
■a problem.” 

Before announcing the 
July 25 summit, Mr. Clinton 
“held a 35-minute telephone 
conversation with Mr. Assad 
in what officials said was an 
attempt to reassure him that 
Washington was also keen to 
see progress in Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Some U.S. officials remain 
concerned that Syria will feel 
left behind in the peace pro- 
cess which began three years 
ago and has seen agreements 
between Israel and tiie Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and now progress with 
Jordan. 

“Assad has said that as for 
as he is concerned, he. is 
focused on what he is doing 
with us,” said the official, 
„ briefing reporters on condi- 
tion he was not identified. 


The following is a speech delivered by Ambas- 
sador Fayez Tarawneh , head of the Jordanian 
delegation to the border and security talks held 
at Wadi Araba Monday 

Speech 

by 

Ambassador Fayez Tarawneh, 

Head of the Jordanian Delegation 

AT THE outset I should 


like to welcome you and to 
make the observation that 
our meeting today repre- 
sents an important junction 
in our common search for 
peace. It is ap p ro pr i ate, on 
this occasion, to reiterate my 
government's commitment 
to a just, lasting and com- 
prehensive peace. It is in 
pursuit of this lofty aim that 
we come here today to com- 
mence, in good faith, nego- 
tiations in order to find 
mutually satisfactory solu- 
tions to some important 
hems on our agenda. It is 
onr expectation that the 
satisfactory results of the 
negotiations and accepted 
agreements wfll culminate 
in a treaty of peace that 


delineates carefully our 
rights and duties under con- 
ditions of peace. By doing 
so, we minimise the areas of 
future friction and disputes 
thus contributing to the 
establishment of a desirable 
peace with tangible results 
that can be enjoyed by all 
people in our region. 

Our meeting today also 
represents a delicate ba- 
lance between the need to 
address all questions on the 
agenda on the one band 
and. on the other, the de- 
-strabilfty of making im- 
mediate progress on some 
of those issues. We shall of 
course honour our commit- 
ments and implement them 
in good faith. 


Although the process of 
peace building is arduous, 
given the complexity of 
some of the issues involved, 
we can take comfort in the 
fact that we do not start 
from scratch. We have 
agreement on a common 
agenda and in the last meet- 
ing of the Trilateral Com- 
mission in Washington we 
were able to finalise com- 
mon sub-agendas on bor- 
ders and other territorial 
matters; on security and on 
water. 

With respect to borders, 

while m aintainin g the in- 
tegrity and the totality of 
the issue, we think our 
work will be consider- 
aby facilitated if, concen- 
trating on the area where 
the proposed road is con- 
templated, we could begin 
by discussing the modalities 
for the preparation of joint 
maps. This could be fol- 
lowed or, as necessary 
accompanied by a joint 
physical survey of the area 
in question. May we ex- 
press the confident hope 
that the experience gained 


from the work of the sub- 
commission on borders will 
be useful for the work of 
other sub-commissions and 
will therefore facilitate our 
work. 

At the same time, we are 
fortunate in that the sub- 
agenda on water, energy 
and the environment has 
been finalised. We propose 
that we should enter im- 
mediately into substantive 
negotiations on these im- 
portant items. 

Similarly, work on die 
security sub-commission 
should commence. We are 
glad to know that the sob- 
agenda for the sub-commis- 
aon on security was satis- 
factorily finalised in onr last 
meeting in Washington. 

It is obvious that there is 
a great deal of interdepend- 
ence between the work of 
the three sub-commissions. 
We hope that we can estab- 
lish a reasonably flexible 
structure to ensure coor- 
dination under the umbrella 
commission, to avoid du- 
plication of efforts and to 
arrive at an integrated solu- 


tion. It is equally obvious 
that a similar degree of in- 
terdependence exists be- 
tween the topics we are now 
dealing with and others on 
til e common agenda which 
will be negotiated once 
progress has been achieved 
on onr immediate task. We 
also agree that negotiations 
on economic matters will 
continue in order to pre- 
pare for future bilateral 
cooperation. 

As our meeting begins, 
we should be motivated to 
live up to tire forthcoming 
historical responsibilities. 
In a week. His Majesty 
King Hussein will meet in 
Washington with the Prime 
Minister of Israel, Mr. Yit- 
zhak Rabin, as guests of 
President Bill Clinton. The 
United States Congress will 
host both leaders as an in- 
dication of tiie commitment 
and dedication of the 
American people and admi- 
nistration to the cause of 
peace. 

In addition, the trilateral 
meetings which are sche- 
duled to meet the day after 


tomorrow shall witness 
another historic event 
where the foreign ministers 
of Jordan, the United. 
States and Israel will meet. 
The political will to con- 
struct lasting peace, as 
embodied in these meet- 
ings. should underscore our 
resolve to see to it that the 
outcome is practical 
achievement and is com- 
mensurate to the hopes and 
aspirations of our people. 

Lastly, I should like to 
reiterate my words of wel- 
come. My government will 
not spare any effort to cre- 
ate conditions conducive to 
the comfort and well-bong 
of all participants in tins 
meeting and we hope that 
our location which bears 
testimony to the impera- 
tives of georgraphic pro- 
ximity and interdependence 
will inspire us to arrive at 
. tangible results so that the 
fruits of our common en- 
deavours may be felt by 
ordinary men and women in 
our long suffering region. 

Thank you. 


Rubinstein: Peace should and will be permanent 


Speech 

by 

Elrakim Rubinstein, 

Head of the Israeli Delegation 


My FRIEND and colleague 
Ambassador Tarawneh, 
bead of the Jor danian de- 
legation, 

My Israeli and Jorda- 
nian colleagues, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

With God’s help, we have 
today reached an important 
milestone in our work 
together, hopefully leading to 
the desired treaty of peace 
between Israel and Jordan. 
On Wednesday, onr -Jorda- 
i nian colleagues will extend to 
! us their hospitality on the 
Jordanian shore of the Dead 
Sea, when the trilateral U.S.- 
Israeli- Jordanian Economic 
“Committee-will convene to 
be blessed by Prime Minister 
Majali, with whom we work- 
ed in his former incarnation 
as head of delegation. Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
and Secretary of State War-, 
ren Christopher. 

This special historic period 
will culminate next Monday 
in the meeting in the White 
House, hosted by President 
Clinton, between His Majes- 
ty King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Rabin. This unpre- 
cedented event should usher 
a new era in our relationship. 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

This meeting takes place in 


a tent. The tent is tentative, 
but peace should and will be 
permanent. We are at a very 
warm spot of our two coun- 
tries; the temperature is high. 
It is only natural to express 
the hope that the Israeli- 
Jor daman peaceful relations 
will be warm forever. The 
arrangements here today 
have been jointly im- 
plemented by both sides. 
This spirit of cooperation 
should inspire us in the fu- 
ture. 

Friends and cofleagues. 

The peace we seek is be- 
tween two states, but also 
between peoples. Our work 
with our Jordanian col- 
leagues for over two years 
has convinced us that the 
potential for our relationship 
to prosper is there, and the 
moving of the negotiations to 
the region, which was sug- 
gested by us ever since the 
beginning of the Madrid 
peace process, should bring 
even doser home to the peo- 
ples of Israel and of Jordan 
the message of peace. 

We are meeting today 
dose to sites that have wit- 
nessed important events of 
history, ever since andent 
days — biblical and Jewish 
history, Arab history, world 
history. We are today near 


the gulf on the shores of 
which the two thriving adja- 
cent dries of Aqaoa and 
Eilat, the southern tip of both 
countries, prosper as centres 
of tourism ' and maritime 
transportation. We are pre- 
sently at the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley, the area connecting our 
two countries, with the most 
imaginative potential for fu- 
ture joint ventures, turning 
the Dead Sea into the the sea 
of life and the valley into a 
valley of peace. This should 
indude tourism, resource de- 
velopment and exploration of 
minerals. There almost is no 
limit to what can be achieved 
here in the new era. 

My colleagues; 

Historically, there has 
been no animosity between 
Jews and Arabs on both sides 
of the Jordan River. During 
the mandatory period for in- 
stance, friendly contacts were 
maintained between our two 
leaderships, and their taste 
has not totally diminished fol- 
lowing the war that had di- 
vided us since 1948, including 
bitter moments of human suf- 
fering and hostility, h la guer- 
re comme d la guerre. Never- 
theless, the Israeli leadership 
continued over the years to 
have respect for the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom and the Royal 
Family. The last 24 years of 
relative calm on our ceasefire 
line have strengthened this 
perception. 

The new horizons opened 
up by the Madrid conference 
of 1991 have, for the first 
time, created a political nego- 


tiating framework for Israelis 
and Jordanians, to sit around 
a table and discuss peace. In 
the beginning Jordan pro- 
vided a roof for a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delega- 
tion. On September 14. 1993, 
Israel and Jordan signed their 
first substantial agreement, 
the common agenda, which 
has served as the basis for 
continued negotiations. It 
was complemented by a num- 
ber of agreements in June 
1994, which have ushered this 
day. Our work so for in- 
cluded also the Is rael- Jordan - 
U.S. Economic Committee, 
announced in Washington in 
October 1993 by President 
Clinton. Crown Prince Has- 
san and Foreign Minister 
Peres. Our negotiations have 
been marked by a cordial 
atmosphere between the de- 
legations. a human touch, 
and a sense of humour, even 
in difficult situations. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The relationship with Jor- 
dan has been central to 
Israel’s peace policy. For a 
while, after the agreement 
with the Palestinians, an im- 
pression could have been cre- 
ated that the Israeli- 
Jordanian track has been 
somewhat sidetracked. What 
we see nowadays, this week 
and next week, attests to the 
contrary. We look forward to 
the negotiations with Jordan, 
which are part and parcel of 
the overall bilateral and 
multilateral effort of peace 
between Israel and its neigh- 
bours. 


What is on our plate in the 
coming days? There is a mes- 
sage we would like to convey. 
There is no doubt in our 
minds that our bilateral mat- 
ters can be negotiated and 
finalised in a treaty of peace. 
Nevertheless, the issues are 
not easy. The boundary be- 
tween the two countries has 
never in history been deli- 
mited or demarcated, no 
single, person on earth knows 
exactly the location of the 
boundary. In our common 
agenda agreement we made 
reference to mandatory de^ 
finitions: but the process 
which will lead to the erec- 
tion of boundary milestones 
requires hard work, deprived 
of media limelights, in the 
burning sun. However, it will 
be achieved. In this 
framework, we should make 
common use of the boundary 
area for creative develop-, 
ment, through joint econo- 
mic ventures. The proposed 
Jordan- Israel i-Egypt road 
would be a significant 
achievement symbolising 
peace. 

Water is the lifeline of ev- 
ery human being. The God- 
given rain water and the Yar- 
mouk and Jordan rivers wa- 
ter will not be enough to both 
of us. before or after alloca- 
tions are agreed upon. We 
must develop, in addition, 
through desalination, new re- 
sources; we must also work 
towards maximising the 
availability of existing waters, 
which must he saved. It is a 
complex mission but again 
workable. This subject is cou- 


pled with environment, the 
new layer of civility, aimed at 
the alleviation of human suf- 
fering and improving the 
quality of life, and with 
efforts towards creating 
sources of energy to both 
countries. 

Security is a cornerstone of 
peace, and it means a variety 
of efforts to build confidence 
and to assure against terror- 
ism and third party military 
manipulation. This, too, is an 
achievable goal. 

Peace must include, of 
course, the whole range of 
relations — diplomatic and 
economic, including free 
trade and abolition of 
boycotts. People on both 
sides must interact with each 
other. Matters may develop 
gradually, paralleled to 
efforts in all the spheres, 
sometimes in small mutual 
steps. Visible events, such as 
a meeting between His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Rabin, could 
definitely help in breaking 
the psychological barriers. 

Friends and colleagues. 

Let me conclude by quot- 
ing Prophet Isaiah (35:1,6), 
whose eternal words are so 
appropriate here and now: 

“The Wilderness and the 
dry land (Arava) shall be glad 
threat; and the desert shall 
rejoice, and blossom as the 
lily .. for in- the wilderness 
shall water break out, and 
brooks in the Arava." 

Thank you. 


Russian ‘elephant’ finds it hard to get through European door 


By Christoph Bertram 

HAMBURG — Russia 
signed two agreements last 
month intended to cement its 
new relationship with the 
West: the “Partnership for 
Peace” with NATO and the 
“Partnership and Coopera- 
tion Agreement” with the 
European Union (EU). Now 
it has taken part in the Group 
of Seven (G-7) meeting of 
leading industrial nations at 
Naples. 

Russian and Western lead- 
ers have hailed these events, 
once more as the end of 
Russia’s long isolation from 
the democratic West. And 
yet Europe is drifting apart, 
and all the wonderful warm 
words of partnership merely 
expose the new divide. 

Russia's foreign minister, 
Andrei Kozyrev, stated the 
problem succinctly when he 
told Itar-Tass, “it is more 
difficult for an elephant like 
Russia to get through the 
door than for a small 
poodle.” 

Russia, in fact, does not fit 
into either of the Western 


institutions that have any 
substance of power today, 
NATO and the European 
Union. Both would collapse 
under the weight of the 
elephant. If the Group of 
Seven or Eight can afford 
Moscow’s participation it is 
because, contrary to public 
myth, it is a debating club, 
not a decision-malting body. 

Russia itself has realised 
that there is no room for it in 
either of the organisations in 
which the West makes up its 
collective mind. 

In the run-up to the various 
Partnership signing cere- 
monies, Boris Yeltsin no lon- 
r pushed for Russian mem- 
rsnip but instead tried to 
subject these institutions to a 
European superstructure, the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), in which Moscow 
would have a blocking vote. 

The Russians will continue 
to try, but their heart is no 
longer in it. In Brussels, Mr. 
Kozyrev accepted that sooner 
rather than later some of 
Russia’s former Warsaw Pact 
allies would join the Western 
security club. He pleaded 


only that the extension pro- 
ceed with care, since the Rus- 
sian population needed con- 
vincing that the alliance was 
not planning “a triumphant 
march eastward.” 

So it is time to face the 
facts. There will be no over- 
arching, a! I -encompassing 
security system in Europe, 
NATO will not melt into a 
CSCE spanning from Vladi- 
vostok to Vancouver. 

Instead, two separate 
groups are emerging. 

The European Union and 
NATO are gradually incor- 
porating Eastern Europe, in- 
cluding the Baltic suites. At 
the same time, a cluster of 
former Soviet republics is 
taking shape around Russia. 
The central challenge of 
European security is how to 
make sure that the dividing 
line between the two group- 
ings will not become, onoe 
again, a line of confrontation. 

By implying that any dif- 
ferences can by vercome by 
vague partnership rhetoric, 
the West is fooling itself as 
well as Russia. Afraid to 
admit the truth. Western gov- 
ernments will cling to ambi- 


guity. But ambiguity has 
ceased to be creative; it has 
become counterproductive. 
By pretending that somehow* 
Russia can still become a full 
member of the Western club, 
the West leaves both Russia 
and the East European 
democracies in the dark ab- 
out their future status in 
Europe. 

The proper response to 
Russia's inability to fit into 
any of the existing institu- 
tions is not to make believe 
that somehow it can be 
squeezed in but rather to 
create a new one, specifically 
designed to coordinate poli- 
cies and preempt crises be- 
tween the new West and the 
new East. This would have to 
consist of much more than 
the biannual meetings envis- 
aged by the Russian-EU 
agreement or the vaporous 
consultation pledge given by 
NATO in the Partnership for 
Peace. 

It should consist of a for- 
mal stuctvre. the more for- 
mal the better, between 
NATO and Russia, with a 
secretariat, permanent repre- 
sentatives, hot lines and even 


parliamentary bodies — ev- 
erything that can ensure day- 
to-day dialogue and consulta- 
tion. It would give neither 
side a veto over what the 
other one wants to do, but, it 
would translate NATO’s apt 
formula. “No veto, no sur- 
prise" into credible practice. 

Whoever the future leaders 
of Russia may be, it is impor- 
tant to establish now, while 
the present team still hold 
power in Moscow, habits that 
can survive them. 

To give up the dream of 
“one Europe whole and free” 
does not mean to forgo the 
right to hold Russia to estab- 
lished rules within its sphere 
of influence. On the con- 
trary. But Russia can be held 
to these rules only if the West 
. itself is serious about them. 

The current practice of 
warning Russia not to inter- 
vene in the ‘'near abroad” 
while at the same time turn- 
ing down request for sending 
monitoring troops to the 
many trouble spots in the 
region is a dismal example of 
Western inconsistency. 

The West’s authority in the 


new European security setup 
will depend not on its ser- 
mons but on its deeds. 
Preaching without following 
through signals to Moscow 
that the West really cares 
neither for Russia nor for 
how Russia conducts itself in 
what was once the Soviet 
Union. 

When the walls came down 
in Europe five years ago, the 
way ahead was obscure. It 
was wise then for the West to 
temporise. Today the basic 
trends are becoming visible, 
and they can no longer be 
camouflaged by convenient 
ambiguities. 

There is now a historic 
chance and need to build the 
future of European security 
on a sound basts. That takes 
realism as well as vision, clar- 
ity of purpose as well as a 
sense of responsibility. Too 
little of these qualities, unfor- 
tunately, is in evidence in 
Western chancelleries today. 

The writer is diplomatic cor- 
respondent of the German 
newspaper pie Zeit. This 
comment is reprinted from 
The Washington Post 


‘U.S. must tough it out with China to get Taiwan 


By Karen Lowe 

Agence France Presse 

WASHINGTON — The Un- 
ited States must be prepared 
to stand up to Beijing if it is 
to help Taiwan join the Un-. 
ited Nations, former ambas- 
sador to China James Ulley 
warned a congressional panel 
Thursday. 

China's veto power on the 
U.N. Security Council and its 
considerable influence in the 
General Assembly will all be 
brought to bear to ensure 
Taiwan is not extended U.N. 
membership, Mr. Lilley said. 

“The United States should 


take a persistent and tough 
position,” in dealing with 
China, said Mr. Lilley, who 
added his assessment comes* 
from years of extensive offi- 
cial dealings with both coun- 
tries. 

“Know very clearly what 
you want to achieve, and 
then do it. Don’t back off,” 
be told the Subcommittee on 
International Security, Inter- 
national Organisations and 
Human Rights. 

China will likely react 
strongly to any U.$. effort to 
help Taiwan in its U.N. bid, 
but Washington should not 
be dissuaded if it chooses this 


course, Mr. Lilley said. 

Explaining that China 
would “go through this 
Kabuki dance of posturing.” 
Mr. Lilley said the United 
States would “just have to 
push through to find their 
real positions.” 

But James Seymour, of the 
East Asia Institute, 
cautioned that the United 
States should not lead the 
way in championing U.N. 
membership for Taiwan be- 
cause of the risk of stimulat- 
ing “Beijing's paranoia” and 
being blamed for dividing 
China. 

The subcommittee hearing 


comes amid movements both 
in Washington and in the 
United Nations to extend 
greater international recogni- 
tion and contact with Taiwan. 

On Wednesday, seven 
countries with official ties to 
Taiwan signed a joint com- 
munique agreeing to adopt 
measures to aid Taipei's 
efforts to return to the world 
body, saying it was unfair and 
immoral to keep it out. 

The United Nations drop- 
ped Taipei from its rolls to 
admit Beijing in 1971 . China 
has refused to deal with coun- 
tries that recognise Taipei. 
Taiwan maintains relations 


with 29 countries, while Chi- 
na has forged lies with more 
than 150. 

California representative 
Tom Lantos suggested 
Taiwan might be brought 
back into the United Nations 
by having the General 
Assembly repeal the resolu- 
tion that banned it, bypassing 
(he Security Council and Chi- 
na’s veto. 

Taiwan has formed a com- 
mittee with a $3-8 million 
budget to promote its U.N. 
membership bid. 

China has viewed Taiwan 
as a renegade province since 
the nationalists were defe- 


in U.N.’ 

ated by the Chinese commun- 
ists in a civil war in 1949. The 
defeated nationalists then fled 
to the island. 

The United States is re- 
viewing the possibility of 
allowing greater government 
contacts and of giving Taiwan 
greater leeway in dealing 
with the United States than ft 
has had in 15 yeare. 

The review, which awaits 
final approval from President 
Bill Clinton and could be 
announced in the next couple 
of weeks, would allow U.S 
and Taiwan cabinet officials 
to exchange 


Economy 

Egyptian businessmen argue 
against devaluation of pound 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JULY 19, 1994 


CAIRO (RJ — Egyptian 
businessmen, in a letter to 
the head of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), have 
argued against a devaluation 
of the Egyptian pound, 
saying it would not make 
their exports more competi- 
tive. 

A group of Egyptian minis- 
ters is in Washington for talks 
with the IMF on the fund's! 
argument that the pound is 
overvalued and an obstacle to 
the government’s export 
campaign. 

The Egyptian Business- 
meh’s Association, in the let- 
ter sent to IMF Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus 
Sunday, said: “The associa- 
tion believes that ... a de- 
valuation would be de- 
trimental to the competitive 
position of their products and 
m turn would impede their 


export opportunities." 

The letter, made available 
to Reuters Monday, said 
Egypt's export performance 
depended on other factors 
such as quality, productivity, 
access to world markets, 
financing and lax and cus- 
toms regimes. 

“Moreover, the supply' 
elasticity of exports and the 
potential to increase them is 
rather sluggish.'* it added. 

Devaluation would also 
have a psychological impact 
on Egyptian expatriates who 
have been buying pounds, it 
said. 

“Devaluation would entail 
... a rush towards dollarisa- 
tion as a store of value," it 
added. 

The pound has been stable 
at between 3.30 and 3.40 to 
the U.S. dollar for three 


years, mainly because of the 
high interest rates on pound 
deposits. 

The interest rates have 
produced a large balance of 
payments surplus and the 
central bank has built up 
record foreign currency re- 
serves of more than $16 bil- 
lion. 

But Egyptian inflation over 
the period has been much 
higher than dollar inflation 
and foreign economists be- 
lieve the government must 
find a mechanism to adjust 
the exchange rate. 

The government also 
opposes devaluation, using 
much the same arguments as 
the businessmen's associa- 
tion. 

The letter concluded: “The 
association believes that the 
proposed devaluation would 
be detrimental to their in- 


terests. In addition they be- 
lieve that enhancing the com- 
petitive ability of Egyptian 
exports must be effected by 
raising efficiency.” 

The dispute with the IMF 
over export competitiveness 
has contributed to a delay in 
Egypt's Western creditors 
waiving official debts of ab- 
out S4 billion. 

The creditors have already 
waived 30 per cent of the 
official debt Egypt, owed in 
1991 and the last, delayed 
instalment of $4 billion is 
equivalent to a further 20 per 
cent. 

Sources dose to the talks 
with the IMF say they will be 
exploring a compromise 
which includes reductions in 
the costs of exporting, such as 
government fees, shipping 
and insurance. 


Japan’s premier announces 5-year plan 

_ . . - . ’» ... rtf fk. forme hv thr* onrf n 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Tomitchi 
Murayama Monday 
announced a five-year plan to 
advance measures already 
taken to deregulate the eco- 
nomy while vowing to 
achieve tax reforms by the 
end of the year. 

But Mr. Murayama, who 
took office three weeks ear- 
lier as Japan's first socialist 
prime minister in four de- 
cades, gave no indication of 
how his three-party coalition 
would square this with tax 
cuts implemented by pre- 
vious governments. 

Outlining the policies of his 
government, an unpre- 
cedented alliance between 
conservatives and socialists, 
the new prime minister told 
parliament that economic re- 
covery — including im- 
plementing the budget and 
stabilising currency markets 
— would be the “primary 
focus’’ — of economic man- 
agement. 

"While there is still serious 


concern about employment 
and the plight of small 
businesses, concern that is 
compounded by the yen's 
appreciation, there have re- 
cently been increasing signs 
of promise," he said. 

“We will, of course, move 
quickly to advance the dereg- 
ulation measures announced 
recently,” the prime minister 
said. But he added that he 
was also "determined to go 
beyond those measures and 
to draw up a five-year dereg- 
ulation action programme 
and to implement even furth- 
er deregulation.” 

Mr ...Murayama. said the 
objectives of such a program- 
me would include encourag- 
ing new businesses and im- 
proving Japanese purchasing 
power by narrowing the big 
gap in prices between Japan - 
and overseas. 

Describing Japan's 
bureaucracy as ’’over- 
compartmentalised," Mr. 
Murayama also vowed to 
undertake “forceful adminis- 


trative reform," one of the 
key policies of the previous 
two coalition governments 
over the past year. 

Such reforms would in- 
clude reviewing the entire 
pnblic service system, 
streamlining special corpora- 
tions, achieving “appropri- 
ate" staffing levels, monitor- 
ing deregulation and disclos- 
ing more government in- 
formation. 

Mr. Murayama, whose 
Socialist Party strongly 
opposed the introduction of a 
three per cent consumption 
tax five years ago, said fiscal 
reforms needed to focus- on 
achieving a balance between 
income, asset and consump- 
tion taxes. 

“Along with seeking to 
promote administrative and 
fiscal reform and to ensure 
than the tax burden is equit- 
ably shared, I will work ... to 
promote discussion of com- 
prehensive reform and, seek- 
ing the understanding of the 
people, to achieve tax re- 


forms by die end of the 
year," he said. 

Mr. Murayama said such 
discussions would be in the 
context of income tax cuts 
□ext year and beyond, bat 
made no mention of how the 
cuts would be financed. 

In February, the coalition 
government of prime min is ter 
Morohiro Hosokawa adopted 
an economic stimulus pack- 
age worth 15.25 trillion yen 
(5152 billion), including tax 
cuts amounting to 5.85 tril- 
lion yen. 

Mr. Murayama's Socialist 

Party, the biggest party in the 
coalition, had earlier forced 
Mr. Hosokawa to abandon 
plans to introduce a new 
“welfare tax” of seven per 
cent, effectively amounting 
to a hike in the consumption 
tax. 

The finance ministry, 
which opposes paying for tax 
cuts with increased bond 
issues, said the new tax would 
have raised 9.5 trillion yen a 
year. 


Iran seeks rescue 
via mega-gas 

project to Europe 


■ DUBAI (R) — Iran's gas 
reserves are as rich as its 
mui ve oil re s e rves, yet it 
few hardly been able to get 
any to market to su ppl emen t 
to in a dequat e pe tro l e u m re- 

That wiO c han ge if it can 
get an enormous project off 
the groand to pipe or ship gas 
to Europe, the most ambi- 
tions of numerous gas 
esebemes it has considered 
over die past decades. 

It could cost $10 billion, 
perhaps even $20 billion, and 
would not come on stream 
this century, but if it finally 
went through the project* 
would give a valuable im- 
petus to an economy stagger- 
ing under Iran’s large popula- 
tion and relative isolation. 

Analysts are divided on die 
European gas projects' 
chances of snccesa, given the 
ddficuhies of getting finance, 
E urop e an worries about die 
ac oui ty of Iran and other 
countries through which a 
pipeli ne would have to pass, 
and nigged geography. 

But some say that the very 
fact that it has attracted some 
of Europe's most powerful 
gas companies in a consor- 
tium called the Iran Gas 
Europe Economic Interest 
Grouping (EIG) to study the 
alternatives lent the project 
substantial credibility. 

"Those companies 
wouldn't be involved unless 
they saw something,” one gas 
industry source commented. 

The consortium comprises 
the National Iranian Gas 
Co., Gaz de France, Ger- 


many's Ruhr gas A.G., Au- 
stria's OMV A.G. Engas of 
Spain, Ccfky Plynarensky 
FodnOc of die Czech Repub- 
lic and Slovensky Ply- 
narensky Priemysei of Slova- 
kia. 

The EIG called in June for 
firms to prequalify to bid for 
a c os t l y study examining the 
feasibility of pumping gas 
offshore, piping it to Europe 
via two alternative routes or 
converting it into liquefied 
natural gas LNG to be ship- 
ped by sea. . 

The consortium expects to 
launch the actual feasibility 
tender around the end of the 
year, for a project which 
would export 30 billion cubic 
metres of gas a year. 

That's four times as large 
as Qatargas, the most adv- 
anced gas project being plan- 
ned across the Gulf by Qatar, 
which has the world’s largest 
ns reserves after Russia and 
Iran. 

"There’s a demand (in 
Europe) and there are huge 
reserves (In Iran). You can't 
ignore it," the source said. 

Nonetheless, large ques- 
tion marks hang over the 
project. 

Firstly, Iran is up to its ears 
in debt. It would nave to rely 
on the importers to raise fi- 
nance, hopefully with sub- 
sidies from the West, despite 
Iran’s imperfect payment re- 
cord. 

Secondly, the conservative 
European gas companies may 
worry about die security erf 
Iran and the countries 
through which a pipeline 
might pass. 


Gulf oil gains offset by dollar plunge 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states expect to earn 
more from oil exports this 
year if prices continue to 
improve but this wifi be offset 
by the plunge in the U.S. 
dollar against major curren- 
cies, bankers said Monday. 

Crude prices have jumped 
by nearly $4 to around $18 
since March due to an oil 
strike in Nigeria and other 
factors and experts said the 


average could exceed last 
year’s 16.33 if prices re- 
mained strong. 

This means the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states, which export one fifth 
of the world's oil, could earn 
more dollars in 1994 than 
their 1993 revenues of around 
$68 \nOnon. 

“In face value, the GCCs 
earnings could be higher in 
1994 but in real value I do not 


see any big difference given 
the decline in the U.S. dol- 
lar.” a United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) bank manager said. 

“The dollar’s decline has 
largely weakened its purchas- 
ing power. If it remains 
weak, this will affect GCC 
states most as it will sharply 
boost their import bill mid 
their currencies are effective- 
ly linked to the dollar," be 
pointed out. 


Imports by GCC states — 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, . Qatar and 
the UAE — stood at around 
$58 billion in 1992, most of 
which came from the United 
States and other industrial 
countries. 

Around half of them came 
from such non-dollar conn- 
tries as France, Japan, Ger- 
many, Italy, Switzerland and 
Britain, whose currencies 


China’s economy grows 11.6% in first half 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
succeeded in slowing its 
booming economic growth 
rate slightly in the first half of 
1994. but inflation remained 
stubbornly high, official fi- 
gures released Monday 
showed. 

The Chinese economy 
grew by 11.6 per cent while 
retail prices rose 19.8 per 
cent in the first six months 
while the cons um er price in- 
dex in the 35 biggest cities 
jumped 22.7 per cent. State 
Statistical Bureau spokesman 
Ye Zben a n nounced. 

The national inflation fi- 
gure was down from the 20.1 
per cent growth in prices seen 
from January to March, but 
still a long way off the target 
of under 10 per cent growth 
for die year. 

Mr. Ye said the latest fi- 
gures indicated plans to bring 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth down to about 
nine per cent from 13.4 per 
cent last year "will be 
achieved at the end of this 
year." 

On inflation he would only 
say “we are moving towards 
that planned target.” 

Price rises had been on a 
downward trend since hitting 
a peak in February, but re- 


bounded to 20 per cent in 
June doe to grain price re- 
forms, Mr. Ye said. 

A Western diplomat said 
“it will be impossible for 
them (die Chinese) to get 
near their target on infla- 
tion.” 

Efforts to slow the eco- 
.nomy brought growth in in- 
dustrial output, which rose 
19.5 per cent last year, down 
to 15.8 per cent over the first 
six months of 1993, Mr. Ye 
said. 

Output of state enterprises 
continued to lag behind other 
sectors, but the 6.2 per cent 
and 7.9 per cent increases for 
the second quarter and for 
June over the equivalent 
periods of 199& respectively 
were nevertheless an im- 
provement over the first 
three months of the year. 

The proportion of state 
firms in die red at the end of 
June stood at 46.3 per cent, 
down from 49.7 per cent in 
the first three months, when 
the sector was badly hit by a 
nationwide credit clamp- 
down. 

The austerity measures saw 
growth in fixed asset invest- 
ment fall to 25.2 per cent 
over the same period last 
year, compared with a mas- 


sive rise of some 70 per cent 
in the first half of 1993, 
Mr. Ye said, adding die num- 
ber of new projects started 
was down 20 per cent. 

The narrowest measure of 
money supply rose 20.7 per 
cent to the end of May, while 
retail sales were up 4.8 per 
cent in real terms to 718.8 
billion yuan, he said. 

Per capita incomes in cites 
grew 9.4 per cent in real 
terms, while rural residents 
saw their actual incomes 
jump 13 3 per cent due to 
hikes in prices of agricultural 
products and die develop- 
ment of local enterprises. 

However, he acknow- 
ledged that incomes in some 
regions had not kept pace 
with price rises. 

Mr. Ye said the latest eco- 
nomic indicators were “en- 
couraging." 

But the Western diplomat 
said the government was, 
probably more anxious t ha n 
it appeared. 

“Some of the problems 
have been brought under 
control, but some of the most 
worrying indicators — like 
inflation — are not under 
control at all,” she said, 
adding that austerity mea- 
sures continued to hit the 


loss-making state sector har- 
dest. 

In foreign trade, results 
were positive, with exports 
jumping 30.2 per cent to 
$48.4 billion and imports up 
21 per cent to $49.2 billion, 
for a small deficit of $800 
million. 

China hopes to balance its 
trade this year, after suffering 
last year its first deficit — erf 
$12.2 billion — since 1989. 

The foreign investment 
structure also improved in 
the first six months, with the 
volume of realised funds up 
54.9 per cent to $14.7 billion 
while the number of newly 
approved projects fell to 
2,555 with contracted invest- 
ment of $44 billion. 

The diplomat said the 
slowdown in contracts was 
welcome given the high prop- 
ortion of unrealised deals in 
the past two years, as weff as 
China’s difficulty in handling 
the massive inflow of invest- 
ment, much of which was 
directed to unproductive 
areas such as real estate. 

Mr. Ye said the quality of 
tiie projects was improving, 
with more funds targetted to- 
wards infrastructure and 
basic industries. 


Andy Capp 
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By Glasbergen 



I don’t like to be called a ‘wife.’ 
prefer the term ‘romantically 
challenged’!” 


1 that scrambled word game 
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Unscramble mesa lour Jumbles, 
one loiter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ZISEE 


wmmm 

JLl 



m 


IB 


m 

m 

1 

n 


1 — L J 

-J 

LJ 



V 

ERREE 


5 — i 

□ 

□ 

□ 



WHAT OftXLOP&BQ 
TRA5H CSXL££fCk=> VO. 

Now arrange the circled taiianj to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
SOSSBH by tho above cartoon. 
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, (Answers tomorrow} 

Yesterday's I Jumbte SKULK EMBER TRIBAL ACCENT 
| Answer What tho team called tfwrtr annual dance — 
THE BASKET ‘BALL’ 


have largely gained ground 
against the dollar. 

Bankers and oil analysts 
said GCC states could make 
up for the dollar fall if oil 
prices moved over $20 a bar- 
rel to oome dose to the $21 
benchmark of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) 

“But tins is a remote possi- 
bility,” one oil expert said. “I 
don't think Gulf states wiQ 
allow prices to go that high in 
fear of a negative reaction by 
consumers, who expect re- 
latively low but stable prices. 
I believe the main concern of 
Gulf states now is that de- 
mand remains strong.” 

According to an OPEC re- 
port, the price of the group’s 
basket of seven crudes has so 
far averaged $14.77 while it 
stood at $17.66 last week 
compared with $13.56 in the 


first quarter. 

GCCs oil exports, which 
are pirced in dollars, ate esti- 
mated at around 13 million 
b/d, of which eight nriffipn b/d 
come from Saudi Arabia, 
GCC states suffer most from 
any oil price drop as erode 
accounts for the bulk of their 
exports. 

“Most of them slashed 
projected spending in 1994 to 
tailor thd budgets to weak oil 
prices. Hie biggest spending 
out was in Saudi Arabia, 
which trimmed expenditure 
by 19 per cent to $42.6 billion 
from $52.5 billion in 1993, 
slashing the deficit to a re- 
cord low of $1.25 billion. 

Spending reductions by 
other member states pushed 
tiie combined SCC budget 
shortfall to a four-year low of 
$9.8 billion. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 19, 1994 

By Thomas S.Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Upsets that occur today can work 
out to your satisfaction in the 
long ran, so don't be overly 
disturbed by delays and obsta- 
cles. Let conditions work them- 
selves out and let others play 
their role. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Find out bow you stand with 
others and do whatever is needed 
to improve relations. Strive for 
increased happiness with your 
mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make new acquaintances who 
can help to enrich your life in 
many ways. Attend a group 
meeting which is worthwhile to 
your success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Study your surroundings and 
make plans for improvement. 
Allow time to engage in your 
favourite bobby with congenial 
friends and loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take pan in new activi- 
ties which are fine for you but 
first know all the facts concern- 
ing them. Think constructively. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
loved one may have a change of 
attitude, so go along with new 
ideas for best results. Take it 
easy tonight and express happi- 
ness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Show more interest in 


civic affairs and gain the respect 
of others. Make this a most 
worthwhile and productive day 
for yourself. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Improve your environ- 
ment so that it is more inspiring 
and bring you greater comfort. 
Come to a better understanding 
withrmale. . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Listen to what a 
good friend has to suggest for 
greater pleasure ahead. Take 
health treatments and improve 
your appearance. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get rid of 
whatever is causing disharmony 
at home and be happier in the 
future. Put your talents to work 
on a new project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be sure to study a 
new project well before you put 
it in operation. Don't take any 
risks which could prove costly. 

AQUARIUS: '(January 21 to 
February 19) Make long-range 
plans which could give you added 
income in the future. Come to a 
better unders tanding with family 
members. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Yon are likely to be upset 
about matters you can't change, 
so concentrate on whatever 
brings you inner peace to your 
life. 


THE Daily Cross word e, 


ACROSS 
1 Ponjy pan I oh 
5 Pntfied penrves 
10 Mediocre 
m "The Censor - , 
15 Roman fountain hr 
'6 Surveyor's map ^ 
17 Makes obsolete 

19 Egg on 

20 A Siooga 

21 Shield Doss 

22 Extragaiacoc 
object 

24 Maybe 
28 Essential 

27 Taking gp. 

28 Basksi&aa 
teams 

32 Armada 
35 Crowded ume 

OnthaDndsl 

pattf* 

38 Small sailboat 

37 Afire 

38 Tykes 

41 — de la Plata 

42 Bitfcal prophet 

4,1 Preposition 
*5 Velvet finish 
47 Feasts 

49 Sass 

50 — Major 

51 Fears 
55 Suffer from 

strabismus 

58 A lew 

59 Batter dash! 

50 Contented 
sound 

51 Disparate 
condition 

W Adjutant 

65 Happen 

66 Ott Greek ep«n 

67 Digging tool 

68 5 Woo'S work 
6S Telegram 



Mm 

*’ Hwnmi 


DOWN 

1 Rogue 

2 Pirogue 

3 Absolute 

4 Luau offering 

5 Lumberjack s 
leftovers 

6 Rtyaon deruens 

7 Turn oown 


8 Holiday time 

9 Lack of peace 

10 Snort arte truck 

11 Possessive 

12 Long narrative 

13 River mo me 
Baltic 

IB Liquid measures 
23 Fleet fetters 

25 Hurry 

26 AKA Saki 

28 Throws tn ut® 
lowef 

29 Merit 

30 Castor or 
Pollux, eg 

31 Blackmon turn 

32 Blubber 

33 Kine of bean 
3f Short jacket 
35 Coup group 
39 Correa 

Jeopardy 
answer 
to Pant wtm 
renter ftowers 
43 Escorted 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


ononrc onoo 
cinnn rnnninn nonn 
Hmun rnnoBH Bonn 
BHonnnnra bbociod 

nnciH obbo 
nnonn finornoninmo 
□ocirjQB noHD nfnn 
noun nannin onpn 
□an noon qbbfjep 
□BQE iHnBEB BOBBR 
„ none otnnni 
gartaaE BocigiiEinn 
eroq nanno conn 
odbo DnrjFin nsBO 
DQR0 REnnnt arano 


45 Calendar absr. 

Keats subject 
49 Madagascan 
mammals 

51 K 91 

52 Smat antelope 

53 Turning part 


54 Gat®* 

55 Baths 

56 warm"®* 
57 1 macaw's* 
56 Clan 

S3 Base 


* 


?*’ 
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Oman to issue more bonds 
to finance budget deficit 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buving and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3772/82 

Canadian dollar 


1.5416/26 

Deutschemarks 


1.7293/03 

Dutch guilders 


1.3005/15 

Swiss francs 


31.76/80 

Belgian francs 


5.2895/45 

French francs 


1545.1/6.6 

Italian lire 


98.27/37 

Japanese yen 


7.6801701 

Swedish crowns 


6.7534/84 

Norwegian crowns 


6.0620/70 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.5632/42 


One ounce of gold 

$386.40/386.90 



ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman is plan- 
ning to issue more bonds to 
finance its budget deficit de- 
spite a surge in oil prices, a 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily has reported. 

The semi official Al Ittihad 
said the government would 
issue 20 million Omani riyals 
($52 million) from Aug. 1 to 
shore up the projected 1994 
deficit and finance new de- 
velopment projects. 

The new issue, floated on 
the Muscat Stock Exchange, 
would bring to 347.9 million 
riyals ($904.5 million) the tot- 
al value of bonds issued since 
1991, when the fourth five- 
year development plan was 
launched, the paper quoted a 
central bank report as saying. 

By the end of the develop- 
ment plan in 1995, the total 
bond value is projected to 
reach 429 million riyals ($1.1 
billion). 

Oman's budget deficit for 
the 1994 fiscal year was pro- 
jected at $760 million com- 
pared with $1.47 bQlion in 
1993. The drop is due to a 10 
per cent cut in 1994 spending 
to around $5.29 billion. 

Like other Gulf states, 
Oman relies heavily on oil 
export earnings but it has 
launched a drive to diversify 
its economy. It covers priva- 
tisations, attracting invest- 
ment, more allocations for 
productive ventures, incen- 


tives to the private sector and 
other reforms. 

Oman, which produces 
around 800,000 barrels per 
day of crude oil, has also 
withdrawn from its state re- 
serve funds to cover the 
budget shortfall. The fund 
itself is financed by an alloca- 
tion of 15 per cent from 
annual oil revenues. 

“Without bonds, the gov- 
ernment could find itself 
compelled to slash expendi- 
ture on development projects 
or seek other alternatives, 
including resorting to bor- 
rowing from abroad,” the 
central bank report said. 

Oman has borrowed from 
international markets but 
officials say its debt of around 
$2.5 billion has remained 
manageable. 

The state-run Oman Daily 
Observer newspaper has re- 
pored that Oman's financial 
position bas considerably im- 
proved following an increase 
in oil prices. 

It said the price of Omani 
oil rose to $16.08 a barrel last 
month from $12.35 in March. 
In the first week of July, it 
traded on the Asian market 
at about $16.35, the paper 
added. 

“The decline in oil prices 
has now reversed itself and 
the price outlook is suddenly 
much better,” economic 
affairs under-secretary 
Hamoud Bin Hilal Al Habsi 


told the paper. 

Oman hiked its oil output 
last year to 800,000 barrels 
per day (b/d) from 750,000 
b/d to make up for declining 
prices. 

Its revenues from oil ex- 
ports, which account for 
more than 75 per cent of the 
country's total income, fell in 
1993 by- nine per cent to 2.03 
billion Omani riyals ($5.23 
billion). 

“The government revenue 
outlook is substantially bet- 
ter," Mr. Al Habsi said. But 
he called for more intensive 
efforts to diversify the eco- 
nomy to protect it from “un- 
foreseen fluctuations” in 
world oil prices. 

He said the government 
was drawing up a new 
strategy to attract foreign 
capital ana referred to the 
Oryx Joint Invesetment 
account fund set up with Brit- 
ish investment companies, m 
the first collaboration with a 
foreign company. 

The 20 million riyals ($53 
million) fund would use the 
proceeds from selling its own 
shares to purchase equities 
on the local stock exchange, 
the Muscat securities market, 
and might also invest in other 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries, he added. 

Mr. Al Habsi said Oman’s 
fourtli Five Year Plan, laun- 
ched in 1991, was on sche- 
dule. 


Kuwait’s $34b fund seen falling 


KUWAIT (R) — State re- 
serves set aside for future 
generations of Kuwaitis could 
fall by three quarters by the 
year 2000 if the government 
uses them to cover its budget 
deficit, according to official 
figures reported Monday. 

Projections by the Sup- 
reme Planning Council 
showed the net worth of the 
Reserve Fund for Future 
Generations could drop to 
2.15 billion dinars ($7.2 bil- 
lion) in fiscal 1999/2000 from 
10 billion dinars ($33.8 bil- 


lion) in 1994/95 if it was used 
to bridge the budget gap. 

The projections saw 
deficit-related withdrawals of 
7.750 billion dinars ($26.2 bil- 
lion) over the period. 

It was not dear whether 
the projections published by 
Al Seyasseh newspaper 
accounted for posable in- 
creases in the once-huge fund 
resulting from investment 
earnings and annual deposits 
into it from state revenues. 

Most of Kuwait's overseas 
investments are in the reser- 


ve, a kind of pension fund for 
the day oil runs out a century 
or more from now. Another 
smaller fund, the General 
Reserve Fund, is believed 
tied up in relatively illiquid 
holdings. 

The fund was launched by 
a 1976 decree that obliges the 
government to deposit 10 per 
cent of its revenues into it 
every year and bans with- 
drawals. 

The fond was estimated 
pre-war at $100 billion or 
more. 
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Israeli 

arms 

industries 

post 

massive 

losses 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's 
defence industries lost hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars 
last year despite increased 
exports and massive layoffs, a 
government report revealed 
Monday. 

Yossi Nitzani, director of 
the government Companies 
Authority, said state-run de- 
fence industries posted a net 
Ium uf Sl.jj billion shekels, 
equivalent to nearly $800 mil- 
lion, in 1993. It was more 
than double last year’s 1.02 
billion-shekel loss. 

“The defence companies 
need to adapt products to 
changing markets and stop 
redundancies and competi- 
tion among) themselves." 
Mr. Nitzani said at a news 
conference presenting the au- 
thority’s annual report. 

The defence industries 
have been battered since the' 
mid-1980s by declining orders 
worldwide, the slowdown in 
western economies and their 
own inefficiency . 

Despite the dismal defence 
outlook, Israel's public sector 

— which employs some fqruf 
per cent of the two million 
workforce — was otherwise 
profitable last year. 

The 84 state-owned cc^n- 
panies — ranging from ship- 
yards to department stores, 
oil exploration rigs and the El 
Al airline — made a profiriof 
1.04 billion shekels (about 
$340 million) excluding the 
defence industry’s losses..* 

They account for about a 
sixth of Israel’s gross national 
product of some $65 billiqn. 

The defence sector's losses 
grew despite thousands -of 
layoffs and a six per cent 
increase in defence exports, 
to $1.78 billion — indicating 
a continuing drop in local 
orders, primarily from the 
Israeli army. ^ 

According to the repqkt, 
about three-quarters ~o£--die 
losses came from severance 
payments to 3,400 laid&ff 
workers — more than a tenth 
of The sector’s work force. 
Thousands more are to„be 
fired in coming years- in 
according with streamlining 
plans. 

The largest loss was posted 
by Israel Aircraft Industries 

— still reeling from the 1987 
cancellation of its Lavi fighter 

— which lost the equivalent 
of $450 million. Israel Milit- 
ary Industries, maker of the 
Merkava tank, lost $320 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Nitzani said the gov- 
ernment had sold off record 
holdings in 1993 and called 
for speeding up the privatisa- 
tion even more. 

“We still have too much of 
an anomally where the gov- 
ernment is for many com- 
panies the owner, the main 
client and the political influ- 
ence as well,” he said. 

Cocoa 
prices leap 

LONDON (R) — Cocoa 
prices roared ahead on Mon- 
day as nervous investors, still 
reeling from coffee's giddy 
ascent, positioned themselves 
for a similar surge. 

On the London futures 
market, cocoa for delivery in 
September jumped £36 
($54.12) to £1,104 ($1,721) a 
tonne, a six- and-a-half year 
high, in early trade. ; 

“People have seen what 
has happened in coffee and 
don’t want to be caught by 
surprise this time with 
cocoa,” said one trader. 

Fears about the effect of 
dry weather on the crop in the 
Ivory Coast, the world's 
leading producer, have con- 
tributed to cocoa’s sudden 
popularity, traders said. 

“If there were any problem 
in the Ivoiy Coast, coffee has 
shown only too clearly what 
can happen ” one said. 

Coffee prices have rock- 
eted in recent weeks follow- 
ing two serious frosts in Bra- 
zil, the world’s biggest pro- 
ducer. 

On Monday coffee, for 
September delivery was trad- 
ing of $3,790 a tonne, down 
$38 from Friday’s dose! fol- 
lowing a spell of milder 
weather in Brazil. 

Traders said cocoa manu- 
factures had not been 'car- 
rying huge stocks, adding this 
was a particularly sensitive 
time as any shortfall irf the 
Ivorian harvest could sharply 
widen a predicted defidt in 
world supply. 
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Mission accomplished as Brazil 
take World Cup for fourth time 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
■Brazil’s 24-year wait for a 
fourth World Cup came to an 
end here Sunday as Italy's 
luck finally ran out in the first 
final to be decided by penal- 
ties. 

Dunga. Brazil's captain 
and the heart of the team, 
converted Brazil's fourth kick 
to put them 3-2 ahead and 
leave Roberto Baggio need- 
ing to score to keep Italy 
alive. 

The man the Brazilians had 
feared would wreck their 
dream of emulating the side 
that Pele led to glory in 1970, 
lifted his kick over the bar 
and the Cup was on its way 
back to Brazil. 

"Our mission has been 
accomplished." Brazil’s 
.coach Carlos Alberto Par- 
rcira. who has had to put up 
■ with unrelenting criticism 
throughout the campaign, 
&ud. "We had to go to penal- 
ty kicks but I think we de- 
served to win." 

Parreira's side can not hold 
a candle to the flair of the 
team that triumphed 4-1 over 
italy in 1970, or even to the 
early eighties generation of 
Socrates, Zico and Falcao. 

; Bur the few neutrals in the 
94.194 Rose Bowl crowd 
would not dispute that his 
well-organised team were 
worthy winners, even if the 
pressure of living up to the 
expectations of 160 million of 
their compatriots clearly got 
to Romano and Bebeto. 

If the normally deadly duo 
had tucked away their 
dunces in the first 90 mi- 
nutes and 30 minutes of extra 
time, Brazil would never have 
had to rely on the lotteiy of a 
penalty shootout. 

“It is sad that the game was 
decided on penalty kicks but 
we were on top all the time," 
Bebeto said. "We are the real 
champions." 

Brazilian goalkeeper Taf- 
farel, whose save from 
Daniele Massaro on Italy's 
fourth kick set up the 
frzanph, said it had been Bra- 
zil's destiny to triumph in 
USA 94 in honour of the 
amatory of AyrtonSenna, 
Brazil's biggest sporting hero 
•:ince Pele. who was killed 
during the San Marino Grand 
?rix in May. 


“Of course a penalty kick 
decision does not necessarily 
mean that the best team com- 
es out on top. But we believe 
in destiny," Taffarel said. 

“Our victory was a homage 
to Ayrton Senna. He gave so 
much happiness to the Brazi- 
lian people that we knew this 
would be the only way to give 
them back their happiness.” 

Minutes after Hun gari an 
referee Sandor Pnhl blew the 
final whistle, several of the 
Brazilian players unfurled a 
banner which read in Portu- 
guese: “Ayrton, we acceler- 
ated with you toward a fourth 
title.” 

It was a tragic end to the 
tournament for Baggio. But 
he can take comfort in the 
knowledge that without him, 
and the five goals he scored 
in his previous three games, 

- Italy would never have got 
near the final. 

In the end, despite some 
heroic defending, Sunday's 
match proved a step too far 
for Arrigo Sacchi’s weary 
troops, who had defied all the 
odds to get so dose to glory. 

Twice, against Norway and 
Nigeria, they had to battle for 
their World Cup survival with 
ten men while injuries forced 
Sacchi to constantly reshuffle 
his side, using 20 of the 22 
players he brought to the 
United States. 

On Sunday, Roberto Bag- 
gio passed a fitness test only 
hours before the march and 
injuries to Roberto Mossi 
and Dino Baggio during the 
match used up both Sacchi's 
substitutes, when a pair of 
fresh lees up front might have 
made the difference at the 
end. 

Romario should really 
have spared everyone the 
agony of penalties minutes 
into file second period of exta 
time, when a goal for either 
side would have killed the 
match. 

But somehow the Brazilian 
striker managed to pull the 
ball round the post from a 
metre after Cafu’s cross ran 
right across the face of the 
Italian goal. 

Brazil could have paid very 
dearly for that miss. Eight 
minutes from the end, B aggi o 
worked a neat one-two with 
Daniele Massaro to create 


Italy’s best chance of the 
match. 

But the Juventus forward, 
who had tucked away every 
chance that came his way in 
his last three matches, could 
only produce a weary shot 
straight at Taffarel. From 
then, penalties were a cer- 
tainty. 

Franco Baresi, the Italian 
captain sensationally recalled 
to the side only 23 days after 
knee surgery, performed bril- 
liantly as Italy's defence 
heroically kept the Brazilians 
at bay. 

But what is almost certain 
to be his final international 
game ended in heartbreak 
when he lifted Italy's first 
penalty over the bar. Minutes 
earlier he had collapsed with 
cramp in the goalmouth. 

Pagliuca's dive to his right 
thwarted Marcio Santos’ 
opening effort for Brazil. De- 
metrio Albertini and Alber- 
igo Evani scored Italy's next 
two but they were matched 
by Romario and Branco. 

Daniele Massaro hit Italy's 
fourth penalty straighr at Taf- 
farel. Dunga sent Pagliuca 
the wrong way. Baggio mis- 
sed and it was all over. 

“We faltered at the penal- 
ties but we did all we could," 
said Sacchi, who had had to 
face almost as much criticism 
back home as Parreira. 

"We can go home with a 
clear conscience that we have 
done our best.” he stressed. 

Romario's late miss was 
the most blatant Brazilian 
blunder but his striking part- 
ner Bebeto also squandered 
nearly as good a chance, four 
minutes into extra time. 

Cafu, one of Brazil’s best 
players after coming on when 
rightback Jorginho limped off 
with a pulled right thigh mus- 
cle, sent over a low cross 
from the right that escaped 
Pagliuca and found Bebeto 
unmarked on the far post. 

With the goal gaping, the 
Brazilian miscued his shot 
and it spun back across the 
goalmouth, allowing a re- 
lieved Pagliuca to smother it. 

Roberto Baggio responded 
with a long range drive that 
Tafarrel did well to tip over 
but there was to be no repeat 
of the crucial late goals he 
scored against Nigeria and 



Brazil’s (f-R) Zinho, Monro SOva, Vida and World Cup trophy after Brazil wAn die cham- 
Panlo Sergio ran around the f add with die pmnship Sunday (AFP photo) 
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Brazil had tried everything 
to get through the Italian 
blue wall in the first 90 mi- 
nutes but Romario and Bebe- 
to both failed to capitalise on 
clear chances. 

Lady luck smiled on Italy 
again 14 minutes from the 
end when Mauro Silva, who 


had done such a good job in 
neutralising Baggio, un- 
leashed a fierce, swerving 
drive. The hall squirmed out 
of Pagliuca's arms and spun 
towards the net only to 
bounce back to the keeper off 
the inside of the post. 

Apart from Baggio's 
efforts in extra time, the only 


time the Italians came dose 
to scoring was when Baresi ’s 
through ball sent Daniele 
Massaro away in the 19th 
minute. 

The Milan striker -went 
past Silva and into the box, 
but at full strength he could 
do no more* them prod his 
shot straight at Tafarrel. 


Italians laud their 
team’s 2nd place 


ROME (R) — Italians held 
their heads high Monday de- 
spite seeing their team lose 
the WorldCup final to Brazil 
on penalties. 

“Italy, you were great any- 
way,” ran a headline in Gaz- 
zetta Della Sport newspaper. 

Gazzetta journalist Candi- 
do Caimavo wrote: “I under- 
stand the tears shed at the 
end of the game but our boys 
desere a sincere and heartfelt 
thank you for their achieve- 
ment which is great enough 
to dry up any tears.” 

Paolo Rossi, the striker 
who led Italy to their last 
World Cup title in 1982, said 
fans should be happy with 
second place after Italy’s dis- 
astrous start to the tourna- 
ment. 

“To have reached the final 
after such a terrible start is an 
accomplishment in itself," be 
said. 

Azeglio Virini, coach when 
Italy went out in die semifin- 
als in 1990, agreed. “Second 
place is an excellent achieve- 
ment,” he said. 

Paolo Maldini, star defen- 
der of Italy's World Cup cam- 
paign in the United States, 
vowed to win the trophy in 
France next time. 

“There is still 1998,” Mal- 
dini told Corriere Dello 
Sport. “I hope to be there to 
win the World Cup." 

The Italians, who will fly 
home Tuesday, lost 3-2 on 
penalties to Brazil after Fran- 
co Baresi and Roberto Bag- 
gio missed and Daniele Mas- 
saro saw his shot saved. 

Dejected fans who had 
flocked to outdoor television 
screens in piazzas and sta- 
diums across Italy wrapped 
up their flags and discarded 
their hooters after the penal- 
ty shoot-out. 

“It’s so sad, what a way to 
lose,” said Claudio MisceHa, 
who watched the match, 
goalless after extra time, with 
thousands of other fans on a 
wide-screen television in cen- 
tral Rome’s Piramide Dis- 
trict. 

But some fans stayed on 
the streets to celebrate Italy’s 
second place. 

Italian police said one fan, 
Mauro Bigi, 29, died when he 
fell from the bade of a pick- 


up truck in the central Italian 
town of Massa as he cele- 
brated with friends after the 

match. 

In Rome, police said they 
had made two arrests after 
fans in the Piazza del Pppolo 
threw bottles, fireworks and 
coins when a riant television 
screen broke down briefly at 
the start of the match. 

Minor trouble was also re- 
ported in Milan, where police 
said one .officer and one 
Brazilian fan wer slightly hurt 
in scuffles which erupted af- 
ter Baggio missed his do-or- 
die shot 

Jeers went up from a crowd 
of about 30,000 who watched 
the match on a screen at 
Rome’s Olympic Stadium 
when the face of Italy coach 
Arrigo Sacchi appeared on 
the screen. 

But Sacchi, who had been 
subjected to heavy press cri- 
ticism early in the tourna- 
ment, won wide praise Mon- 
day. 

“He has proven to be cap- 
able of building a team of 
hardened fighters. We should 
entrust him with the task of 
trying again in four rears," 
said Alfio Caruso of Gazzet- 
ta. 

Italy, who began the World 
Cup with a shock 1-0 loss to 
Ireland, scraped through to 
the final 16 and reached the 
quarterfinals only after Bag- 
gio equalised in the 89th mi- 
nute against Nigeria. 

“That goal will still be re- 
membered in 100 years," sari 
Cannavo. 

Some Italians, who had 
feared that Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi, the media 
tycoon who owns AC Milan, 
would try to convert a World 
Cup win into a political vic- 
tory, were philosophical ab- 
out the result. 

“The prime minister and 
his majority can now forget 
about hi-jacking the World 
Cup victory,” said carpenter 
Sandro Mdli. 

Berlusconi, seven of whose 
Milan players were on the 
Italian squad, has ahgend Us 
image with sport since bur- 
sting into politics this year 
with a party named after the 
national soccer cry “Fonff 
Italias” (gp Italy). 






Brazilians set aside troubles 
to share in World Cup triumph 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 
— Brazil's World Cup 
triumph Sunday ignited a 
raucous celebration on this 
football-mad country's 
streets, with fireworks ex- 
ploding to the pounding of 
drums and joyous shouts of 
millions of frenzied fans. 

Samba dancers lined the 
streets for kilometres (miles) 
ni every direction here fol- 
lowing Brazil's victory over 
Italy in the championship 
match at Pasadena, Califor- 
nia. The triumph was an un- 
precedented fourth for Bra- 
zil. but the country's first 
since 1970. 

Clad in the green and yel- 
low colors of Brazil's flag, 
supporters in this dty of con- 
trasts watched from giant 
television screens in well- 
heeled neighbourhoods such 
as Co pa cabana and Ipanema, 


and crammed in front of tiny 
sets in Rio’s crowded hillside 
favelas. 

Millions from Rio to Sao 
Paolo, and from Salvador de 
Bahia to Brasilia watched a 
tense match unfold, with no 
goals through over-times. 
The first final decided by 
penalty kicks came down to 
Roberto Baggio's final kick 
for Italy. 

When he missed, ISO mil- 
lion Brazilians got their cue 
to scream for joy. 

An explosion of merrymak- 
ing and music, drinking and 
dancing had begun. 

Sirens went off in the port 
of Niteroi. In Sao Paolo, 
police estimated a mass of 
one million people gathered 
to pay h maage to their 
heroes on Paulista Aveneu, 
amid the skyscrapers of the 
financial district of South 
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America’s largest city. 

A sports-loving country 
deeply saddened 10 weeks 
ago at the funeral of its racing 
legend Ayrton Senna left 
loose its emotions, and put 
aside troubles for a few pre- 
cious moments. Millions of 
people, if only briefly, fo- 
cused on sharing in the joy. 

Brazil escoring leader 
Romario was hailed through- 
out the land, and all players 
can expect a princely wel- 
come upon their arrival home 
Tuesday. 

The festival was not limited 
to Brazilian borders. 

Hundreds of Brazil backers 
hit the streets of neighbour- 
ing Uruguay’s capital. Mon- 
tevideo, creating a spur-of- 
the-moment carnival. 


President says win will 
help Brazil’s self-esteem 


BRASILIA (R) — President 
Itamar Franco said Brazil's 
3-2 win over Italy in the 
World Cup final Sunday 
would help the country’s self- 
esteem, the state news agen- 
cy reported. 

Franco, whose country is 
struggling to curb high infla- 
tion and deal with many so- 
cial and political problems, 
told reporters he “felt an 
immense joy'’ from the vic- 
tory, Agenda Brasil said. 

“This self-esteem the play- 
ers have needs to be transfer- 
red to Brazil itself," he said. 

Franco said he got a con- 
gratulatory telephone call 
from President Clinton on 
the occasion of Brazil's vic- 
tory over Italy in Pasadena. 
California. 

Clinton said he “would like 
to express in the name of the 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
FOR SALE 


Yamaha tenor saxophone. 
Hofner violin. 

Tel: 615634 


A HOUSE FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
IDEAL PLACE FOR DIPLOMATS 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, sitting room, 
indoor garden, dining room, 3 bathrooms, big hall 
for reception (can be used as study room), small 
maid room with a bathroom, large kitchen, 2 
garages, beautiful garden with different fruit trees. 
Located in one of the most beautiful areas in 

Qu/pifiph 

Call the owner, Tel. 813591 


ADVERTISEMENT 
REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS 


An American firm announces the requirement 
for US manufactured photocopiers ( Xerox or 
Equivalent ). Tenderers are requested to pick up 
RFQ Document , Technical Specifications at 
room 215 , Ministry of Water \ Irrigation Bldg , 
on or before 3 pm , 24 July , 1994 . 


Closing date for offers is Noon . August 6 ,1994 


American people congratula- 
tions for the world cham- 
pionship and that this was a 
very important day for the 
Brazilian and American peo- 
ple because it promoted 
understanding between 
them,” Franco said. 

He also said he had gotten 
a telephone call from Argen- 
tine {resident Carlos Menem 
congratulating Brazil.. 

Menem and Franco have 
had strained relations recent- 
ly stemming from Menem 's 
comments about Brazil’s re- 
lative poverty. Franco re- 
torted that Menem was only 
upset about Argentina’s ous- 
ter from the World Cup. 

Franco has given federal 
workers a half-day holiday 
Monday and said he planned 
to receive the World Cup 
team in Brasilia to present 
players and coaches with the 
Order of Sporting Merit.” 


Final is a ployglot festival of 
sports, music — and business 


PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 
Part Brazilian carnival, part 
chanting Italians, the World 
Cup final was a polyglot of 
peoples from all over the 
planet. 

Over its 72 years, the Rose 
Bowl near Los Angeles had 
survived earthquakes; it 
hosted the Olympics and four 
of American football’s Sap- 
per Bowl championships. 

But nothing quite equaled 
the climax of the first World 
Cup in the United States. 

At the pre-game dosing 
ceremony, Whitney Houston 
wanned up the crowd with a 
few of her popular hits, f then 
saxophonist Kenny G.. bold- 
ing the high notes intermin- 
ably, stretched the American 
national anthem- to 2 mi- 
nutes, 45 seconds. 

As kickoff neared. 


WE’VE TAKEN A 
FRESH LOOK! 

DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel. 6th Circle. Amman. 



FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area. A fully furnished super deluxe Hal. 190 
sqm- ground Uoor consists of two bedrooms. L- shaped 
salons/sitting and dining rooms including bar. spacious 
kitchen with all accessories, veranda could be used as a 
maid’s room, TV/video/stereo set with all electrical appliances 
including electrical shutters, Bar-B-Q. grass pitched garden 
private garage, separate lelephone/waier/eleclricity and heat- 
ing. 

‘♦NO INTERMEDIARIES PLEASE” 

For more information please contact telephone numbers 
814850,619971,619972 K 



heralded by fireworks and a 
B-l bomber flyover, the fans, 
including red-bearded defen- 
der Alexi Lalas, moade their 
%ay to their seats. The Brazi- 
lians, holding hands in a 
chain, and the Italians mar- 
ched onto the field. 

Local residents were fascin- 
ated. 

“Man, I've never seen any- 
thing like it,” Marvin Adam- 
son said as he wandered ab- 
out and watched outside .‘the 
stadium just before kickoff. 

“There are all sorts of peo- 
ple from all over the world. 
I’ve heard more different lan--. 
guages than I’ve heard in my 
whole life. I’ve been to a lot 
of sports, bnt nothing like 
this." 

Adamson, 30, of Los 
Angeles and thousands of 
others didn’t have a ticket To 


the game bnt game to enjoy 
the urdqne mix of sights, 
sounds and smells of the festi- 
vities outside the Rose BowL 

The 100,000-plus fans, 
some 91,000 of whom actual- 
ly made it into the stadium, 
arrived hours before the 
game in a variety of ways; 
limousines escorted by polk* 
(including Vice President A1 
Gore); by helicopter, by auto 
after long waits in heavy free-' 
way traffic; one couple on a 
bicyde built for two; and, 
some younger fans by parent 
powered stroller. 

Along the way, they passed 
mini -par king lots where resi- 
dents of the neighbourhood 
were charging, as one neared 
the rose Bowl $10, Then $20, 
then finally up to $50 to park 
in their driveways and on 
their grass. 


Taffarel turns from 
spectator to hero 


PAS AD ANA (R) — Brazil 
goalkeeper Taffarel turned 
from the World Cup's most 
privileged spectator into the 
hero of their victory Sunday. 

Taffarel might have 
brought a deck chair to Bra- 
zil’s previous games and sun- 
bathed in the penalty area. 

He bad gone through all six 
games without having to 
make a decent save as Brazil 
cruised to the final. He con- 
ceded three goals but was 
unable to do much about any 
of them. 

On Sunday, Taffarel was 
finally called into action. It 
was his first chance to silence 
his many doubters, who 
feared he was shaky, and he 
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took it with both hands. y, 
During the two hours of 
generally tedious soccer, Taf- 
farel made important saves . 

from Daniele Massaro sod 
Roberto Baggio to keep Bra- 
d's title hopes alive. 

He then gained hero status 
in the penalty shoot-out. di- 
ving to his left to save - 
saro’s penally, Italy's third 
effort. 

Roberto Baggio fired Ita- 
ly’s next penalty over the bar 
and Brazil were home. 

“I don't consider myself to 
be die hero. There are ten 
other players on the team, 
he said. ’ 

He said his biggest prob- 
lem was to concentrate for 
the penalty shoot-out. ‘ 1 B 
was such an important mo- 
ment for me, for'the team 
and for Brazil. I had to takes, 
deep breath and get my con- 
centration.” 

Many fans had not forgot* 
ten the horrendous error Taf- 
farel made last year in * 

World Cap qualifier again** 

Bolivia in La Paz. < j 

He let Marco EtcbeyeiTr* * 1 
harmless cross slip throng" 
his legs in the 88th minn® 5 
and Brazil crashed to their 
first defeat in a World O? 
qualifying match. 
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Rozoario bolds file World Cup trophy Brazil woo Sunday 
(AIT photo) 
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Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KJ5S TKJ7 Q *J7642 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 7- Pass ? 

What action do you lake? 

A.— With only three-card support 
for partner's suit, you cannot make 
an invitational jump raise even if 
you play five-card majors. There- 
fore. it bods down to a choice be- 
tween one spade and two clubs. 
With the queen of diamonds of 
doubtful value and a shabby five- 
card suit, we would opt for one 
spade. 


Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AK :i02 :AS662 ♦A972 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
Pass I T Pass Pass 
2* 2 : ? 

What action du you take? 

A.— You probably have the bant 
hand at the table and it is about 
time you wid everyone about it. 
Since the best spot could be three 
no trump, you don't want to bypass 
h by jumping in eluhe. Cue-bid 
three beans to see what develops. 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hokfc 

♦AQ1062 7AQJ Q9 +AQ4 
What is ynur openieg bid? 

A— Having a five card major is fin 
bar to opening two no lromp and. in 
the modern style, no one quibbles 
about only a semi -stopper in one of 
the suits. The problem with open- 
ing line spade is that it is impossible 
l* describe this hand with your re- 


bid. Whether your range is 20-22 or 
22-24 you should opt for two no 
trump. Your good five-card suit is 
worth an extra point. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦A94 :KJ92 :&742 *K4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

l 17 ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — To angle for a low-level penal- 
ty double when you have four-card 
support for partner's suit, even if it 
is a minor, is a losing tactic. Far 
better to try for game and the logi- 
cal way is to show your multistop- 
pera in the enemy suit by jumping 
to two no trump. That’s not forcing, 
whatever methods you play. 

Q.S — East -West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4AQ1072 7KB 1092 +4K6 
What is your opening bid? . 

A. — There is nothing wrong with 
opering one spade — your problem 
will come on the next round should 
partner respond one no trump. You 
can avoid this difficulty by choosing 
one no trump as your opening salvo. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦K 105 TAK73 vKQS *482 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ♦ Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — In (he immediate seat, a one- 
no- trump i ivercall would show the 
equivalent of a one-no-trump open- 
ing hid. In the balancing seal, how- 
ever, you must show this hand by 
first doubling and then bidding no 
trump as cheaply as passible. 
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Andretti wins fourth 
Toronto Indyear race 


TORONTO (R) — Michael 
Andretti, in a Reynard Ford 
Cosworth, won his fourth 
Toronto Molson Indyear 
race, edging fellow- American 
Boby Ratal's Lola Honda by 
6.801 seconds and ending the 
Penske racing team’s seven- 
race victory streak, on Sun- 
day. 

Two-time world champion 
Emerson Fittipaldi of Brasil 
was third in a Penske Umar in 
the 98-lap race over the 1. 78- 
mile (2.86 km) coarse. 

American Mario Andretti, 
in a Lola Ford Cosworth, was 
fourth. He was driving in his 
final year and 400th Indyear 
race. 

Michael Andretti, winner 
of the series opener in Au- 
stralia, averaged 96.673 mph 
(155.575 kph) for the 174.44 
mile (280.72 kph) event over 
the exhibition place Street 
Circuit. It was his 29th series 
victory. 

Series points leader A1 Un- 
set, Jr. retired on the first 
lap, after his usually reliable 
Iknor engine stopped without 
warning. Bat Unser retained 
his lead with 127 points to 
Fittipaldi's 100. Andretti 


moved into third place with 
80 points. 

Defending series champion 
Nigel Mansell led early in the 
race, before retiring on lap 65 
with handling problems. 

“I didn't fed anything, so I 
don’t know if I was hit,” 
Mansell said. ‘“There’s a lot 
of debris out there and I 
think that’s what caused it." 

On lap 25 Mansell’s right 
rear tyre went flat and he 
limped arond die circuit in his 
Lola to the pits, dropping 
him one lap behind and 
essentially out of contention. 

After pole winner Robby 
Gordon and Mansell lost laps 
due to punctures. Andretti 
took the lead on lap 25 and 
was not seriously challenged. 

“This year has been a 
strange year. We started on a 
big high then we’ve had 
lows,” said Andretti. 31. 
“We’ve been struggling. 

“To come back here and a 
score a win, maybe that will 
pat us back on track,” said 
Andretti, who returned to 
Indyear racing after a year 
driving in Formula One com- 
petition. 


3 arrested at World Cup 

PASADENA, Calif. (R) — Police on duty for the World 
Cup championship match arrested 32 people Sunday on 
charges ranging from disorderly conduct to gambling, 
authorities said. Officers were out in force as thousands of 
Brazilian soccer fans took to the streets to celebrate their ! 
team’s victory over Italy, and Pasadena police commander 
Mary Schander said the post-game celebrations remained 
mostly peaceful. “Thirty-two arrests is about normal for a ! 
major event with 94,000 people present,” she said. Some , 
suspects were taken into custody outside the stadium j 
before the game, others during the match and still others in I 
the noisy, carnival-like festivities that followed. The I 
charges covered a variety of offences, including ticket j 
scalping, gambling, disorderly conduct, resisting arrest and • 
interfering with a police officer, Schander said. 

Cup final off limits for N. Korea 

BELTING (AFP) — North Korea, in official mourning 
following the death of President Kim II-Sung, was the only 
country to ignore Sunday’s World Cup final. The national . 
news agency did not even announce the result, while j 
newspapers and television ignored the match. Only a | 
privileged few joined the millions worldwide who tuned m 
to see Brazil beat Italy — mainly in foreign embassies 
equipped with sateh're TV. 

Was Simpson framed by a racist cop? 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — A racist policeman planted a 
bloody glove at the home of alleged double murderer U J. 
Simpson in order to frame him, the New Yorker magazine 
reported the ex-footbafl star’s attorneys will likely claim. 

, His attorneys probably will claim in Simpson’s upcoming 
trial that detective Mark Fuhrman found two bloody gloves 
at the scene of the murders and took one glove to 
Simpson's estate where he claimed to find it, the magazin e 
said. Simpson has pleaded innocent to charges that he 
killed his ex-wife Nicole Simpson. 35, and her friend Ron 
Goldman, 25, whose savagely slashed bodies were found 
outside, her home June 12. In its July 25 issue released 
Sunday, the magazine said defence team sources said that 
Fuhrman planted the glove because he wanted to be in the 
spotlight and was a racist with a history of psychiatric 
problems. 
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Cuban coach among 
4 defecting to U.S. 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 
(AFP) — Osvaldo Garcia, 
Cuba’s national water polo 
coach, has defeated to the 
United States along with his 
21-year-old son plus a team 
asistant and physical therap- 
ist, according to a U.S. Water 
Polo statement released Sun- 
day. 

The four requested politic- 
al asylum while in Miami 
Florida, last month. They 
were in the United States for 
the Alamo Cup tournament, 
a seven-nation event con- 
ducted in Newport Beach, 
California. Cuba finished 
third. 

Garda, who had coached 
the Cuban nationals the past 


two years, has a wife and 
22-year-old daughter in 
Cuoa. His defecting son 
Osvaldo was a Caban starter 
who scored seven goals and 
added four assists. 

The Garcias plan to remain 
in Florida, according to the 
statement. 

Seven members of the 
Cuban water polo squad have 
assistant to the United States 
in the: past two eyars, with 
two others seeking political 
asylum in Puerto Rico, a 
U.S. commonwealth. 

Names of the therapist and 
assistant were not included in 
tHe statement and calls to 
U.S. Water Polo, the sport’s 
national governing body, 
were not returned. 


LONDON (R) — The En- 
glish premier league is grow- 
ing used to the spending ex- 
ploits of Blackburn Rovers, 
fast becoming a kind of AC 
Milan of British soccer. 

The financial clout of dub 
chairman and millionaire 
businessman Jack Walker has 
lifted Blackburn into the 
Manchester United and 
Arsenal bracket in the last 
couple of seasons. 

But on Friday, Blackburn . 
excelled themselves — even 
by their own high-spending 
standards — when they shel- 


led out a British record £5 
million ($7.79 million) for 
Norwich City striker Chris 
Sutton, a 21-year-old with a 
lot of talent but an unproven 
track record at the very high- 
est level. 

The deal took the Black- 
burn shopping bill for the last 
three years to almost £27 
million ($42.1 million) and 
sparked fears in some quar- 
ters that the English game 
may be following the Italian, 
where exorbitant transfer 
foes have become second na- 
ture. 


^ DAJANI JEWELLERS 

Land of Brazilian gems & gold jewellery. 
In Rio de Janeiro & Amman since 1975. 
Amman - Amra Hofei Shops - 6th Circle. 


3 bedrooms, L-shaped lounge and salon, two 
bathrooms, maid’s room. 

Located in Abdoun, behind Orthodox Club. 

PSease call: 815672 


TWO FURNISHED APTS. 

FOR RENT 

1 . Fully furnished floor, local area 330m 2 , JD1 2,000/ 
yearly 

i 2. Fully furnished apt., local area, 30m 2 , JD5.000/ 
yearly 

For more information call 697557 


Doohan wins 
French 
motorcycle 
race 


LE MANS, France (AP) — 
Australian Michael Doohan 


the French Motorcycle 
Grand Prix Sunday as the 
race returned after a one- 
vear absence. 

Doohan extended his lead 
in the season standings with a 
victory on his Honda over 
American John Kocinski, on 
a Cagiva, and Spaniard Alex, 
Criville, also on a Honda. 

American Kevin Scbwantz 
had to drop out. 

The French race was can- 
celled last year after an anti- 
smoking campaign caused 
difficulties with the compet- 
ing teams, most of whom are 
sponsored by tobacco com- 
panies. 

The situation was resolved 
in time for the French Grand 
Prix for Formula One but the 
motorcycle race could not be 
held. 

Italy’s Loris Captrossi led 
an I talian sweep of the top 
three places in the 250 cc 
race. Doriano Romboni was 
second, also on a Honda with 
Massimiliano Biaggi on a, 
Aprilia was third. 


Poli makes Ventoux history 
as Indurain gets a scare 


CARPENTRAS, France 
(AFP) — Italian Eros Poli 
wrote a new chapter in the 
history of the infamous Ven- 
toux climb here Monday as 
he won the 15th stage of the 
Tour de France after an ex- 
traordinary 170km escape. 

The Italian giant, tears of 
joy streaming down his face 
well before die finish, scaled 
the 1,909-metre sun-baked 
summit which cost British 
rider Tom Simpson his life 27 
yearas ago before hurtling to 
a memorable victory. 

Overall leader Miguel In- 
durain of Spain, meanwhile, 
certain to win this year’s race 
barring accidents, escaped a 

major scare when he almost 
rode off the road during the 
high-speed descent. 

The yellow jersey rear 
wheel skidded out and the 
Spaniard missed a roadside 
marker on the outside of the 
bend by inches as he fought 
to regain control of his bike. 

But Poli, whoi make a 
180kom solo break in the 
seventh stage only to be 
caught after leading by 18- 
and-a-half minutes, deserved 
all the headlines after getting 
it right this time. 

He said: “I told my team 
leader I could win it when I 
heard how far ahead I was at 


the summit. 

Tm a big bloke — I weigh 
85kg — so I didn’t think 
many people would make 
much nme on me daring the 
descent!" 

Alberto Elli of Italy led the 
stragglers home to take 
second in front of Pascal Lino 
of France, both 3mins 39secs 
behind. 

Tour de France 


The Ventoux in Provence 
has always been linked with 
tragedy since July 13, 1967, 
when the 29-year-old British 

champion Simpson collapsed 
and died from a lethal com- 
bination of heat, exhaustion 
arid amphetamines. 

Poli, however, will remem- 
ber the place with joy after 
the Venetian broke away af- 
ter 60km of tHe 231km run 
from Montpellier and at one 
stage led by a massive 25mins 
over the main peletion. 

Compatriot Mario Man- 
tovan got to within 15mins of 
the leader but as he faded 
Italian teammate Marco Pan- 
tam took up the chase. Man- 
tovan handing over his water 
bottle as Pantani went past. 

Pantani, with a second and 


third stage place this year and 
who had fallen badly earlier 
in Monday's stage, was soon 
the lone chaser as the peleton 
came out of die: shade of the. 
trees on the lower reaches of 
the ascent and into the burn- 
ing sunshine. 

But Indurain responded, 
picking up the pace and re- 
ducing the chasing group first 
to 12 men, ihen just six, 
including second and third- 
placed Frenchmen Richard 
Virenque and Armand de las 
Cuevas. 

Poli went Over the top of 
the Ventoux 4rains 30m ms 
30secs ahead of Pantani with 
40kms TO go, while Indu- 
rain's group were another 
Imin 28secs behind. 

Pantani was eventually ' 
hauled in but the peleton had a 
given up ti^e chase well be- * 
fore Poll’s triumphant entry. 

Only 137 of the original 
189-strong field began the 
race, with world champion 
Lance Armstrong, a stage 
winner last year, quitting be- 
fore the start. 

Diitch rider Rob Harmel- 
ing, meanwhile, was disqual- • 
ifiedi for holding oo to his 
TVM1 team car and hitching 
a ride, an offence which also 
saw his team manager ban- 
ned from the event. 


Sampras looks to rebound from loss 


Blackburn look to 
become Britain’s Milan 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
World number one Pete Sam- 
pras begins preparing to de- 
fend .ms U.S. pen Tennis 
crown by trying to forget the 
disappointment of a Davis 
Cup defeat. 

“There's a lot of pride out 
there and I don't like to give 
these guys the satisfaction of 
beating the top player in the 
world," Sampras, the top- 
seed in .the $650,000 ATP 
Washington Classic, which 
began Monday. 

Sampras lost 2-6, 7-6 (7/5), 
7-5 to Dutch veteran Richard 
Krajice in Davis Cup play 
Sunday but he is 56-6 on ATP 
Tour this season. 

Number one since winning 
last year’s U.S. Open, Sam- 
pras has won four of the past 
five Grand Slam titles, failing 
at the French Open last 
month. 

“Pete has proven he is cap- 
able of going down as one of 
the best of all time,” said 
20th-ranked Andre Agassi, 
who hopes a strong showing 
here can help him reach a top 
16 seed for the open. 

“Most people on the tour 
consider him the guy to beat, 


foe guy who is playing better 
than everybody else," Agassi 
said. “No matter what my 
ranking is, when you step on 
foe court with Pete, you’re 
going to have to play your best 
to have a chance at whining." 

Sampras has complained of 
mental tiredness from too 
many matches in the past 
month, but he wants to play 
well here in the city where he 
was born. This event is also 
foe first hardcourt event in 
advance of the open, still six 
weeks away. 

“What we’re dying to do is 
prepare well for the U.S. 
Open. That’s really the bot- 
tom line,” Sampras said. 
“Money isn't the main point. 
It’s winning and winning ti- 
tles. That's what keeps me 
going.” 

Agassi, wb o won here in 
1990 and 1991, has not 
readied a Grand Slam semi- 
final since winning Wimble- 
don in 1992. 

“Getting the confidence 
going before the U.S. Open 
is key for me,” Agassi said. 
“Believing I can win when I 
step on the court is impor- 
tant." 
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MADABA MOSAIC SCHOOL 

ITALY JORDAN COOPERATION PROJECT fj ^ 


The Mad aba Mosaic School is a public school that enrolls 15 students (maie/Female) per year. 
Students undergo a three year training program in the field of ancient mosaic restoration and 
modern mosaic production. The school is a public school which issues a tawjihi degree in the 
area of mosaics. Enrollment of new- students for the academic year 1994-1995 has just begun. 
Those interested in enrolling in the MMS must have completed tenth grade with an average of 
no less than 75% 

For more information call MMS tel: 08-540759. 

Applications obtained from: 

-Ministry of Tourism (front desk) 

-Italian Embassy ( Cultural Department) 

-Tourist office in Madaba 

Applications deadline is July, 30 1994. 


Tel: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


Nabila Qbeid ana Parous Ai 
Fishawi 
in 

Unveiling The Sec- 
rets 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. S:0C. *:■*?. W* 
10:30 


COWCORP 

CONCORD “1 M 

THE CRUSH 




Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMtOUH 

Cinema and Theatre ■ 



Tel: 675571 

NabO AI Mashftni Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Today & Everyday 
Abu c Awwad in social comedy* 

Present their piay: 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Salar* Ya 3a!am) 

,( PUNCn*«ED BAG” 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tue 
days. 
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Iran parades 3 women who admit 
killings 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Three women who said they belonged 
to Iran's main aimed opposition group and admitted 
carrying out several recent attacks and killings were 
paraded by Iranian authorities Monday. At a press 
conference held in Tehran at the offices of the official 
agency IRNA one of die women said she had killed 
Protestant pastor Tedhis Mikhailian at the beginning of 
July in the capital. She maintained she had also searched 
for a place close to Tehran to bury a second pastor Medhi 
Dibaj also murdered in early July, by Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, according to the woman. Three Protestant pastors 
have been found dead in mysterious circumstances since 
the beginning of the year, leaving Iran's small Protestant 
community in shock. The two other women said they had 
tried to set off two bombs on July 5 in the mausoleum of the 
holy city of Qom and at a shrine to the leader of the Islamic 
revolution Ayatollah Ru holla h Khomeini in a suburb of 
Tehran. 

Kabul remains under rocket attacks 

KABUL (AFP) — Rocket batteries from forces opposing 
Afghan President Burbanuddin Rabbani opened fire on 
Kabul Monday, killing three civilians and wounding 10. 
according to hospital sources. Most of the civilian casualties 
were taken to the Jamhuriat public emergency hospital in 
downtown Kabul with superficial wounds, but witnesses 
there described the three dead as butchered corpses. The 
first salvo of rockets crashed into the mostly-deserted 
merchants' bazaar east of the Kabul river, followed by at 
least two othera which exploded near tire presidential 
palace around midday Monday. 

‘Jupiter will look like it has measles’ 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Five fragments of the comet 
Shoemaker-Levy-9 hit the surface of Jupiter between 
Saturday night and midnight Sunday. leaving behind 
unexplained scars of light, a South African astronomer said 
here Monday. “If this pattern continues for all 21 frag- 
ments, Jupiter will appear to have measles by the end of the 
week," said Bob Stobie. director of the South African 
Astronomical Observatory (SAAO). He said the scar 
caused by the first fragment to strike die giant planet was 
still visible more than 20 hours after impact and had rotated 
into sight twice already. "We are not sure exactly what 
causes these remarkable bright spots." Mr. Stobie told the 
SAPA news agency. 

Afghan warlord agrees to free hostages 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — An Afghan warlord has agreed to 
release two Chinese engineers and about a dozen Pakista- 
nis after bolding them for more than a year as hostages, 
officials said Monday. The warlord. Mullah Abdul Salam, 
nicknamed "Rocketi." bas been holding the foreigners in 
an attempt to force Pakistan to return a shipment of three 
Stinger missiles, taken by Pakistani soldiers during a raid. 
Mr. Salam has shifted the hostages from his hideout in 
southern Afghanistan to the capital Kabul, the officials 
said, adding they would soon be transferred to Pakistan. 
Interior Minister Naseeniilah Babar said Mr. S alam bad 
agreed to free all hostages "unconditionally," adding that 
the release came as a result of intervention by Saudi Arabia 
through its embassy in Afghanistan. 

U.N. will need more time in Somalia 

NAIROBI (AFP) — The United Nations Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) will ask the Security Councfl to 
extend its mission in the country to give it more time to 
establish lasting peace there, a U.N. spokesman said here 
Monday. UNOSOM*s mandate is scheduled to end in 
September and the U.N. Security Council is to meet in 
August to review the mission's progress before voting on 
whether to prolong or end it. “I hope the Security Council 
will understand that we need more time to complete our 
job,” UNOSOM’s spokesman George Bennett told a news 
conference here. 


Apathy masks 
disappointment 


(Continued from page I) 
with the Israelis means I will 
never go borne to Jaffa. He 
bas sold ns oat,” says Mr. 
Malar. He is one of nearly 
three million frustrated 
Palestinian refugees in the 
Arab World, who feci they 
have been betrayed. “I have 
no problem with with Peres 
coming here or the King 
meeting Rabin. 1 guess we 
have no alternative. We have 
to be pragmatic and make the 
best possible out of a bad 
situation." 

But Mr. Matar is not sure it 
will bring a better life for him 
or his wife and two children. 

"My life will not very diffe- 
rent here in Jordan once 
there is peace,” be says wist- 
fully. "Maybe the economy 
will improve with peace and I 
can get a job.” says Mr. 
Matar, seated on the floor of 
their cinder-block borne play- 
ing with his daughter Amal. 

Observers believe that 
overall apathy to the peace 
process is the best scenario 
the government, which has 
done little so far to initiate a 
debate on the merits of 
peace, could hope for. 

Doomsday prophesies ab- 
out Islamist and leftist 
opposition taking to the 
streets to fight such peace 
moves have not come true 
but one Islamist warned the 
government, which he ac- 
cuses of muzzling the oppas- 
tion, not to be -‘fooled” by 
the silence of the street. 

Hamam Saeed. a hawkish 
and outspoken member of 
parliament from the Islamic 
Action Front, says the gov- 
ernment has rejected the 
groups’ applications to hold 
anti-peace rallies on more 
than two occasions. 

“The press is one sided 
giving the impression that 
everyone is for this type of 
peace.” contends Mr. Saeed. 
"The government is trying to 
silence the opposition. 'But 
the people will not stay silent 
forever." 


they have become indifferent 
to political developme n ts-” 

"The King’s meeting with 
Rabin is not a novelty. Sadat 
went to Jerusalem, which of 
course was a tremendous 
shock to people; then Arafat 
went to Washington and 
shook hands with Rabin and 
then this event. It has lost its 
novelty,” maintains Dr. 
Nasir. 

Mr. Peres will hold talks 
with Mr. Christopher and Dr. 
Majali. who is also the fore- 
ign minister, at the Dead Sea 
hotel tomorrow — an event 
almost impossible to imagine 
even a year ago. , 

Many analysts and obser- 
vers here believe that any 
opposition to the peace pro- 
cess and the way it is pro- 
ceeding is directed at PLO 
Chairman Arafat rather than 
moves taken by Jordan. 

One of them believes that 
Mr. Arafat’s meetings with 
Israeli officials has made it 
"more palatable” for people 
here to accept King Hussein's 
bold announcement that he 
will meet with Mr. Rabin. # 

"Arafat's deal with the 
Israelis has opened the door 
for other Arab leaders to cut 
deals with the Israelis and 
hold open meetings,” be 
says. “You have to remem- 
ber that the core problem of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the most emotionally charged 
is the Palestinian issue. If 
there is any anger it is mostly 
directed at Arafat and the 
PLO for cutting a deaf which 
ignores the fate of Palestinian 
refugees.” 

In the shop windows of the 
sprawling Baqaa refugee 
camp, some 50 kilometres 
west of Zarqa. there are 
more pictures of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein than of 
Mr. Arafat. And it is in this 
camp you can find the novel 
where Alt Matar was born 
and where he will probably 
die. 

“The deal Arafat made 


Qatar defends 
foreign policy 


DOHA (R) — Qatar on 
Monday defended a range of 
policies that has set it apart 
from Gulf Arab partners, 
arguing they were dictated by 
principles and not by enmity 
towards its giant neighbour 
Saudi Arabia. 

The small oil-producing 
country that juts out like a 
thumb into the Gulf from the 
Saudi mainland bas over the 
past two years befriended 
both Iran and Iraq, held talks 
with Israel and supported the 
northern-based government 
in die Yjmen civil war. 

Qatari foreign minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassim 
Ben Jabr A1 Thani acknow- 
ledged that these policies 
were at odds with those of its 
partners in the Saudi- 
dominated Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

He was speaking at a news 
conference in Doha attended 
by dozens of journalists from 
around the region. 

"No doubt there are differ- 
ences of opinion,” be said of 
Qatar’s position within the 
GCC. that also includes 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

"We are keen to achieve 
consensus,” he -said of the 
GCC rules that all decisions 
must be agreed unanimously. 

"But we cannot say that we 
have agreed when we have 
not done so,” he said, adding 
that GCC meetings had in the 
past produced decisions by 
consensus, but countries 
went away to do what they 
really wanted anyway. 

"Our policy is based on 
honesty... we are not doing it 
to offend or annoy anyone,” 
be said when asked if they 
were aimed against Saudi 
Arabia, with whom Qatar bas 
an unresolved border prob- 
lem that led to violence 18 
months ago. 

"We have strong and his- 
torical ties with Saudi Ara- 
bia... we do not disagree for 
the sake of disagreement,” 

he S3id. 

But he said that uo prog- 
ress had been made since the 


two countries agreed in De- 
cember 1992 to set up a bor- 
der commission to demarcate 
the disputed frontier. The 
commission has yet to be 
formed. 

Sheikh Hamad said Qatar 
befriended Iran because the 
Islamic republic across the 
Gulf was an important big 
neighbour that had not 
shown any lack of good will 
towards Qatar. 

Qatar maintained ties with 
Iraq to try to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
although it continued to 
abide by U.N. decisions, in- 
cluding economic sanctions 
imposed after Baghdad’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, be 
said. 

It refused to take sides in 
the Yemen dvil war, in con- 
trast with neighbours who 
sympathised with the south, 
because it believed outsiders 
bad no business interfering in 
the internal affairs of the 
Yemeni people. Sheikh 
Hamad said. 

And it had made contact 
with Israel because it be- 
lieved the Arab boycott of 
the Jewish state would no 
longer be justified once Israel 
withdrew from occupied 
Arab lands. But Sheikh 
Hamad said his country did 
not plan further contacts until 
Israel actually withdrew. 

Qatar did not necessarily 
support all Washington’s 
policies in the region despite 
its strong political alliance 
with the United States. 
Sheikh Hama d said in reply 
to a question about differ- 
ences over Qatar's attitude to 
Iran and Iraq. 

"Qatar is a small country 
trying to establish good rela- 
tions with all its neighbours... 
we are not prepared to adopt 
a hostile position to a certain 
side because it is involved in a 
dispute with someone else to- 
which we are not a party." he 
said. 

"Our policies are tiring and 
costly... but we believe we 
owe it to our people to show 
honesty and a dearness of 
vision,” be added. 


2 parties rally behind 
peace negotiations as 
others reaffirm rejection 


By a Jordan Hmes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two Jordanian 
political parties on Monday 
expressed their full support 
for the Kingdom's peace 
negotiations with Israel and 
described the talks that 
opened in the southern desert 
frontier as a means to regain 
Jordanian rights. 

A joint statement issued by 
the Jordanian National 
Alliance Party and the A1 
Ahd Party also called for 
strong national unity behind 
the Hashemite leadership of 
the country and for support 
for the government’s nego- 
tiating* stand "which aims at 
securing the return of the 
national rights in line with 
international principles." 

The statement came one 
day after a coalition of eight 
other political groups issued a 
strongly worded statement 
rejecting the peace negotia- 
tions and calling on suppor- 
ters to stage protest demon- 
strations. No such marches 
except a rally attended by 200 
students at the University of 
Jordan were reported on 
Monday (see separate story). 

The JNA-Ahd statement 
demanded a complete Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied 
territories, the implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 and 
the realisation of the right of 
Palestinian refugees to return 
home or receive compensa- 
tion in return for their lost 
property. 

"Negotiations (with Israel) 
are inevitable to demarcate 
the border and solve the wa- 
ter and refugee problems," it 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic 


Action Front (IAF) and the 
National Action Front 
(NAF) issued a statement de- 
manding that the government 
reconsider its decision to hold 
negotiations with Israel. 

The statement asserted 
that “Israel is seeking a kind 
of peace that would only en- 
sure its interests and not of 
the Arab World.” 

“No one has the right to 
concede any part of the Arab 
land of Palestine which con- 
tains holy shrines,” it said. 

The statement said occu- 
pied Jordanian land should 
be returned to the Kingdom 
but "not to be traded against 
other Arab land or through 
recognising Israel’s 
sovereignty over Jerusalem.” 

"Dealing with the question 
of Jordanian lands east of the 
River Jordan means ceding 
all of Palestine land and con- 
sidering the Israeli enemy as 
a natural neighbour, which is 
detrimental to the nation’s 
interests,” added the state- 
ment. 

"Relying on U.S. guaran- 
tees to regain Arab lands and 
waters is something shameful 
because the U.S. has been 
supporting the Zionist enemy 
over the past four decades, 
providing funds, weapons 
and political protection for 
Israel's actions against die 
Arabs and Muslims,” it said. ' 

An IAF leader said mean- 
while the party was shamed 
and saddened by the talks 
which opened between Israel 
and Jordan on Monday. 

"What is taking place to- 
day (Monday) and what will 
follow is a source of great 
sorrow and sadness,” Ham- 
zab Mansour, spokesman for 
the front, told Reuters. 


Students stage protest 


AMMAN (AP) — Nearly 
200 students staged a demon- 
stration at the University of 
Jordan campus Monday to 
protest Jordanian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

The protest, organised by 
students affiliated with hard- 
line groups, came less than an 
hour after Jordanian and 
Israeli negotiators opened 
their first talks in the region 
on territorial and water 
rights. 

The students, many of 
them females wearing the tra- 
ditional head-to-ioe Islamic 
dress, stood in front of a 
university administrative 


building shouting slogans and 
urging Jordanian delegates to 
quit the negotiations. 

Hie protesters denounced 
“the presence of Israelis on 
Jordanian soil” and deman- 
ded that “the episode of nor- 
malisation (of ties with 
Israel) be stopped.” 

The students, who dis- 
persed peacefully as universi- 
ty security forces watched 
discreetly from a distance, 
also appealed to Jordan’s 
leadership to “go back to the 
people and their representa- 
tives in the parliament.” 

"No to individualistic deci- 
sion," they chanted. 



PEACE TALKS: Jordanian and Israeli nego- desert near Aqaba on Monday before the 
tutors gathered in a tart in the Wadi Araba launch dT negotiations mi -border and water 

issues (Photo by Yousef A1 * Alton) 


Experts study population policy 


By Rana Hnssani 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Jordan on Mon- 
day opened a two-day work- 
shop on population policies 
to review draft documents to 
be presented at a U.N. con- 
ference on population policy 
to be held in Cairo next 
September. 

Addressing representatives 
of various concerned govern- 
ment departments, private 
institutions, universities and 
volunteer groups at the work- 
shop, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basina said the 
documents to be presented at 
the meeting would be a 
strong solid reference to be 
used in die confere n ce and in 
the future. 

Princess Basina, who 
chaired die opening session 
of the workshop, said popula- 
tion issues should seize the 
attention of the concerned 
authorities to provide better 
conditions, and enable the 
people to afford a good stan- 
dard of living. 

“This workshop is de- 
signed to provide the Jorda- 
nian delegation with com- 
plete documents that will 


help them in their participa- 
tion,” in the Cairo meeting, 
the Princess said. 

Minister of Labour Khaiid 
Ghzawi. also addressing die 
gathering, said the high rate 
of birth in Jordan is an impor- 
tant issue that should be 
taken seriously by concerned 
authorities. 

Mr. Ghzawi, who is also 
president of the National 
Population Commission 
(NPC), said the birth rate in 
Jordan was very high and 
threatening when compared 
to the available resources and 
leads to increased unemploy- 
ment. 

A report released by the 
NPC in September 1993 pre- 
dicted that Jordan’s popula- 
tion win reach 5.2 million by 
the end of the century. The 
report said the fertility rate 
among women aged 15-49 
stands at 56 per cent, one of 
the highest among develop- 
ing nations. 

The report said the infant 
mortality rate stood at a re- 
gional low of 39 per thousand 
because of widespread 
mother and child health care 
services and national vaccina- 


tion campaigns against child- 
hood diseases. 

The workshop, organised 
by the NPC in cooperation 
with the European Union, 
will discuss three main topics 
including birth spacing, creat- 
ing balance between the 
number of population and 
the available resources, stres- 
sing women’s role in econo- 
mic activities and in obtaining 
her rights, according to NPC 
Secretary General Nabih 
Salaxneh. 

Mr. Salameh said the NPC 
has drafted five documents 
that were studied and revised 
by specialists. 

On Monday participants 
revised three papers; one on 
Jordanian women and de- 
velopment, the second on 
epidemics and demography, 
and the third on maternity 
drafts and diseases. 

On Tuesday die workshop 
will study documents on 
maternity deaths and disease, 
population, environment, 
energy and natural resources 
in Jordan, and die eoonomic 
and social effects of birth 
sparing before presenting its 
recommendations. 


Olmert 
invites 
King to 

Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel’s mayor of Jeru- 
salem said before the start of 
historic peace talks with Jor- 
dan in the region on Monday 
that he would welcome a visit 
by King Hussein to the Holy 
City. 

“Should be come, be can 
expea a very nice reception 
as the head of a country that 
wants to make peace with 
Israel and as one whose fami- 
ly traditionally and historical- 
ly has been in charge of main- 
taining the Islamic holy 
places.” Ehnd Olmert tola 
Israel Radio. 

He sperke hours before 
Israeli and Jordanian nego- 
tiators met at their border on 
Monday. 

A Palestinian adviser to 
the King told Reuters on 
Saturday the King would 
pray at A1 Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem this year, but the 
precise date would depend on 
progress in the peace talks. 

The adviser, Nasereddin 
A1 Nash as hi bi, said he ex- 
tended an Israeli invitation to 
the King given him by Jeru- 
salem’s former mayor, Teddy 
Kollek, and approved by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, who will meet 
the King in Washington next 
week. 

Mr. Olmert. the rightist 
Likud mayor who defeated 
Mr. Kollek in a hard-fought 
campaign iast year, said that 
Israel had for years honoured 
Jordan’s “special connec- 
tion" to Muslim holy places. 

Even after Israel seized 
East Jerusalem in 1967, Jor- 
dan’s Islamic Waqf had been 
responsible for Muslim holy 
places in Jerusalem, the 
mayor said. 

'‘From that standpoint his 
arrival to pray (in Jerusalem) 
certainly must be received in 
a natural way,” he said. 

Mr. Nashashibi said King 
Hussein was entrusted with 
the mission of guarding the 
holy sites’ in Jerusalem after 
the assassination of the 
King’s grandfather King 
Abdullah at die entrance to 
AI Aqsa on July 20, 1951 — 
43 years ago this week. 

The King gave S6.5 million 
towards rebuilding the mos- 
que’s landmark dome earlier 
this year. 


Seoul lambasts Kim 
on eve of his funeral 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South 
Korea, trying to contain in- 
creasing expressions of con- 
dolence for North Korea’s 
late President Kim fl-Snng, 
lashed out on the eve of Ms 
funeral at the Stalinist lead- 
er’s role in causing the 1950- 
53 Korean war. 

Prime Minister Lee Yung- 
Dug said on Monday the 
Seoul government would 
punish sternly anyone orga- 
nising rites or trying to send 
delegates North to mourn 
Kira’s sudden death. 

"There has been a historic 
assessment that Kim D-Stmg 
is responsible for a number of 
national tragedies, such as 
the consolidation of national 
division and foe fratricidal 
war,” Mr. Lee told a cabinet 
meeting. 

Officials said Seoul would 
soon release Soviet docu- 
ments implicating Kim in foe 
outbreak of foe Korean war 
that killed millions and left an 
estimated 10 million Koreans 
divided across the heavily- 
fortified border. 

The documents were band- 
ed over to South Korea by 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin during President Kim 
Young-Sam’s visit to Moscow 
iast month. 

South Korea, which hopes 
to follow through diplomatic 
initiatives for detente laun- 
ched in the last weeks of 


Km’s life, was making its 
first public stab at Kim since 
Ms death 10 days ago. 

Diplomats in North Korea 
said the situation on foe eve 
of foe funeral was “absolute- 
ly normal,” contradicting un- 
soar ced reports of unrest and 
rioting. 

North Korea said Monday 
ft had mobilised eight million 
Socialist youth and school- 
children — more than one- 
third of foe population — to 
eulogise Kim ahead of his 
funeral . 

North Korea’s state media, 
on the eve of the funeral, also 
carried ecstatic reports ele- 
vating the Stalinist leader’s 
mysterious son, Kim Jong-H, 
in a frantic campaign to jus- 
tify foe dynastic power suc- 
cession, wMch has not yet 
been formalised. 

The junior Kim received a 
loyalty oath from eight mil- 
lion youth and school chil- 
dren as they journeyed across 
North Korea to pay homage 
to Kim H-Sung. said the Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA). . _ 

The eight million express- 
ed determination to hold “in 
high esteem forever foe dear 
leader comrade Kim Jong-H, 
the destiny and future of our 
people and remaining loyal to 
Ms leadership,” foe KCNA 
said. 


Israelis shoot 4 


(Continued from page 1) 

urged Palestinians to escalate 
their uprising against Israeli 
troops and settlers and called 
upon Palestinian police in 
self-rule areas to ruin against 
Israelis. 


“Our battle against the 
Zionist occupation is con- 
tinuing and will not stop. The 
blood of our people would 
not be wasted for nothing .. 
let everybody know that 
there is no other alternative 
to jihad (holy war),” the 
spokesman said. 

Gauge Habash, leader of 
the Popular Front for foe 
Liberation of Palestine, said 
in a statement the violence 
“showed the real nature of 
foe ominous Gaza- Jericho 
deal which divided our peo- 
ple into dosed cantons under 
foe full control of foe Israeli 
occupation forces.” 

“The terror, killings and 
economic blockade wifi go on 
as tong as occupation continues,” 
be said. 


A spokesman for Nayef 
Hawatmeb’s Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine also condemned the 
killings. 

“The Gaza massacre shows 
that the Gaza- Jericho deal 
could not provide a just and 
acceptable solution to the 
Palestinian people because 
the continuation of occupa- 
tion represents a direct threat 
to the interests and rights of 
foe Palestinian people,” he 
said. 

After Sunday’s violence, 
Oded Ben- Ami, Israel's gov- 
ernment spokesman, alleged 
that the Hamas movement 
“inflamed” foe crowd and 
may have purposefully insti- 
gated foe violence. 

In a statement issued on 
Sunday, Hamas vowed re- 
prisals against Israeli sol- 
ders, saying “blood can only 
be answered in blood.” It 
called on Arab negotiators to 
pull out of peace negotiations 
with Israel. 



Boyfriend fooled’ 
over baby 
abduction 

LONDON (R) — A 22-year- 
old British woman facing 
charges of kidnapping an 
hours-old baby gui fooled 
friends, family and neigh- 
bours who thought foe child 
was her own, newspapers re- 
nted Monday. The story of 
‘ Abbie, snatched two 
weeks ago from a hospital 
maternity ward in Netting, 
ham, central England, has 
gripped Britain. She was re- 
tained to her parents, Karen 
and Roger Humphries, 
Saturday and her alleged kid- 
napper, Julie Kelley, wifi be 
charged later Monday. “I was 
conned,” Kelley's boyfriend, 
Leigh gilbert, was quoted as 
saying by newspapers. Speak- 
ing thrdugh a lawyer, Gilbert 
said Kelley told him Abbie 
was their baby. He said he 
was so wrapped up in caring 
for the infant that he 
the enormous coverage given 
to the story by newspapers, ^ 
radio and television. Neigh- 
bours told bow Kelley had 
seemed pregnant for several 
months. Tlie Times said 
police had refused to explain 
how officers visited Gilbert's 
boose four days before Abbie; 
was recovered but failed to 
recognise foe baby, 
that foe case was now 
jndice, foe police said only 
■that officers had been given a 
plausible explanation, foe 
newspaper reported. It 
quoted a police spokesman as 
saying: “The officer did see a 
baby, but did not recognise 
her as Abbie Humphries. 
Publication of any further de- 
tails at this stage might pre- 
judice a fair trial." 

Japanese drama 
takes Avignon 
by storm 

AVIGNON, France (AFP) 

— A flood of Japanese 
actors, musicians and dancers 
had taken Avignon by storm 
at the forefront of an ambi- 
tious attempt to cement 
cultural ties between this his- 
toric southwest city and 
Tokyo. Complete with their 
supporters, friends and tech- 
nicians, foe exotic entourage ^ 
is foe focal point for this 
weekend’s events in foe 48th 
Avignon Festival. The festiv- 
al runs until July 31, and a 
fifth of all events have been 
devoted to its “Japanese 
Programme.” The organis- 
ers' long-term aim is to estab- 
lish bilateral links by offering 
contemporary Japanese artist 

— at times marginalised at 
home — a showcase for their 
talents in France. Traditional 
Japanese drama, however, is 
also being staged this year. 

At the seven festival sites at 
which Japanese events are 
being staged, audiences will 
be able to sample No, foe 
male drama form dating back 
to the 14th century based on 
codified dialogues between 
the living and the dead. Also 
on display will be demonstra- 
tions of Kyogen, the quintes- 
sential Japanese comic 
theatre, and Kagura, foe tra- 
ditional dance drama linked 
with foe Shinto religious cult. 

A high point of tins year’s 
programme — but seen by 
traditionalists as something 
of a heresy — is a No piece 
under the direction of floral 
art master and movie director 
Hiroshi Teshigahara. 

Tourists robbed 
at Kenyan 
coastal resort 

NAIROBI (R) — Police said 
Monday armed bandits had 
robbed tourists and other 
passengers travelling on a bus 
near foe Kenyan coastal re- 
sort of Lamu, the latest in a 
string of attacks against tour- 
ists. A police spokesman said 
about 20. bandits were in- 
volved 1 in Sunday’s attack on 
the bus, which was on its way 
to nearby Mombasa. He said 
the robbers had fired several 
shots into foe air to scare the 
passengers. No one was hurt 
in the attack. Police would 
not say how many tourists 
were on the bus or release 
their nationalities. A local 
televirion station said one 
Canadian tourist had lost ab- 
out 4,000 Canadian dollais 
(52,900). Business leaders 
have complained of increased 
banditry on the L&fflU' 
Mombasa Road, which is 
nsed mainly by tourists. 
Somalis who fled the dvil war 
in their own country have 
been blamed for many of the yd 
attacks. Tourism is Kenya's 
top foreign exchange earner. 

Last year, H accounted fer ■ 
5432 million in foreign ex- 
change revenue. 
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